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Script 
Good afternoon, my name is Jordyn Ferber I will be discussing dyslexia today, the strategies used to support it, barriers that can affect dyslexia and the diagnosis process. I am going to attach my poster now. 
Can everyone see the poster, okay? 
Snap Cymru (2025) state that additional learning needs, also known as ALN, is a term used to describe children who have learning difficulties or for children who struggle to learn. One type of ALN is dyslexia which I will be focusing on today, The British Dyslexia Association (2026) state that dyslexia is one type of learning difficulty which affects a person’s reading and writing skills, they also state that dyslexia can affect the way in which the individual processes information and how they understand this information. 
Dyslexia UK (2024) state that 10% of the UK population will be affected by dyslexia and 4% of the UK population suffer with severe dyslexia, these statistics show that many people within the UK suffer from dyslexia. Neuro launch (2024) suggests that having dyslexia impacts an individual's needs and ability to read, write and process the information effectively. 
NHS (2026) state that the signs of dyslexia in children are, starting to speak later than other children, not showing interest in activities regarding language, having difficulty with numbers and remembering the order of things, written work that looks messy and has lots of mistakes. 
Dyslexia can also affect an individual's mental health as it can impact the cognitive, social and emotional challenges that individuals face with this learning difficultly. This poster will explore the diagnosis process of dyslexia, support strategies that can be in place and the barriers to early identification and diagnosis. 
Cambridge dictionary (2026) states that a diagnosis is a judgement about what an illness or problem is after being looked into and examined. Many children who have dyslexia will struggle to get a diagnosis and therefore struggle to get the support they need within their school settings to help develop their language and work skills. The british dyslexia association (2026) state that when a concern is brought up about a child having dyslexia it is important that these concerns that are had for the child are expressed to the practitioners or the setting special educational needs co-ordinator within the school, when schools and settings are made aware of the child’s needs it is then easier for the setting to put strategies and interventions in place to support the child and to help them thrive in their learning. 
A dyslexia diagnosis is hard to get for children but the only way that a diagnosis can be made is through a diagnostic assessment, this can only be completed through a certified dyslexia assessor. The assessment that takes place aims to identify learning styles that work for the child and ones that do not work. This form of assessment helps to see the difference of where their ability of skills is, and what their knowledge of reading and writing is. 
Yale university (2024) state that many individuals can go through life with no diagnosis due to practitioners not having the understanding and knowledge to push for diagnosis. This can then be a barrier to the individual as they will be going through life struggling to adapt to live with this condition with no support. Wagner (2018) states that individuals who have dyslexia are commonly misdiagnosed or can be missed completely due to practitioners thinking the child could be lazy with their work or just show no interest, this then means that children are often left to struggle within school and learn to live with the difficulties they face rather than having the support to work through them. 
The main two barriers for dyslexia are the lack of early diagnosis and reduced access that the children can have to the curriculum. The lack of early diagnosis and support to children with dyslexia is far too common and results in children struggling within school and then losing interest in their schoolwork as they struggle to adapt and learn with no support. Many practitioners can mistake children who have dyslexia for having no interest in learning and do not want to learn, when having a child like this sometimes the practitioners will think that there is no interest there rather than investigating the situation further and looking if the child has an underlying need, such as, dyslexia. 
Another barrier that can impact a child’s learning and their ability to have the same learning outcomes as other children and not to be discriminated against is to have the opportunity to have the access to the curriculum that meets the needs of the child. When a child has dyslexia they will likely need more time when taking part in writing exams, they may also need different resources accommodated to them, such as, having their writing sheets and leaflets on different coloured paper or different colour text as certain colours may cause difficulty to the child and they may struggle to understand and take in the information making them either slower completing the work or unable to do so. Both of these barriers can affect the emotional well-being of the individual as when they are not having the appropriate support and struggling with their school work it can affect their mental health as they may feel that they are not good enough. 
There are many support strategies that can be used to support dyslexia, the one focused on in this posted is structured literacy approach. The international dyslexia association (2024) state that structured literacy is a comprehensive and integrated approach to develop the child’s oral language whilst developing their structure of their written language. The structured literacy approach focuses on the teaching of phonics to children so that they are able to better blend and sound their words and how they blend together to improve their writing skills and be able to understand which letters should go where in a word. By repetitively completing this approach it can allow children to gain the confidence they need to develop their language and literacy and have an eager willing to learn and develop their language. 
The Orton Gillingham Academy (2024) state that the Orton Gillingham Academy approach to children is a direct, multisensory approach and gives many different ways to support children with their reading, writing and spelling. However this approach is widely supported throughout many settings for the support to the children, its success depends on the quality of the strategy that is provided by practitioners and whether the children are enjoying the strategy and depends how engaged they are. The advantages of this strategy is that it is evidence based so has lots of positive outcomes however it can be a repetitive process and therefore children get bored after a period of time and no longer want to engage. 
Due to children not having the diagnosis of dyslexia when they need it it can result in 
In conclusion dyslexia is one of the most common learning difficulties an individual can have but there is so little support and advice around for those who need it. The process of diagnosis can take an extensive amount of time and can be a long intrusive period with many barriers that can be faced. It can sometimes be overwhelming, and many families can choose to go for private care which can be costly. 

Nicola question – How do you know the support is working and how often is it reviewed? 
We look at how the child is developing and how their skills have developed and see the progress that the child has made, if the child has not made much progress then the support will be reviewed and changed up. 
Lauren question – What are the earliest indicators of dyslexia in children? 
Delayed speech, messy work, muddled up words. 

Ask Nicola – How is a child’s learning suppported within school when they have ADHD? 
Ask Lauren – other than PECS what strategies have you found beneifical when working with children with autism? 
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