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AIM(S)

· To provide students with an overview of China’s political institutions as the basis for an understanding and critical reflection upon the main features of China’s contemporary political culture.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· demonstrate an understanding of the roles of different institutions in the political system of the PRC;
· critically discuss how China’s political culture shapes the conduct of government by the CCP;
· critically discuss the strengths and challenges of the Chinese political system.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
· Party Leadership Bodies
· The Party Bureaucracy
· The People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
· Cadre Training

The State
· The National People’s Congress (NPC)
· The Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC)
· The Minor Political Parties
· Other Political Actors
· Officially Sponsored Associations and Societies
· Grassroots NGOs
· Chinese Authorities’ View of Political Reform

Features of China’s Formal Political Culture
· Collective Leadership
· The Legislature: Strong on Paper, Weak in Practice
· The Power of Provincial Governments
· The Role of Elections in China
· Document-Based Culture
· The Importance of Ideology
· The Ideal and Reality of Meritocracy
· Age and Term Limits for Official Positions
· 5-year planning
· Emphasis on Political Stability
· Governance Challenges in the Chinese Political System
· “Stove-Piping” and Bureaucratic Competition
· Factionalism
· Corruption

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	200
	100%




ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Portfolio
	Equivalent to 5,000 words
	100%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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