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Language and literacy in the digital age. 

BBC (no date) suggests that the perception of the world is influenced by the stories we hear as children. Children’s worlds can be expanded and enriched through reading stories that introduce them to exotic places, fascinating individuals, and enlightening circumstances. Additionally, it might be an excellent resource to help them deal with issues in real life that may happen in their future. This is also supported by socio-cultural theories of learning, which argue that meaning and making occurs through shared culture, such as language and narrative and dialect (Vygotsky, 1978). In contrast to this there are behaviourist approaches to learning place less emphasis on storytelling, focusing instead on repetition and reinforcement of the words. However, these approaches would fail to account for the deeper emotional and cognitive engagement that stories would provide. (Skinner, 1957). 
Little Scholars Daycare Center (2024) would imply that storytelling is important in language and literacy as children learn linguistic nuances, grammar, and semantics more efficiently through narrative than through memorisation. By presenting language in context, the narrative technique helps young brains comprehend and remember new words and phrases. 
Additionally, Erhard-Weiss (No Date) suggests that storytelling aids children in understanding emotions, thoughts, and experiences. This maintains an open conversation between the child and adult which would expand as the child is growing. A toddler with limited words and sounds still learns different ideas and the concept of asking questions. Without storytelling, children may have fewer opportunities to safely explore their emotions and their moral dilemmas in a supported environment. 
The benefits of storytelling for babies pre-birth would be that it enhances the feeling of connection between yourself and your baby and also helps your baby recognise your voice and narrative. This would create wholesome moments and strengthen your connection before your baby arrives; this article also suggests singing is another beneficial factor to keep the sense of belonging and connection between babies and their parents (Fathers Network Scotland, No Date). 
Scientific study supports prenatal auditory learning, which shows that children can identify narratives and voices frequently heard in the womb postnatally (DeCasper & Spence, 1986). However, other critics would argue that prenatal storytelling has very little long-term effects, yet, data suggests that significantly contributes to early bonding and auditory familiarity rather than literal reading results (Moon, 2017). 
The development of literacy is the process of learning sounds, words, and forming them into sentences and language. This would be when children manipulate and encrypt the language’s sound patterns, a skill known as phonological awareness (Maryville University, 2022). Goswami (2001) discusses that phonological awareness is a key predictor of later reading achievement, and storytelling inherently facilitates this through rhyme, rhythm and repetition. However, individual phonics instruction may enhance abilities to decode but does not necessarily promote comprehension or the understanding of narratives. 
Another benefit of storytelling would be that it helps children with cognitive development. Storytelling is important in the development of children’s language and literacy as Bruner (1986), a popular theorist, makes the connection between language literacy and storytelling. Bruner suggests that storytelling affects our perception of the world and the significance of storytelling in human cognition. He argued that stories and tales are essential to language literacy because they are basic to the way we organise knowledge and personal experiences. Bruner’s narrative approach to thought varies from the logical-scientific mode, indicating that storytelling allows children to understand a experience in ways that information alone cannot achieve. This emphasises that literacy development is not exclusively technical but fundamentally cognitive and cultural in nature. Storytelling and traditional stories such as folklore were used to set core values and character. This would also reinforce rules and cultural values that may have been forgotten. These are typically fairy tales, fables and myths. 
August House (no date) has a page dedicated to the importance of folktales, stressing positive effects such as developing better reading skills, learning to understand and appreciate other cultures, and decision-making. Zipes (2012) states that from a critical perspective, certain traditional narratives have been inspected for perpetuating stereotypes, yet when examined thoughtfully with adults, they may promote critical analysis and cultural understanding. Therefore, storytelling continues to be a compelling educational instrument when connected with modern principles and inclusive practices.

The development stages.
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Maryville University (2022) states in the article and picture above the different stages of literacy developments. Firstly, the emergent literacy stage, this would be children before starting formal school, children in the first stage of literacy development gain literacy skills in casual settings. Several pre-reading behaviours define this preliterate stage, which lasts until children are five or six years old. This could be things such as playing with books, pretending to read the books. This stage would then progress to the later stages where children would be able to write letters in their name.  
Secondly the alphabetic fluency as stated in the picture above would be the stage where children start to understand the relations between letters and sounds when they are five to eight years old. Usually, throughout this stage of literacy development, these activities are noticed such as writing and reading the words and using pictures as hints to find out unfamiliar words. 
During the third stage Maryville University (2022) states that children aged seven to nine  would start to understand phonemes and syllables in addition to individual letters. The reading vocabulary of children in this decoding reader phase can reach 3,000 words. This would be where children can begin reading with little to no help and silent reading. 
The fourth stage, intermediate reading would be children aged nine to fifteen would create ideas from what they are reading. During this stage the child’s understanding of reading would become equivalent to their understanding of learning. During this literacy stage, children would be reading faster, gaining new information and experiencing different emotions and feelings through the things that they read. 
Lastly, the fifth development stage, advanced reading, long and complicated texts can be understood by readers without help. During this stage reading and literacy is wanted by the child and adult and they would begin reading things on topics that they enjoy and expand on their interests. 
Learning without tears (2021) suggests that these stages are based on the children’s comprehension levels and may vary depending on the child. They also continue to state that this knowledge and understanding of literacy development stages and how to approach each stage will help the children and teachers be set up for success in the classroom.  

Ingov (2024) states that there are different types of storytelling, such as oral storytelling, visual storytelling, written storytelling, digital storytelling, transmedia storytelling, video storytelling, data storytelling and interactive storytelling. 
During my practice I used oral storytelling and digital storytelling. As Ingov (2024) states that oral storytelling was used before written language had developed. Using this the storyteller should use different body language and spoken words to ensure that the audience is captivated. I had done this by changing my voice into the characters, pointing to the pictures and gesturing signs such as ‘canolbwyntio’ to suggest what he was doing for young children who may have not understood a new word, during my activity. However, as I was a little uncertain of the book it would have been more captivating if I had learnt some of the lines to which I could create more engagement with children and created more facial expressions. 
I also did another practice doing digital storytelling, both Ingov (2024) and The University of Liverpool (no date) state that digital storytelling is an activity which uses animation, audio, and video additional to the original story. I used this activity and read a book which was animated on YouTube. I had turned the sound off and took over with my own story telling skills. I had animations included in this digital story which is great for children's interaction and many fun words such as ‘woosh’ ‘’Spat’, ‘croaked’ which would help children stay engaged. Whitehead (2010) would state that onomatopoeia is crucial in narrative and early childhood language development since it gives words meaningful, captivating, and memorable. Onomatopoeic words replicate actual noises as I have used in my digital story such as 'woos, croaked and purred' this is suggested that out would assist young infants and children in associating spoken language with real-world experiences. This would help early vocabulary development and comprehension, since children may readily connect these words with recognisable sounds and activities. Goswami (2001) expresses that in early language development, onomatopoeia enhances phonological awareness by directing children's focus to the sounds present in words. By engaging in auditory repetition of phonetic words, children cultivate crucial listening, articulation, and verbal abilities that serve as fundamental.  According to Nikolajeva (2014) storytelling, onomatopoeia imcreases the child's participation and excitement by animating narratives. It facilitates the creation of vivid images, action and emotion, rendering narratives more memorable and easier to understand. When adults accentuate auditory words by emotion and gestures, children are motivated to engage, anticipate occurrences, and actively participate in storytelling, so supporting both linguistic and cognitive development However, if I had included text or audio into the practice, children would become more engaged as it would be a piece of the story that would have stood out. Lantz (2019) suggests that digital storytelling is an effective way to teach children to become creative and a way for then to understand language. 
The digital storytelling practice as I briefly stated had caused some technical challenges during many practices although I had found a great story which worked well. Many challenges still could occur such as internet difficulties. I had also had to speed up as this interactive story ‘Room on the Broom’ by Julia Donaldson was pre-recorded for somebody else’ specifically and for their story telling skills. For my future practice, I would make sure I have a solid backup plan to have something for different saved offline to ensure that I have something prepared and to produce a more engaging digital storytelling experience. Additionally, a combination of oral and digital storytelling may be very successful. By combining these two activities, practitioners can give them a more immersive and interesting experience as the digital components might improve the sensory experience and the oral parts may develop an emotional bond and a sense of presence. For instance, they would employ digital elements to enhance the story's audio and visual elements while introducing the characters and setting the atmosphere through oral storytelling. By doing this, they would be able to benefit from both approaches and provide children a better educational experience. 
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5 Literacy Development Stages

Readers should be able to complete the following tasks at each literacy
development stage:
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