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Exercises in dating records

For the first medieval date, I believe that the modern equivalent is Thursday 18 August 1385. My method of reasoning: first, I consulted the table of saints’ days and found that the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary falls on 15 August. Then, I checked the regnal year 8 of Richard II, which ran from 22 June 1384-21 June 1385.
 So, the Assumption feast fell on 15 August 1384. From there I checked the Easter table for the date of Easter in that calendar year (1385) which fell on April 2nd. Lastly, I checked the calendar for the years in which Easter fell on 2nd April, and I found that the Assumption feast (15 August) fell on Monday.
 The Thursday after the feast of the Assumption was 18 August. 

First, I took notice of Bishop Anian’s predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh.
 After consulting a list of bishops of St. Asaph, I assume that this refers to Anian I because there is no mention of John II or Anian I who would have preceded Anian I if the document were concerning him.
 The text refers to the ‘first year of his pontificate’ which appears to be 1249 (and it seems he was ordained in November of the same year).
 If that is correct, then he would fall under the 34 regnal year of Henry III which was from 28 October 1249 to 27 October 1250. The feast day of St. Mary Magdalene is 22 July according to the table of saints’ days. Easter would have fallen on March 27 of that year. The feast of St. Mary Magdalene would have been on Friday. The day after Friday would have been 23 Saturday. So, I conclude that the date of the document is Saturday 23 July 1250. 

First, I needed to know the date of the first year of the episcopate of John Ketton. I consulted the Handbook of British Chronology which shows that he was consecrated on 6 September 1310. The only king who fits that date is Edward II who ruled from 1307-1327. Then we look at the fourth year of the reign of King Edward, which was from 8 July 1310 to 7 July 1311. Easter fell on April 11th in 1311. It appears that in 1311 Ash Wednesday fell on 24 February. 24 February was on Wednesday. The day after Ash Wednesday was 25 February, a Thursday.
 Therefore it appears the date of the document is Thursday 25 February 1311 [1312]. 

First, the document names Earl Ranulf of Chester. The document also refers to ‘Henry, king of the English’ although it makes no mention of which Henry it is referring to. The current Earl of Chester mentioned in the document is Ranulf le Meschin, 3rd Earl of Chester who held office from 1120-1129. Ranulf had been preceded by Richard d'Avranches, 2nd Earl of Chester who drowned in the white ship disaster of 25 November 1120.
 Evidently, the document can be dated after that incident, 25 November 1120. Additionally, Henry left for Normandy on or around 10 June 1123
 and the document occurs at Woodstock in England. So that narrows the provenance of the document to sometime after 25 November 1120 and before 10 June 1123. I would further argue that the document dates to early 1121. It seems that Henry would have needed a few weeks, or months at best, to coalesce from the drowning of his only legitimate son and heir, William Adelin.
 Then, according to one source, Henry married Adeliza of Louvain (with the hope of acquiring a male heir) on 29 January 1121.
 Therefore, the document may have been issued anywhere from 29 January 1121 [1122] to 10 June 1123.
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