	
	
	



Report on the occurrence of Polish Memorials in the Graveyard at St Peter’s Church in Lampeter
By Amanda Butler  
25th October, 2018
St Peter’s Church
Church Street
Lampeter
Ceredigion
 
Located at Grid Reference – SN57544/48356
 
Description
Built in 1867 on the site of an earlier Medieval Church dated late 13th Century, and replacing a building built in 1821, this High Victorian Gothic style building is a dominating Victorian structure which is regarded as the finest in the county (Lloyd et al 2006).
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The Study
A small area of the graveyard has been chosen for this study not only due to the limited time available to survey the memorials, of which there are over 2000 in total, but also due to the subject of the report being sited in this area.
It is in the more recent extended area of the graveyard on the north west side of the church where approximately 210 headstones and memorials stand which were erected mainly in the 1960’s and 70’s, with a few of earlier dates which were relocated from an older part of the graveyard, possibly due to damage in the previous location or for structural changes to the graveyard such as to accommodate pathways. This occurs throughout the graveyard as memorials dating from the 1700s right up to this century are to be found amongst memorials of earlier and later dates, with the much earlier ones being re-sited due to the building of the new Church adjacent to the site of the Medieval structure. Most of the earlier burials are located in the south of the present building in an area that previously sited the earlier Medieval church, and the graveyard is planted with ancient yews which mark out the earlier boundaries of the Churchyard, which is in contrast to the north side where the trees cease and the space is occupied mostly by burials from the time of the building of the present building.


The map below shows the site of St Peter’s Church in the north of the town, and the area of the graveyard that was surveyed is marked with blue dots in the north-west part of the graveyard where the newer burials are sited, and to the north and west of this area the burials continue to the present day.  
 
[image: ]Map courtesy of Ordnance Survey 2018

Findings
This area used in the survey contains 210 headstones which were mainly erected in the 1960s and 1970s but are interspersed with a few earlier memorials due to re-siting, and the majority of these are for people of Welsh and local origin judging by the surnames, and frequently the place in which they resided on the headstone.  
One striking difference is the number of Polish memorials in this area; of the 210 headstones 71 of them are for people of Polish origin.
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The headstones are inscribed mainly in Polish, sometimes with English text being used, and the letters SP are frequently inscribed at the top of the memorials which is the Polish abbreviation for ‘Swietej Pamieci’, which is translated to ‘In Memory Of’ (Piller, 2016).

This relatively large number of Polish memorials does not occur elsewhere in the graveyard with only small numbers occurring amongst the newer 21st Century burials, which would be expected following the mass migration of Poles to the United Kingdom from 2004 onwards when migration from the European Union’s new accession states was encouraged.  
In the older areas of the graveyard on the southern, eastern, and western areas of the present church no Polish headstones are to be found, although some could possibly have been lost over time due to damage, and because of the erection of two new churches since the burials took place.
However, it is unlikely that any ever existed as despite Britain’s links with Poland from the 16th Century when Jan Laski, Polish Calvanist Reformer, influenced the course of the English Reformation (Urban, 1996), and then in the 19th Century when more Poles migrated to Britain, in ‘The Great Emigration’ following uprisings in Poland’s neighbouring countries of Austria, Prussia and Russia in 1831 and 1863 (Zubrzycki,1956). During these periods of migration to Britain they would have most likely settled in the South-East and the larger towns and cities where the availability of work and housing was greater, probably not travelling west as far as rural Wales.





Conclusion
The majority of the 71 Polish people buried in the survey are were born in Poland at the end of the 19th Century and the beginning of the 20th Century, and died in the 1960’s and 70’s with a few into the 1990’s. This migration to Britain ties in with the founding of the Polish Resettlement Act of 1946, when following the second world war the British Government resettled Polish Forces who were supporting Western Allies during the conflict. They were unable to return to their home country because of Russian occupation and the Resettlement Act enabled them to live and work in Britain and be joined by their wives and dependants. Resettlement Camps were created, utilising former Army and Air Force camps, and by 1949 the population of Polish soldiers and their families numbered 150,000 (Blaszczyk, 2017). 
One of the camps that was created in Wales was Aberayron Camp in Cardiganshire, as the county was formerly known. The site of RAE Aberporth was utilised and it is therefore not surprising that the Polish community moved around the area, eventually settling in the towns and villages of the county, and many would have lived in or near Lampeter (DAT, 1950).
There a few camps that are still in use and thriving in a new role as homes for the elderly Poles living in Britain and one such camp is now Penrhos Polish Home at the old air base at RAF Penrhos, Pwllheli (Annand, 1986), and no doubt the local graveyard will tell the same story as St Peter’s with a number of Polish burials adding to the history of the area. 
This survey gives just a snapshot of the number of Polish living in the area following the post-war resettlement as there may well be further burials in other graveyards in the area of Lampeter and its environs, also the number of cremations which may have taken place has not been included as the survey focuses on the memorials in St Peter’s.
It also uses the evidence only as a suggestion of the reasons for the migration of Poles to Britain, therefore if conclusive evidence is needed then further study would be required to trace the passage of individuals from their home country to Britain using resources such as Military Records and official lists produced by the Government at the time. 
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