







Stradey Castle
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Context and Historical Background

  Located between Pwll and Furnace, west of Llanelli. Stradey began to emerge as an estate of small farms in the 1600s. The estate was owned by the Vaughan family until the late 1700s. The Vaughan family inter-married the Mansel family and the estate passed to them. Stradey continued to be held the Mansel family until Mary Ann Mansel gifted the estate to Thomas Lewis, a solicitor from Llandeilo in 1808. In appreciation for Mary Ann’s generosity Thomas added the Mansel name. The Mansel Thomas family have owned Stradey estate since. Stradey Castle (Stradey Castle, 2020)
[bookmark: _GoBack] David Mansel Lewis Commissioned Edward Haycock to design the centre and east wing of the present castle in 1847. Construction was completed in the mid-1850s. The west wing and tower were added in 1874. Stradey Castle (British listed buildings, 1998)

Plan and Materials

The house is made of two main phases, both are in a Tudor style, constructed in coursed ashlar masonry and slated roof exterior. The earlier phase has a symmetrical design, which presents a three gabled main front elevation and a two gabled east wing. The west wing, tower and housekeeper’s quarters were added later.
  The earlier phase is made of a basement a two main stories. The north three gabled garden facing entrance front consists of a central advanced unit, which is flanked by less advanced lower two-story bays. A single-story T-shaped porch sits to the front. Ashlar Masonry with roll-moulded copings and string courses on the gable parapets and kneelers. Mullioned and transomed two or three light windows. The southern elevation is similar, but with outer advanced gabled bays have two story canted windows. The central bay incorporates four windows to each story.
  The interior is based around a longitudinal corridor, with a hall and library on the entrance side and a fine suite on the garden side that includes drawing and dining rooms. The house has a grand double staircase that twists around a spectacular glazed lantern to the first and second stories. The joinery is in a Jacobean style with lions in a sitting position on the lowest newels. There’s an occasional dining room and billiards room on the ground floor of the link and an artist’s room on the top floor. Stradey Castle (British listed buildings, 1998)

Use

  The estate is made up of 1800 acres of woodlands and tenanted farms, commercial properties, cottages and houses. The majority of the estate is occupied by dairy farms, with some beef and sheep farms. Most of the smaller farms are run by one family. Due to the changing nature of agriculture, some of the other farms have diversified to less traditional farming methods and into more successful business models for our current climate, such as carpentry and joinery, market gardening and agricultural contracting. 
  The castle is currently the residence for multiple of the Mansel Lewis family. The family’s income comes from various commercial events. Heritage tours, film location, weddings and other celebrations, wedding photography and government grants. Stradey has joined an increasing number of country estates to move away from a traditional lifestyle in response to our changing climate. Stradey Castle (Stradey Castle, 2020)

Zion Baptist Chapel
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Context and Historical Background

Sitting back away form the road, behind railing topped walls, it stands as one of the few historical buildings to maintain its original use and construction. It sits surrounded by modern commercial developments, except for the 1910 built Sunday school that sits on the chapels west side.
 Before 1766, the Baptists of worshipped in a chapel in Felin Foeil. From 1766 to 1822 they worshiped in a house that stood on the current town hall site. In 1822 and offshoot of the main congregation built the first chapel on the location of the current chapel. As congregation numbers grew the old chapel was and the current Zion chapel was built in its place, construction was completed in 1857. In 1913 the housing and old vestry were demolished to make way for an extension to the chapel. The building has remained the same since. The congregation built the Ysgoldy Sion Sunday school building next to the west elevation at the same time. Zion Baptist Chapel (Way Making, 2020)

Plan and Materials

The chapel is constructed in squared rubble stone with extensive blue lias ashlar dressing and a slate roof. A pedimented Italianate Classical front, with plain cornice, Tuscan pilasters. The front has three bays of two stories with arch-headed sash windows on the upper floor and square-headed windows on the ground. The outer windows have impost bands and jambs that carry down through the frames, the centre window is without impost bands but has pilaster jambs. The double panelled doors are set in a painted timber pedimented Tuscan porch with two columns and pilaster responds. The two-story side elevations are plain rendered with four arche-headed windows on the upper floor and four square-headed windows on the ground floor, the two rear most windows on the east elevation are blocked out by an attached house. The rear elevation has a two-window centre projection and one-window range on each side.
  The interior has box pews and a pulpit on the ground floor and panelled galleries on four sides that sit on iron columns and box pews, the gallery behind the pulpit drops lower oversailing a wall dividing the between the chapel and rear rooms, in which sits the Corinthian column framed organ. Zion Baptist Chapel (British listed buildings, 1992)

Use

The use of the hasn’t changed much over its history. When it was built, it was used exclusively for mass and prayers until recently. The chapels changed to a more community-based use with prayers giving way to other activities, such as choir performances. Zion Baptist Chapel (Way Making, 2020)

Conclusion

Both buildings were erected in the same era. Although they share some of the same design features, they show a difference in lifestyles of the social classes. Stradey Castle, with its opulence and grandeur, showing spending for the sake of spending and the Zion chapel, built by the people for the people for a greater good.
  Maybe choosing more accessible buildings, after contacting the proprietors of both and having no success in gaining access or even any help at all. These were not the only buildings; many would not even return contact.
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