This assignment will start by defining what a child is, how families were formed in the Victorian times and how they differ now. The assignment will mostly concentrate on the educational aspect of childhood and will explore laws passed from the Victorian era to the present times that have altered how families and children are socially constructed over time. There will also be recommendations to improve in lowering educational inequalities. 

According to NSPCC Learning (2022) The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) recognises a child as an individual below the age of 18 unless relevant legislation grants them the right to be an adult sooner. Another example of a definition is from the Dictionary (2022) which suggests that a child is a human who has not reached the legal age of adulthood or reached puberty. Also Merriam-Webster (2022) states that childhood is ‘the state or period of being a child’. During the 18th Century, Victorian Era, families were the most important aspect of life. Typically, a Victorian family unit consisted solely of a father, mother and children, including an average of five or six children, making them larger than modern households (Pooley, 2013). Today, a nuclear family consists of adults who are living together, whether they are married or not, same sex marriage has expanded the definition of nuclear family. Children who are either born into a nuclear family or who are adopted into one make up a nuclear family. (National Geographic, 2022). 

The UNCRC was introduced in 1992 in the UK, which contains 54 articles, addresses every element of a child's life. It outlines every child’s civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights that they are entitled to (GOV.UK, 2010). Unicef (2022) suggests that education is a social and cultural right that assists in the fight against child labour and poverty. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) contains several articles that specifically address a child's right to education. The focus of Articles 28 and 29 is on the child's right to an education as well as the standard and nature of that education (Save the Children, 2022). Every child has the legal right to an education but for many individuals, education is still a privilege. 

History has shown that children have worked to support their families. In the 18th century, child labour was prevalent in Britain (Kirby, 2013). Humphries (2010) suggests that before the Industrial revolution poor children worked to support their family as soon as employment was found by their families. Since school was not free lower-class children were no able to attend as their parents could not afford it. 
In agreement with this claim, Tuttle (2021) adds that children as young as 10 years old were put to work to help provide for their families, this was only the case for lower class children as middle class and upper-class children had more opportunities from their family’s status. This implies that education for poor children was of little importance and that it was primarily important for wealthier children. It demonstrates that education was not as valued and that having a child in a lower-class family was a financial burden. This highlights how the upper-class and lower-class households in Victorian period differs significantly. Goose and Honeyman (2013) mention that girls also received less education because it was thought that they would get married and start families. Additionally, there were few career options for women. Children's chances for an education were influenced by their class and gender. Mair (2019) explains that by 1844, the only educational options for the poor consisted of a few tiny, merely teaching the most basic skills at privately run dame schools, as well as charity schools frequently administered by churches, also known as ragged schools. There were some night schools available as well, if the child had the time and stamina after working all day. Towards the end of Queen Victoria's reign, more advancements were made. Under the Factory Act of 1878, no trade could employ anyone under the age of ten. (UK Parliament (2022). The Education Act of 1880 strengthened the mandatory school attendance up to the age of 10. Later, with exceptions for pupils who met the necessary standards in reading, writing, and math, the school-leaving age was raised to 12. Nearly all children who were born towards the end of Queen Victoria's reign attended school until they were 12 (UK Parliament, 2022). UK Parliament (2022) mentions that all children were eligible for free secondary education under the 1944 Education Act. A test called the "11 plus" would be used to assign children based on their performance in that exam. Equal opportunity for children from all backgrounds were the aim. Although 16 was the initial intended school-leaving age, this wasn't put into effect until 1972. Flude (1990) suggests that parents have legal rights regarding their children's education under the Education Act of 1998. The Education Act (1998)'s introduction specifically mentions making accommodations for the education of those with special needs or disabilities. One of the main objectives of the Act is to provide practical impact to the constitutional rights of children, especially children who have disabilities or other special educational needs. Schools are required by law to meet a wide range of needs, values, and traditions. Adding to this, the concept of multicultural education was implemented in most school, this was done to ensure that all pupils, especially those from different ethnic backgrounds had equal access to educational opportunities (Parliament. UK, 2006). According to Legislation.GOV (2022) the 1996 Education Act came into force to ensure that every child in the UK had access to a good education. The legislation mandates that parents/guardians need to ensure that children who are of obligatory school age (5–16) obtain a full-time education. BBC News (2014) informs that mandatory national curriculum for England and Wales was announced by Kenneth Baker, the Education Secretary, in 1987. It was introduced in 1988 and enhanced in 2014. It was improved due to concerns that the curriculum offered by schools may have been unequal. To ensure that every student receives an education of the same standard, the national curriculum set down what should be taught to pupils. (Department of Education, 2013). Department of Education (2014) suggests that every school receiving funding must have a curriculum. One element of the school curriculum is the national curriculum, this made it possible for child welfare to significantly improve. Government laws serve as a guide for schools' rules and procedures. These are in place to ensure that the school is properly run, that the safety of employees, pupils, and anybody else connected to the school and that they adhere to the standards and rules. The national government of the UK is continuously obligated to provide children with a high standard of education (NSPCC Learning, 2022). 

Even though all these policies and legislation are in place today, children still experience inequality in education. Unicef (2022) points out that children with disabilities experience persistent barriers to their education as a result of stigma, prejudice, and decision-makers' continuous failure to include disability in educational programmes. According to DailyMail (2017) disabled individuals were a burden in the workhouse in the early 1800s. However, during the 1840s, institutions were established to separate them, such as Redhill, Surrey's Royal Earlswood Asylum for Idiots. All children with disabilities were required to attend school under the 1918 Education Act (Historic England, 2019). Miyauchi (2011) suggests that the availability of education for children and adolescents with impairments has grown quickly. The Worcester College for the Blind became the first higher education institution in the world for people with disabilities in 1866. Local governments were given the authority to establish day schools for children who were blind, deaf, "defective," and epileptic in the 1890s. Department of Education (2022) mentions in 2022, there were 1.49 million students with special educational needs (SEN), which accounted for 16.5% of all students. According to the Disability Standards for Education (2005), teachers must ensure that each student may participate in the curriculum on an equal level with their classmates by providing them with thorough demanding, significant, and dignified learning opportunities GOV.UK, 2005). In the UK, students with special needs can enrol in regular or special schools, but local governments are required by law to teach students in inclusive schools whenever appropriate. Every school is required to have a Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator (SENCO), who oversees managing the support provided to students with SEN (GOV.UK, 2022). This demonstrates how disabled children were isolated and given distinct treatment during the 1800s since they were unable to participate in society or even attend regular schools, due to their disability they were denied access to an education. There are now laws in place to address disability inequality in education and there are numerous special needs school. 

Green (2018) suggests children of colour in Victorian England were left by their parents because of their skin tone. Others who weren't intentionally left behind typically came from poor homes that couldn't provide for them, and out of desperation, sent them to the workhouses. Dresser and Hann (2013) indicated that throughout the nineteenth century the majority of White people in America restricted Black people's access to educational opportunities, whether they were free or slaves. In the 1800s, there were more state laws that prohibited teaching, reading and writing to black children. In accordance with The Guardian (2017), Barnardo's, which started its work in 1866, the first children's charity in England to include children of colour and mixed races. It is unlawful under The Race Relations Act 1976 to discriminate based on of race, colour, nationality (including citizenship), and national or ethnic origin (UK Parliament, 2022). Equality Human Rights (2020) implies all schools have a general obligation under the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 to put a stop to racial discrimination, develop equal opportunity, and bring peace among people of all racial backgrounds. This illustrates how little relevance or value was placed on black people. Because of their skin tone, black people were classified as slaves and were not treated as humans. Prior to the introduction of legislation, their education did not matter.

Mealing (2013) suggests between social classes and genders, there were still significant inequalities in Victorian England. Gender still had an impact on individuals of high class, boys’ education was regarded as more significant and received academic practical training while girls on the other hand received sewing, embroidery, sketching, and singing. Boys were primarily trained to be gentlemen in public schools. Dyhouse (2012) informs that upper class girls were not enrolled in public schools, because staying at home was the norm for women where they acquired skills that would help them when they were married. It was not until the 1870s that both boys and girls in England were expected to complete primary school when the Education Act was implemented, but secondary education was not a priority for girls in even upper-class homes until the 1890s. The education system has made progress towards gender equality. Young women are now significantly more likely than young males to enrol in higher education, at 56.6% against 44.1% accordingly (Hepi, 2020). Examining this, girls in the Victorian times were not valued for their intelligence. Since legislations now allow girls to study and girls now have the same right to an education as boys, improvements in legislation from the Victorian era to the present have changed how many females can be in a classroom. 

According to the Equality Act of 2010 discrimination based on their sexual orientation, race, disability, religion, or political beliefs is against the school policies. Everyone now has equal access to educational possibilities due to this legislation (Government Equalities Office, 2010). Godwyll and So Young Kang (2008) mentions people have the chance for a better life because of an education. Education eradicates poverty and hunger, and it is why most families keep their children in education. Education teaches individuals many life skills for instance, it teaches us to become better human beings, find better employment and know the difference between right and wrong (Save the Children, 2015). Save the Children (2014) recommends a good way to make sure that every child has the same chance to learn and develop the skills they need to flourish is through inclusive education. It includes educational opportunities for traditionally overlooked groups, such as children who speak minority languages and those who are disabled.

Society's long-standing problem with educational inequality has increased by a variety of circumstances, such as differences in wealth, racial and gender stereotypes, and physical and mental disabilities. Here are a few recommendations that could reduce inequalities in education. The first recommendation would be to provide free resources to low-income families. Children from underprivileged homes frequently have less access to high-quality education making poverty and low achievement a continuous cycle. Every year, the cost associated with education rises more and more. Teachers can help to address this issue by introducing students to free resources that can support their education, for instance free books, videos or even offer electronic devices to take home, this way underprivileged children can have the same opportunities as privileged children.
Schools can either increase or lessen gender differences by fostering diverse and stereotype free classroom. This starts in the early years where teachers must take the lead. The misconception that certain toys are more suitable for one gender than the other applies to many toys. The second recommendation would be to avoid providing children with different toys and activities based on their gender and instead provide them an equal opportunity to learn from the teachings that each toy may convey. Having toys that are gender neutral can help children learn about jobs that don't follow gender norms (Kollmayer et al, 2018).  
Even though legislations are in place, the needs of children with impairments are sometimes neglected by the government, which restricts their access to education and lowers their involvement in social activities. The use of British Sign Language (BSL) in class should be required to be a mandatory subject. There would be numerous advantages, including the improvement of young children's communication skills, starting from primary school. Educational Play Care (2016) suggests that babies can remember sign early as 6-7 months. Children can start signing single words and mimicking motions by the age of eight months. This shows that infants can express themselves through signing even before they can speak. Learning sign language can help all children communicate once they start school and also encourages inclusivity.

In conclusion, Victorian era to the present times, there have been numerous changes in children's life. The Victorian era demonstrated that boys from upper-class families were the only ones who received an education. There were significant educational inequalities for example, girls were not permitted to attend school until The Education Act 1880 was in place. There were also inequalities for children with disabilities, who were treated differently than average children. They were separated and placed into institutions. Since education wasn't free in Victorian times, lower-class children could not afford to attend therefore were forced into employment. Black people experienced a lot of discrimination as well prior to The Race Relations Act 1976, they were unable to pursue an education due to their skin colour and resulted to some being treated as slaves. With the development of legislations, The Education Act 1880 allowed education to became important for children and was free of cost. Equality Act 2010 contributed in providing every individual with the same educational opportunity. Education has come a long way from paying for a basic education to children receiving the same education as everyone else. 
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