CHANGE MAKERS: Creativity and Value Creation

During this project I want to try and find a way to make studying easier for students. I personally find it difficult to read different source materials whilst doing my coursework. I thought of using a brand similar to Audible to help students gather information from different sources, this would include books, articles, biography’s, newspapers, etc. Students would be able to listen to information whilst going about their day, whether that be on a walk, doing a weekly shop, or just in their room as they're writing down notes. I believe it will create more focus within studies and benefit students with disabilities, like Dyslexia, to better themselves and their work. 

You could say to a student, “Why not just buy audible?” That would mean paying a subscripting of £7.99 monthly as well as buying the individual material costing from £5-£25. For a student these costs could all add up, especially when you are asked to be looking into many materials for information. I want to see if there's a way to convince the university of creating a cheaper alternative, much like how education offers Microsoft Office in your years of study. If I can find a way to convince the university this will benefit students and increase grades too; it will be both students and the university that will benefit.

There are many free apps online that allow you to take a picture of a page and it will read it out loud. All these free apps come with a hidden price. You’ll be able to use it a certain amount of times before you are asked to pay a fee, or you won’t be able to use certain feature until you pay a fee. I want to be able to help make studying stress free, as we all know how stressful the education process can be. 

I created a questionnaire to gather information regarding reading in education. I want to see how the students feel about their current ways of study and if they would be open to try a new method. In my presentation I hope to give enough evidence in order to persuade those who have enough influence ability to start a change for this university for the better. The main question I ask myself is: Is there a way to make reading material more convenient to students? 
My questions:
1) What course do you study?
2) What year are you in?
3) Do you like reading?
4) If answered ‘yes’ to the question before, how often do you choose to read?
5) Does your course require you to gather information through different sources?
6) What medium do you choose to read from? Select all that apply.
7) When studying, how do you find reading source material for your course? 
8) Do you have any disabilities that affect your reading? If so, what are they?
9) What distracts you when reading
10) Do you find that you don’t have enough time to sit down and read in a day whilst doing course work?
11) What can be done to help make reading different materials easier for students?
12) Would you find it easier if things were being read to you whilst you studied?
13) Would you use a form of audiobook if the university paid for it?


When I sent of my survey, I received 16 responses from students. I left the survey open for 48 hours and sent it round the main student Facebook page for UWTSD Carmarthen and into a social media group chat which has a variety of students in from different years. The Facebook page didn’t get any interactions unfortunately. The main Facebook page doesn’t have much activity on it, which is unfortunate because it's a great way to communicate across campus and reach students within that campus. 

My main audience I had from my survey was from those who are on the same course as myself: Set Design and Production. One of the questions I began with was: “Do you like reading?”.  I personally think this is a very strong factor in the mindset of students when it comes to studying. If they don’t like reading, then that can change their enthusiasm and their educational drive to further their knowledge. When I received my results there was only 81% responses that said ‘yes’ to liking to read. This can also affect the pace they read and the absorbing of information; It’s known that if you do not enjoy something then you’re less driven to do that particular activity or thing. The next question asked was “Does your course require you to gather information through different sources?”. 100% of the 16 responses replied with ‘yes’. A variety of courses do expect evidence and research to come from different sources and materials. For students, this can be seen to be difficult, finding related sources/ materials as well as to understand them. My whole experiment is to see if the students would benefit from having some assistance with their work which would also be convenient to them. 

19% of students responded saying they find reading their source material difficult. Although I only have a small number of responses, that’s still a small fraction of the whole university, imagine what the number would be if the whole campus responded? Knowing that there is a percentage of students who do find issues with their work tells us that as a university we need to help those students so that they have a better chance and getting the grades and the understanding from their course. From my findings I think that distractions within the study environment can hold a factor to how they respond to their source material while studying. There was one comment in particular which stood out to me:
 “I find I read quite slow so I feel that I’m not achieving much over time I spend reading or that my eyes race over the page.” 

“I’m not achieving much”.

As a student myself I can relate to this. It's a feeling of unfulfillment; knowing that you can do more but you’re stopped in your path from something as simple as understanding text or gathering information. With feelings like this you never know if it's a result of metal health or disabilities that are holding you back from your educational rights. Out of the 16 students 25% said they have a disability that affects their reading. Taking into account, that 100% have said they are required to read sourcing materials and having a quarter of students say they have a form of disabilities that limit them as students of a higher level, surely as a university there is more than a support system in place to help assist students; even the ones who are not entitled to support. 

My proposal of introducing an audio book system will allow all of those who struggle with reading, to have the same benefit and chance to improve their coursework. If there is an opportunity to better a student’s chances of success, shouldn’t we take it? The audiobook system will allow students to be able to listen to their source material not only as well as taking notes but whilst doing house-hold tasks and day-to-day tasks. Listening to a textbook whilst doing your washing or even going out and doing your weekly shop still provides students that opportunity to utilise their time into their studies. 87% students agreed with the statement “…you don’t have enough time in the day to sit down and read whilst doing coursework?”. Being an independent student takes up a lot of time along with trying to balance a student life, wanting the best grades possible to best their careers. When being asked “Would you find it easier if someone read to them whilst they studied?”. 81% responded with ‘yes’. 

The students of this university have the rights to an education also a support system that benefits all students to push them to achieve the best grades they can get. Although there was 19% of students that answered ‘no’ to the previous question, when I asked: “Would you use a form of audiobook if the university paid for it?” 100% answered ‘yes’. 

Out of the small portion of students who did fill out my survey there are still a stronger portion of those who would take advantage of this benefit if it was provided. If I time had allowed it, I would’ve liked to send a questionnaire out to the lectures of various departments to get their views on this theory. 

As well as conducting my own research, I did some secondary research into the matter. According to theconversation.com “students are reading more slowly and comprehending less.”
https://theconversation.com/up-to-80-of-uni-students-dont-read-their-assigned-readings-here-are-6-helpful-tips-for-teachers-165952
From their findings as to why students don’t engage with their course, they found that, “lack of motivation” and “time constraints” were two of the main contributors to student studying within university level. Some texts books are dense with information and can mentally drain a student if they're focusing intensely. If the university can offer a helping hand in a way to take away some of the intense reading, then students will fall under less stress and have more drive towards their coursework. As I said before a format like audiobooks can be used at any time; in any place and is a strong research tool provided to assist students.  A survey, by literacytrust.org.uk, back in May 2020 found that 48.2% of people said they use audiobook because they can carry out tasks at the same time. 7 in 10 said that listening to audiobooks kept their brain stimulated. 


My overall investigation into this topic is that a format like audiobook within the educational system will highly benefit all students and lecturers in their approach to learning. It will provide an increase in engagement and a decrease into stress and anxiety when it comes to studying, especially leading up to exams. If there is a way to slowly introduce this system into our university, even if we start small and have our materials available in audio form, I think that there will be an increase in productivity. 


I would like to further my research into more in-depth investigations and find out from companies how something like this would be approached and what the time frame of that action would be. I’d like to communicate with members of faculty more to see if they see the possibilities of this becoming a reality and what their views are; if they think it would benefit students withing universities. 

I hope to spark the interest of those on this campus, to get a support system in place so we can find a way to improve our learning resources so that we as students can better ourselves and have a stronger chance at higher grades within our chosen curriculum.
