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Henrietta Moore studied a contemporary society in order to understand how physical space links to social action and material culture. 

She studied the Marakwet of Kenya who have a very strong sexual division of labour in which men are responsible for keeping goats and women concern themselves with cereal agriculture. The plan that Moore made of a typical Endo compound shows a number of concerns important to postmodern enquiry. The two houses on an Endo compound, one male and the other female, are interpreted as symbolic of the binary oppositions between men and women, the houses are, in fact, a material representation of the cultural dichotomy (Moore 1986: 45 (fig 18)). The fact that the three types of rubbish in a Marakwet compound - ash, goat dung and chaff – are kept physically separate from one another with no functional explanation as to why that may be so suggests that space is being organised according to principles other than utility.  Moore went on to show that “the most common reason the Endo give for not mixing ash, animal dung and chaff is the relationship between refuse and burial: ‘Not good to mix takataka [rubbish] because when a woman dies she should be buried where the chaff is, because her work is to dig and remove the chaff ‘  ‘Old men should be buried near the goat dung” (Moore 1986: 102). Thus Moore, in keeping with general postmodern lines of enquiry demonstrated the following:

1. Space is laden with meaning, it is not just created accorded to function.
2. Social issues like gender and power cannot be separated from our appreciation of physical space or architecture
3. Unlike Gifford, Moore thought it was important to ask the Endo what they themselves thought about their own space. She actively sought the insider’s, or the emic view. Her many photographs of Endo compounds show that she did not represent them as bird’s eye views alone (Moore 1986: 46(pl. III)).
4. Moore asked the Marakwet about the symbolism in their architecture.
5. Moore showed, how space, or the use of space is affected by time. She showed how an Endo compound develops over time, maintaining the binary oppositional symbolism as the family within the compound grows (Moore 1986:95 (fig.32)). She also showed how the same space is used as a rubbish tip throughout a person’s life and, with time, eventually becomes their burial place.


