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Studying the Medieval
READING LIST I: Medieval records

(1) Handwriting, Palaeography and Diplomatic
Bischoff, Bernard, Latin Palaeography: Antiquity and the Middle Ages, trans. D. O’Croinin and D. Ganz (Cambridge: University Press, 1997)

Bishop, T. A. M., Scriptores regis: facsimiles to identify and illustrate the hands of royal scribes in original charters of Henry I, Stephen, and Henry II (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1961) [not in UWL library]

Brown, M., A Guide to Western Historical Scripts from Antiquity to 1600 (Toronto and London: British Library, 1990)

Bullough, D., and R. L. Storey, eds., The Study of Medieval Records: essays in honour of Kathleen Major (London: Oxford University Press, 1971)

Chaplais, P., English Royal Documents: King John to Henry VI, 1199–1461 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971)

Denholm Young, N., Handwriting in England and Wales (Cardiff: UW Press, 1964)

Harvey, P. D. A., Editing Historical Records (London: British Library, 2001)

Hector, L. C., The Handwriting of English Documents (London: Edward Arnold, 1966)
Johnson, J., and H. Jenkinson, English Court Hands 1066–1500 (1915)

----------, Later Court Hands in England (1927)
Lindsay, W. M., Early Welsh Script (Oxford: Parker, 1912)

Newton, K. C., Medieval Local Records: a reading aid (Historical Association Pamphlet, 1971)

Parkes, M. B., English Cursive Book Hands, 1250–1500 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969 and London: Scolar Press, 1979) 

Petti, A. G., English Literary Hands from Chaucer to Dryden (London: Edward Arnold, 1977)

Poole, R. L., Medieval reckonings of time (London: SPCK, 1921)

----------, Studies in Chronology and History (Oxford: Clarendon, 1934)

Preston, Jean and Laetitia Yeandle, English Handwriting 1300–1650 (Asheville: Pegasus, 1999)

Thoyts, E. E., How to Read Old Documents (Phillimore, 1980)

Wright, C. E., English Vernacular Hands from the 12th to the 15th centuries (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1960)

Websites:

See www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/palaeography
This concentrates on early modern rather than medieval palaeography, but there are sections that are very useful for our purposes. See in particular the sections on dating, numbers, money and measurements, and on standard abbreviation. For fun play the ‘Ducking Stool Game’!

See also www.paleo.anglo-norman.org

(2)  Essential reference works for dating documents
Cheney, C. R., Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks, 4 (1945, revised edn 2000)

Fryde, E, Greenway, D. E., Porter, S., and I. Roy, Handbook of British Chronology, Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks, 2 (1986)

Knowles, D., and R. N. Hadcock, Medieval Religious Houses: England and Wales, 2nd edn (London: Longman, 1971)

Knowles, D., Brooke, C. N. L., and V. London, Heads of Religious Houses: England and Wales, I, 940–1216 (Cambridge: University Press, 1972); second revised edn by David M. Smith (2001); II, 1216–1377, ed. D. M. Smith and V. C. M. London (Cambridge: UP, 2001); III, 1377–1540, ed. D. M. Smith (Cambridge: UP, 2008)

Poole, R. L., Medieval Reckonings of Time (London: SPCK, 1921)
See also the volumes comprising the series John le Neve, Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae. These volumes, which give details of dignitaries of the English dioceses from 1066, were originally published in 1716, and re-edited with additional material in 1854. The volumes are in the process of being updated and re-edited under the auspices of the University of London, Institute of Historical Research.


(3)  Study of Records: General
Clanchy, M. T., From Memory to Written Record: England 1066–1307 (London: Arnold, 1979)

Elton, G. R., The Sources of History: England 1200–1640 (1969)

English Historical Documents, II, 1042-1189, ed. D. C. Douglas and G. W. Greenway (1953), and III, 1189–1327, ed. H. Rothwell (1975)

Galbraith, V. H., Studies in the Public Records (London: Nelson, 1948)

Hey, David. The Oxford Companion to Local and Family History (Oxford: University Press, 1996): a useful work of reference

Hoskins, W. G., Local History in England, 3rd edn (London: Longman, 1984)
Parkes, M. B., ‘The Literacy of the Laity’, in D. Daiches and A. Thorlby, ed., The Medieval World (1973), 555–77
The following sections are highly selective and designed to give examples of types of medieval records. You can search for further titles using the Library’s catalogue system.
(4) Collections of translated records
Amt, E., Women's Lives in Medieval Europe: a sourcebook (London and New York: Routledge, 1993)

Goldberg, P. J. P., Women in England c. 1275–1525: documentary sources (Manchester: University Press, 1995)

English Historical Documents: see under section (3)
(5) Charters and Cartularies

Davis, G. R. C., Medieval Cartularies of Great Britain (London, 1958)
Hyams, P. R., ‘The charter as a source for the early common law’, Journal of Legal History, 12 (1991), 173–89
---------, ‘Warranty and Good Lordship in twelfth-century England’, Law and History Review, 5 (1987), 437–503

Foulds, T., ‘Medieval Cartularies’, Archives 18 (1987), 3−35
Gervers, M., Dating Undated Medieval Charters (2000)
Hudson, J., Land, Law and Lordship in Anglo-Norman England (Oxford, 1994)

Patterson, R., ed., Earldom of Gloucester Charters (Oxford, 1973)

Walker, D., ‘The Organization of Material in Medieval Cartularies’, in D. A. Bullough and R. L. Storey, ed., The Study of Medieval Records: Essays in Honour of Kathleen Major (Oxford, 1972), pp. 132−50
For an example of an edited (calendared) cartulary see Janet Burton, ed., The Cartulary of Byland Abbey, Surtees Society, 208 (Woodbridge, 2004), with an EXCELLENT introduction about the making and function of cartularies!

(6)  Ecclesiastical
Calendar of Wills proved and enrolled in the Court of Hustings, London, AD1258–1688 (London: Corporation of London, 1890)

Cheney, C. R., English Bishops' Chanceries 1100–1250 (Manchester: University Press, 1950)

----------, From Becket to Langton: English Church Government (Manchester: University Press, 1956)

Haines, R. M., A Calendar of the Register of Wolfstan de Bransford, Bishop of Worcester, 1339–49 (London: HMSO, 1966)

Marett, W. P., A Calendar of the Register of Henry Wakefield, Bishop of Worcester, 1375–95 (Birmingham: Worcester Historical Society, 1972)

Sheehan, M. M., The Will in Medieval England (Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies, Studies and Texts 6, 1963)

----------, Marriage, Family and Law in Medieval Europe (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1996)

Swanson, R. N., Catholic England: faith, religion and observance before the Reformation (Manchester: University Press, 1993)

(7) Historical Writing
Dahmus, J., Seven Medieval Historians (Chicago: Nelson-Hall, 1982)

Davis, R. H. C., et al, The Writing of History in the Middle Ages: essays presented to R. W. Southern (Oxford: Clarendon, 1981)

Given-Wilson, C., Chronicles: the writing of history in Mediebal England (London: Hambledon and London, 2004)

Gransden, A., Historical Writing in England c. 550–1307 (London: Routledge, 1974)

----------, Historical Writing in England c. 1307 to the early sixteenth century (London: Routledge, 1982)

Hanning, Robert W., The Vision of History in early Britain: from Gildas to Geoffrey of Monmouth (New York: Columbia University Press, 1966)

Hay, D., Annalists and Historians: western historiography from the eighth to the eighteenth century (London: Methuen, 1977)

Jenkins, C., The Monastic Chronicler and the early school of St Albans (London: SPCK, 1922)

Smalley, B., Historians of the Middle Ages (London: Thames and Hudson, 1974)

White, H., The Content of the Form: narrative discourse and historical report (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University, 1987) 

For examples of chronicles see:
Chronicles of Bury St Edmunds 1212–130, ed. and trans. A. Gransden (London: Nelsons Medieval Texts, 1964)

The Chronicle of Jocelin of Brakelond, ed. H. E. Butler (London: Nelsons Medieval Texts, 1949)

Chronicles of Matthew Paris: monastic life in the thirteenth century, ed. and trans. by R. Vaughan (Gloucester: Alan Sutton, 1984)

Gesta Stephani, ed. and trans. K. R. Potter (Oxford: Oxford Medieval Texts, 1976)

The Universal History of Ranulf Higden, ed. J. Taylor (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1966)

R. Vaughan, Matthew Paris (Cambridge: University Press, 1958)

William of Newburgh, History of English Affairs, ed. and trans. P. G. Walsh (Warminster: Aris and Phillips, 1988)

(8)  Government
Clanchy, M.,  From Memory to Written Record (see above, section (3))

Jewell, Helen, English Local Administration in the Middle Ages (Newton Abbot: David and Charles, 1972)

Morris, W. A., The English Government at Work, 1327–1336 (Cambridge, Mass, 1940)

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

(9) Manorial and Estate Records
Bailey, M., ed. and trans., The English Manor c. 1200–c.1500 (Manchester: University Press, 2002)

Dyer, C., Lords and Peasants in a Changing Society: the estates of the bishopric of Worcester, 680–1540 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1980)

Harvey, P. D. A., Manorial Records (London: British Records Association, 1984)

----------, ed., Manorial Records of Cuxham c. 1200–1359 (London: HMSO, 1976)

----------, ed., The Peasant Land Market in Medieval England (Oxford: University Press, 1984)

Harvey, P. D. A., and Sylvia Thomas, Medieval Manorial Records (Leeds: Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 1983)

Hatcher, J., Rural Economy and Society in the Duchy of Cornwall, 1300–1500 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1970)

Holmes, G., The Estates of the Higher Nobility in Fourteenth Century England (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1957)

Hone, N. J., The Manor and Manorial Records (London, 1971)

McIntosh, M. K., Autonomy and Community: the royal manor of Havering 1200–1500 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986)

Newton, K. C., Thaxted in the 14th century: an account of the manor and borough, with translated texts (Chelmsford: Essex County Council, 1960)

Oschinsky, D., ed., Walter of Henley and Other Treatises on Estate Management and Accounting (Oxford: Clarendon, 1971)

Titow, J. Z., English Rural Society, 1200–1350 (1969): for an introduction to manorial records

Wakefield: The Court Rolls of the Manor of Wakefield (Yorkshire Archaeological Society, 1983)

Widworthy: Widworthy Manorial Court Rolls, 1453–1617 (Marwood, 1997)

(10) Personal Records
Davies, N., ed., Paston Letters and Papers of the Fifteenth Century, 2 vols (Oxford: Clarendon, 1971, 1976)

Gairdner, J., ed., The Paston Letters 1422–1509 (Edinburgh: Grant, 1910, repr. Gloucester: Sutton, 1983)

Jones, M. D., ed., The Paston Letters: a selection (Cambridge: University Press, 1909)

Walter Daniel, The Life of Ailred of Rievaulx, ed. and trans. by F. M. Powicke (London: Nelson's Medieval Texts, 1950)

The Life of Christina of Markyate, ed. and trans. by C. H. Talbot, revised edn (Oxford: Oxford Medieval Texts, 1987)

Guibert of Nogent, Self and Society in Medieval France (London: University of Toronto and the Medieval Academy of America, 1989)


(11)  Websites
Useful websites for documentary sources, and aids to dating record sources etc, are:

www.durham.ac.uk/medieval.documents
www.fordham.edu/halsall.sbook.html
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