Medicine and Miracles Commentary by Lizzie Mansfield
I am writing this commentary on the article called ‘The Description of the Miracle of William Cragh’. This article was from Exeter College in Oxford and translated by H.R Webster. This article is based on a description of William Cragh’s miracle, which was returning back to life after being hanged.
First, I will briefly mention who William Cragh was and why he was sentenced to be hanged in the first place. William Cragh was born in the year of 1262 to a man named Rhys ap Gwilym and a woman called Swanith in Llanrhidian, Gower (Wikipedia, 2021). At around the years of 1282 and 1283, there was a military campaign that King Edward the First of England led in Wales, which officially ended up with the annexing of said country. However, in the year of 1287, a rebellion was launched against the king by one of his supporters, a man called Rhys ap Maredudd, who was unsatisfied with the result of the military campaign and in particular, how the sections of lands were handed out. The rebellion was unceremoniously crushed by King Edward’s armies, who were much better trained and equipped. It is widely assumed that William Cragh took part in the rebellion on the side of the Welsh. In any case, William was eventually captured in 1290 alongside thirteen other men by son of William de Briouze. William de Briouze was the Lord of Gower. William Cragh was brought to Swansea Castle and taken to the dungeons to await his sentencing, having been accused of murdering thirteen men. As a result of this, William Cragh’s friends and family members gathered together and came up with an offer of hundred cows in return for his release. This offer was made because at this time there was a law in Wales that allowed men who had been apprehended to resolve their crimes by making a payment towards the victimised party. However, in this case the offer that they extended towards William de Briouze was rejected. William Cragh plead innocent to the crimes that he was accused of, but ultimately was found guilty and sentenced to death by hanging.
Now I will begin to analyse this article of text. The text starts with Willaim de Briouze and his wife, a woman named Mary, and many others gathering together to witness the execution of William Cragh via hanging on the 26th of November. According to the author, a similar gathering occurred when William Cragh received his sentence to be hanged. This amount of people together at both events apparently paints an accurate portrayal of how things went down at the time, as it was ‘proving through many trustworthy witnesses’. As he heard his sentence, William Cragh afterwards immediately prayed to God for assistance from his fate and he gave a promise that he would repent and change for the better.  Therefore, this is the reason why the miracle occurred and how everything unfolded like it did. When it was time for the hanging, the rope around his neck broke and Cragh fell to ground. At this stage, according to the author, he was almost dead. They hanged him a second time and the gallows’ tranverse beam broke, causing him to fall to the ground again. This time though William Cragh was dead. But they hanged him a third time. The author emphases the insult of this by calling it ‘monstrous’. Also, the author stresses the fact that William Cragh’s body was left hanging on the gallows for a fair amount of time, before it was eventually cut down. Then, William’s friends asked William de Briouze whether they can take his body down off the gallows for burial. This request was granted, and he was sent to be buried. But as they were burying him, he apparently immediately returned to life. When he was asked what happened, he told them that Thomas Cantilupe had revived him on the behalf of God. The article ends with everyone that was there giving their thanks to Thomas Cantilupe and God for this miracle.
With this retelling of the events that day, there are quite a few details that are missed out where they have been referenced elsewhere. William Cragh was hanged alongside another man condemned to die. This man was called Trahaern ap Hywel. He apparently was a heavy-set man, so when the executioners put him on the gallows, it caused the gallows’ tranverse beam to break. Also, when William Cragh’s body was taken down from the gallows, he was put into a house, where the people were allowed to see him. Many people reported seeing the horrible state his body was in and the many indicators of death. One of these people was most notably William de Briouze’s son, who apparently stated that he saw Cragh’s eyes had popped out of his eye sockets and his tongue was swollen and black in colour. Moreover, like in the article, William Cragh did revive the same day he was hanged. But unlike in the article it took days for him to recover. It reportedly took fifteen days for William Cragh to be able to walk on his own two feet again without anyone supporting him. The article also didn’t mention how Lady Mary prayed to Thomas Cantilupe for William Cragh to be restored back to life and had one of her servants measure his body. 
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