Following your visit to the National Botanic Garden of Wales or a similar setting, prepare a suitable resource and explain how you would use the resource to support identified aspects of the delivery of Science, ESDGC and the wider curriculum.
Throughout this assignment, I am going to be showing my knowledge and understanding of Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC). Also, I will demonstrate the importance of ESDGC and explain why it is important to promote within the curriculum. I have created six resources and have used these to promote ESDGC within both the Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2.
ESDGC can be defined as “education that will prepare young people for life in the 21st century” (DCELLS, 2008, p.4) (1). This highlights the fact that ESDGC can educate the children of today and the children of the futures society. ESDGC is about “the big issues in the world” (DCELLS, 2008, p.4) (2). This highlights the issues that we face today and the issues that are faced globally.   ESDGC can be defined as “understanding the need to tackle injustice and equality and having the desire and ability to work actively to do so” (Young and Comins, 2002:12). This demonstrates the way in which the world should be and what the people of today’s society and the futures society can do to make these changes. In the Brundtland 1987 report it states that sustainable development is “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” (Brundtland, 1987) (3). This is a huge part of what ESDGC is about and the reason why it is taught and promoted within primary schools.  
The Department for International Development, Estyn and the Welsh Assembly Government published a guidance document for schools. “Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship – Why? What? How?” (Estyn, 2006, p.1) (4). This document described the idea of ESDGC. This would include sustainable development and global citizenship. In 2006 teachers did not have “clear and consistent” (Estyn:2006, p.3) (5) knowledge and understanding of the benefits of ESDGC and the purpose behind it.  During this period teachers were confused on how to develop the skills of ESDGC within every day lessons. The ESDGC – A common understanding for schools (2008) was developed to give teachers an understanding of how to teach the skills. 
There are many reasons why ESDGC should be taught in primary schools as there are opportunities to inform the children about issues that concern young people through every topic area. This can be done by using the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF), Foundation Phase Framework (FPF) and Key Stage 2 Subject frameworks. ESDGC is an ethos that should be taught across the curriculum from the ages of 3-16. ESDGC is promoted in primary schools, as they follow the Well being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. The act has several well-being goals these are;
· A globally responsible Wales
· A prosperous Wales
· A resilient Wales
· A healthier Wales
· A more equal Wales
· A Wales of cohesive communities
· A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh Language
Primary schools need this law as Wales faces several challenges which will only continue to deteriorate. This act ensures that we must give “current and future generations a good quality of life” Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales Act, 2015, p.4 (6). This emphasises the importance of ESDGC and what it aims to do. 
ESDGC has become one of the main priorities in primary schools as this promotes Dr Graham Donaldson’s purpose that all learners should be ethical, informed citizens. There are many key characteristics of this purpose that are like the seven main themes of ESDGC. 

(7) Dr Graham Donaldson characteristics of ethical, informed citizens 
· Understand and exercise their human and democratic responsibilities and rights
· Understand and consider the impact of their actions when making choices and acting 
· Are knowledgeable about their culture, community, society and the world, now and in the past
· Respect the needs and rights of others, as a member of a diverse society
· Show their commitment to the sustainability of the planet
“The promotion of ESDGC is a key objective of the Welsh Government” (ESTYN, 2014, p.1) (8). This show that the Welsh Government consider the teaching ESDGC in primary school to be a vital part of today’s curriculum. The Welsh Government gives teachers and pupils the opportunity to become aware of global issues and challenge their learners to engage in different cultural experiences. This can be done by making the children aware of cultural celebrations such as Diwali and Chinese New Year. The Welsh Government hope that by teaching ESDGC and making pupils aware of different cultures and global issues that it will help promote their two priorities for ESDGC. These priorities are;
· “supporting the drive for greater social inclusion and aiding integration, understanding and tolerance and;
· supporting the development of globally-minded individuals for the workforce” (9)
ESDGC has seven main themes. Teachers should try and promote and include ESDGC throughout most of their lesson when possible. These themes are;
· Natural Environment 
· Wealth and Poverty
· Identity and Culture 
· Choices and Decisions
· Health
· Climate Control
· Waste and Consumption
Within the Foundation Phase lessons that I have created, two of the lessons will take place in the Year 2 classroom one before and one after the trip. The other will take place on the educational trip to the Botanic Garden of Wales in Llanelli. The lessons will be tailored to suit the Year 2 pupils (age 6-7). The theme chosen to base the lesson plans on is ‘Wonderful Woodland’. The aim of this topic is to educate and inform children about plants, animals and different habitats within a woodland setting. 
Within each of the Foundation Phase lesson plans elements of the LNF and YCC will be present and promoted during the lessons. For example the children will use skills from the LNF, however most of the lesson plans target strands of the literacy part of the framework rather than the numeracy. Also, the children will use skills from the YCC in each of these lessons to promote their use of welsh and identify the area around them. 
The first lesson plan for the Foundation Phase will take place within the Year 2 classroom. The lesson has two lesson objectives that the children will meet at the end of the lesson. These are;
· To be able to identify and name parts of the flower
· To identify the plant’s need of survival
This lesson has links with the Knowledge and Understanding of the world area of learning within the Foundation Phase Framework (FPF). This lesson plan promotes two of the seven themes of ESDGC. The lesson promotes ‘Natural environment’ and ‘Climate change’. The natural environment will be promoted as the children will be learning about the different flowers that grow in the school garden within Wales, the children will be using the outdoor environment to locate and identify the flowers. The children will discuss as a class of the flowers they already know and have seen in the local community. Climate change will be promoted throughout this lesson as the children will learn about the different requirements a plant needs to grow and survive. For example; the sun and water (rain). While taking part in this part of the lesson the group will touch upon global warming and what this could do to the environment.  This lesson will be used as a science lesson as the children will be identifying the different parts of a flower. For example, stem, leaves, roots and petals. 
The second lesson plan of the Foundation Phase will take place while on the trip to the National Botanic Garden of Wales. The children will use the outdoor area of the Botanic Gardens to complete this lesson. Forest schools will be incorporated into the lesson. The outdoor area is “defined as Forest School because it is where Forest Schools rules apply, not those of the setting the children have come from” (10) (Sarah Knight). This lesson has two lesson objectives. These are;
· To identify what material makes the best shelter for a woodland animal.  
· Recognise different flowers and their parts.
These lesson objectives are created by using the FPF range and skills of the Knowledge and Understanding of the world and the Creative development area of learning. “Use a wide range of resources and stimuli” (Foundation Phase Framework, p.47)” (11). “Children should be given opportunities to learn the names and uses of the main external parts of the human body and plants (Foundation Phase Framework, p.42) (12) this will target the second objective of the lesson which will activate the children’s prior knowledge from the previous lesson. Throughout the lesson three areas of ESDC will be promoted. Choices and decisions will be promoted as the children will discuss how the choices and decisions of other people will influence the world. The children will be given the opportunity to have their views listened to and they will have the chance to listen to the views of others. The Natural Environment will be promoted through the lesson as the children will walk around the National Botanic Garden of Wales and identify different plants, the children will develop a care for the environment and recognise its importance.  Climate change will be promoted through the lesson the children will take part in a discussion of the different seasons. 
The third lesson of the Foundation Phase lesson plans will take place in the Year 2 classroom in the school. The children will have the chance to use the outdoor area as part of the activity with the learning support assistant. The lesson has two learning objectives. These are;
· To write a recount of our trip to the National Botanic Garden of Wales.
· Recognise different flowers and their parts.
This lesson has links with the Knowledge and Understanding of the world and creative development areas of learning from the FPF. This lesson incorporates skills taken from the LNF, more of the skills have come from the literacy strand of the framework as the teacher’s activity is literacy based. The skills from the literacy strand can be found within the lesson plan. Also, the YCC will be promoted through this lesson as the children and teacher will use a variety of welsh words and phrases throughout the lesson. The children will remember and use the welsh colours to describe the paints and leaves they find in the outdoor area. The children will talk about the location of the National Botanic Garden of Wales and they will become aware of the distance and time it takes to travel there. Three ESDGC themes will be promoted throughout the lesson. Natural Environment will be promoted through the lesson as the children will activate prior knowledge to name parts of the flower as they describe it within their recount. Climate change will be promoted during a discussion about the autumn season and the different colours of the leaves. Lastly, Identity and culture will be promoted as the children will develop a sense of culture as they learn about the location of the National Botanic Gardens. 
Within the Key Stage 2 lesson plans all three will take place in the classroom setting. The lesson plans have been tailored to suit Year 5 pupils (ages 9-10). The chosen theme to base the Key Stage 2 lesson plans on is ‘Light’. The aim of this topic is to educate children on the different lights around the world, the history of fireworks and renewable materials that can be used to create energy. 
Within each of the Key stage 2 lesson plans elements of the LNF and YCC will be present and promoted during these lessons. For example, within lesson one, two and three children will use skills from the literacy strand of the LNF. Also, the children will use skills from the YCC in each of these lessons to promote their use of welsh and their locality. These skills are shown in each lesson plans. 
The first lesson will take place in the classroom. The lesson has two learning objectives. These are;
· To understand what light is. 
· To research how many hours of light are in different parts of the world? 
“Pupils should be given the opportunity to study living in other countries” DCELLS Geography in the national curriculum, p.12) (13). Throughout the lesson the children will research about the hours of day light in other countries from around the world. The lesson will promote two themes of ESDGC. Climate change will be promoted as the children will discover the different types of weather in the country they are researching. Also, the children will discuss the seasons and the climates of these countries. The natural environment will be promoted as the pupils will learn about different countries in the world and research facts about them. 
The second lesson plan will take place in the classroom. The lesson has one learning objective. “To be able to sequence events using a timeline” DCELLS History in the national curriculum, p.13 (14). The learning objective has been adapted and used from the History in the national curriculum for Wales as this skill will be the focus of the task. This lesson will be based on Bonfire Night and fireworks. The children will discuss and answer several questions about fireworks. The children will use a PowerPoint to gather information and then sequence the events into a timeline. Two themes of ESDGC will be promoted through this lesson. Identity and culture will be promoted as the children will develop a sense of identity and culture from learning about an important celebration that happens in their country. The children will develop their knowledge of the culture by using resources within the lesson. Choices and decisions will be promoted as the children will understand how the choices and decisions of other people have affected today’s society, this will be done by looking at the choices that the Africans and Chinese made during a certain part of history. 
The final Key stage 2 lesson plan will take place in the classroom. The lesson has two learning objectives. These are;
· To be able to create a simple circuit.
· To be able to identify what materials are conductors and insulators. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The learning objectives have been adapted from the range and skills for key stage 2 science. The children will create a simple circuit and test different materials from around the world to decide whether they are a conductor or insulator. Also, the children will use ICT to research to definition of renewable materials and a range of renewable sources of light. The class will then discuss their findings from the experiment and the research at the end of the lesson. Two themes of ESDGC will be promoted during this lesson. Natural environment will be promoted as the children will develop a sense of care for their environment during the group discussion about renewable energy. Choice and decisions will be promoted through this activity as the pupils will start to understand how the actions of others can have an effect on society and the world. Finally, consumption and waste will be promoted as the children will start to understand that natural resources can run out and that they replace this for re-usable materials. 
To conclude, I think that ESDGC is an important ethos to be taught within a primary school. There are many ways to incorporate ESDGC within every day activities, this can be demonstrated within the lesson plans. Education is the most important way to promote ESDGC and allow children to become “ethical informed citizens” (Dr.G. Donaldson: 2015) (13).
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