
A CRITICAL EVALUATION OF STOP AND SEARCH POWERS IN ENGLAND AND WALES



This essay will evaluate stop and search procedures undertaken by police officers in England and Wales. It will explain when it came into place and what exactly stop and search is. Furthermore, it will discuss positive and negative aspects of the stop and search procedure, highlighting any real-life incidents and accusations that may have occurred from stop and searching individual (Jones, 2009).  Next, it will discuss common claims and accusations that can occur when individuals are stopped and searched. Finally, a conclusion will be produced to summarise the essay and to bring together the ideas discussed (Ffrench, 2019). 
Stop and search is a practice in policing that gives officers the power of stopping and searching a person or persons in order to search for weapons or prohibited items (Met Police, 2021). Stop and search is a targeted and intelligence-led practise on people who are suspected of being involved in crime (Bedfordshire Police, 2021). Furthermore, the main use for stop and search by the police is to allow officers to investigate their suspicions about an individual or individuals without having to arrest them, as well as making unnecessary arrests (College of policing, 2016). 
The main legislation that covers police stop and search is the Police and Criminal Evidence Act, and the stop and search powers were brought into policing in 1984. Stop and search is a crucial procedure in policing as it identifies offenders, gains public confidence in the policing service and most importantly it protects the public by preventing prime (Brown, 2021). Section 1 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 enables searches for stolen goods and a variety of prohibited items e.g., offensive weapons. Further powers for stop and searches are granted under section 23 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 for controlled substances and section 47 of Firearms Act 1968 allows stop and searches for firearms, the aims of this are to prevent violence and acts of terror (Tiratelli et al, 2018). 
From a policing perspective, there are numerous positive aspects to the stop and search procedure, firstly being that it can prevent crime from occurring which then leads to protecting members of the public. It also helps to identify criminals and gains public confidence in the policing service (Met Police, 2021). 
As with many aspects of life, there are many positives to the stop and search process, but there are also negative aspects from a policing point of view. Very often, when police stop individuals for stop and search, they are often accused of discriminating them for their race or ethnicity (Jones, 2009). Individuals in Hackney, London explained how they felt when they were repeatedly stopped as they were going about their day as normal, described the police as extremely rude and explained that they had an extreme lack of curtesy (Jones, 2009). Mohammed Kalam, who was an 18-year-old student in London, was on his way home from college each day and claimed he got stopped and searched around 3-4 times a week by the same officers in the same area (Jones, 2009). 
Yusuf Ibrahim also claims that he was discriminated when walking through Hyde Park as he was told by the police that he looked suspicious, although he was just simply waiting for a friend (Jones, 2009). Ibrahim understood that the police have a job to do and were only doing their job, but he stated that they could execute the stop and search procedure with a little more sensitivity (Jones, 2009). 
Furthermore, Kausar Hussain was also once walking past the police and was stopped for a stop and search, with the police justifying the procedure by stating that he ‘looked suspicious’. Hussain stated that he thinks sometimes the police officers stop them just to show their authority, but he also added that he feels like they target certain individuals (Jones, 2009). 
Melissa Graham, a 21-year-old student also claims she has been stopped numerous times whilst going about her day as normal, however she states that it does not bother her as she has nothing to hide and she does not get involved with any criminal activity (Jones, 2009).
Similarly, Marsha Campbell, a 23-year-old agreed that she had been stopped numerous times too, but does not see it as a negative and she states that she understands why they do it as the police have a job to do and she agrees that some of the young people living in that area need to ‘get cleaned up’ (Jones, 2009). 
Although the individuals state different opinions and aspects, the general view and perspective is that they understand that the police officers have a job to do, but they could do it with a bit more respect and curtesy towards the individuals and when they feel targeted, they stated it is beyond their control and there is nothing they can do about it no matter how they feel (Jones, 2009). 
It is said that measuring the effectiveness of stop and search is extremely difficult to measure as there is little evidence to indicate whether stop and search works either as a deterrent or as an investigatory power (Keenan, 2020). Evidence to show that stop and search is effective is shown through the number of arrests made in 2010 compared to 2017 (Abbott, 2018). In 2010, 9% of police stop and searches resulted in arrest, however in 2017, 17% of the police stop and searches resulted in arrest, nearly doubling the number of arrests made. This increase in arrests being made indicates that stop and searching is an effective crime prevention method as it is taking more weapons and prohibited items off the streets, so there is less risk of harm to the community (Abbott, 2018). Stop and search is seen as a general deterrent, meaning that if the public are aware of the procedure, they may be less likely to carry a weapon, prohibited items or drugs as they know that there is a chance that they could be stopped and searched, and consequences would be made if caught with any of those items, and therefore they may stop carrying them in public (Tiratelli, 2018). 
Evidence that suggests stop and search procedures are effective is that in 2019/20 stop and search resulted in almost 65,000 criminal acts being discovered and 34,000 arrests. This is a significant number of criminal acts and arrests which if the stop and search procedure had not intervened, could have resulted in serious harm or even death to the criminal or another person (Met Police, 2021).  In those statistics includes 4,418 arrests for being in possession of a weapon/weapons, this alone just highlights the role in policing that stop and search plays as these weapons could have potentially been used on other people or them criminal themselves, which again could result in serious injuries or even death (Met Police, 2021). 
Additionally, police officers state that the stop and search is effective when the search is justified and stands up to public inspection. It is also effective if the officer or officers have legit and accurate, sensible suspicion that they will find a prohibited item that could be used in crime (Sussex Police, 2021).  Furthermore, an effective stop and search is undertaken if the person being searched understands why they have been stopped and if they feel like they have been treated with respect (Sussex Police, 2021). Finally, the stop and search is seen as effective if the search was needed and if it was the most appropriate and proportionate method the police officer could undertake to discover whether the person or persons is in possession of any prohibited items (Sussex Police, 2021).
Although stop and search is an effective crime prevention method, there is also evidence to suggest that it is not as effective as it seems. In London in 2008, Operation Blunt 2 involved high levels of stop and search that aimed at precise areas; a Home Office evaluation later found that the stop and search policy had no impact on the levels of crime (Bradford and Tiratelli, 2018). In fact, research found that ambulance calls for violent incidents fell faster in the areas that has smaller increases in stop and searches (Bradford and Tiratelli, 2018). 
It is argued that stop and search is unlikely to come with any massive impact on the levels of crime and it would take a huge amount of police resources to see a substantial decrease in crime rates (Bradford and Tiratelli, 2018). To increase the use of the stop and search power would come with big costs and therefore unless police forces are willing to use their resources and money, no real difference will be made to crime rates through stop and search with the amount of current stop and searches they undertake (Bradford and Tiratelli, 2018). 
Additionally, an article published in 2018 states that stop and search does not significantly reduce knife crime and it is used disproportionately against people of colour (Dearden, 2018). Data was examined by Centre of Crime and Justice Studies and this included a study commissioned by the Home Office, and the general conclusion drawn was that there is very little evidence to suggest that stop and search is an effective procedure in reducing crime (Dearden, 2018). Another article that also suggested that stop and search is used disproportionately was written in 2010, stating that the Stephen Lawrence inquiry majorly criticized differences in stop and search, which caused a national reform effort to make the stop and search procedure fairer and more effective (Miller, 2010). In this research, up to 12 years of data was analysed, using annual data from 38 police forces in England, and it indicated that the inequalities showed no improvement following the reforms (Miller, 2010). 
Not only has stop and search been deemed as an ineffective process to reduce crime, but it is also said to have damaging effects on certain groups of individuals and on community relationships with the police (Dearden, 2018). Research also stated that disciplinary approaches to gang crime can have the opposite outcome that was intended, it can unintentionally push individuals to form gangs and come together as a way of standing up to and against the stop and search process, it is seen as a form of response and disobedience (Dearden, 2018). The same research also found that the majority of stop and searches do not end up in arrests, and that grounds for a search have been found not to be reasonable in around one in six stops, this then leads individuals to feel victimised and discriminated against (Dearden, 2018). 
In a separate article, it is claimed that stop and search is not effective in reducing youth violence, it is said to allow the police to hostilely control public space and discriminate against ethnic minorities, and when undertaken it can damage relationships between the affected communities and the police, losing their trust and confidence in the police services (Ffrench, 2019). 
Although it can be an actual crime prevention method, stop and search powers are said to be abused regularly (Hargreaves, 2018). Even though it can eliminate the rates of crime on the streets, it is then said to cause other problems such as discrimination as statistics state that you are 8.5 times more likely to be stopped and searched if you are black than if you are white and if you are Asian you are around 2.5 times more likely to be searched than a white person (Keenan, 2020). The disproportionate use of stop and search towards black and Asian communities has been highlighted and it has been stated that it is ineffective at reducing crime (Keenan, 2020). 
The most disproportionate offence that stop-searches are used for is for drugs, black people were stopped and searched for drugs at nearly nine times the rate that white people were stopped. Meanwhile, Asian people and those in the ‘mixed race’ category were stopped and searched for almost three times as much as those who are white people (Shiner et al, 2018). 
Marginalised groups are more likely to report bad treatment by the police once they are stopped. This then leads to negative feelings towards the police and their procedures and when people have negative stop and search encounters, this goes on to damage the trust that the public have in the police, which in turn further promotes marginalisation, and likely heightens the issue as a whole (Bradford and Tiratelli, 2018). Individuals who had been stopped and searched by police previously stated it made them feel dirty, and made them feel like they could not turn to the police if they needed to as they had lost their trust in them. This in itself could lead to an increase in crime as the less crime that is reported, the more likely it is to occur, and if people do not trust the police and feel they cannot turn to them for assistance, they are not likely to report any crime that they do see (Bradford and Tiratelli, 2018). 
In a report published in 2018, it was found that the rates of stop and search carried out by police officers were more impacted by the levels of inequality and deprivation than crime (Ffrench, 2019). This in itself caused and added to disproportionality, as individuals from black and other minority ethnic groups usually live in deprived areas and were often subjected to stop and search (Waddington et al, 2004). In contrast to this, white people who lived in moderately affluent and wealthy areas were subjected to lower rates of stop and search (Ffrench, 2019). It is stated that the discrimination is unjustifiable and degrading (Flacks, 2017). 
Different strategies of reducing crime are discussed when it is claimed by a chief constable that there are so many different areas where the police could improve the life chances of people, rather than arresting them and putting them into a conveyor belt of the criminal justice system, which is said to often lead to them becoming harder and harsher criminals (Ffrench, 2019).  Although there is evidence to show that stop and search procedures do not work, there is alternative strategies which have been said to have previously worked in practice. One strategy is focused on deterrence, this was founded in Boston in the 1990s (Bradford and Tiratelli,2018).  One section of the strategy includes identifying, recognising and contacting key groups of offenders. Through frequent discussion, the police then try to change their perspectives of the risks they are running, enforce a sense of collective responsibility and give individuals ways out of their current, violent lifestyles (Bradford and Tiratelli, 2018). The second strand to this strategy is assembling local communities to build trust in the police and to allow the communities themselves to disturb the dynamics which lead to violence (Bradford and Tiratelli, 2018). 
Another alternative strategy to stop and searches is based around education, educating individuals to be aware of the dangers that may occur from carrying weapons or prohibited items (Bradford and Tiratelli, 2018). This strategy involves elements of the deterrence strategy, but also looks further at working with schools, mental health services, hospitals and local authorities (UK Gov, 2018). If individuals are educated from a young age of the dangers of lethal weapon and prohibited items, they may be deterred away from the thought of carrying them or using them on someone. Furthermore, if they are educated and made aware of the consequences of their actions when caught with these types of items e.g., knives, acid etc. then this also will act as a deterrent (UK Gov, 2018). 
To conclude, this assignment has discussed and evaluated stop and search procedures commenced by police officers in England and Wales. It has also explained what stop and search is, when it came into place and what its main objectives are. Furthermore, this essay has discussed both positive and negative aspects of stop and search from a policing perspective, giving examples of real-life incidents and accusations that have occurred from stopping and searching individuals. Finally, it has discussed disproportionate use of stop and search, and the thoughts and feelings towards this disproportionate use (Bradford and Tiratelli, 2018).
There are many conflicting opinions on the effectiveness of police stop and search procedures, but the general conclusion is that it is an effective procedure when and if applied and handled correctly, however it is said that the majority of stop and search procedures are discriminative and therefore can have a detrimental effect on individuals as they lose trust and confidence in the police (Ffrench, 2019).  This then leads to crime not being reported due to the lack of trust in the police, in turn leading to a rise in crime (Ffrench, 2019). Furthermore, if looked at from an individual perspective who has been stopped and searched numerous times, it may not be effective as they know how it can aggravate their feelings towards the police and cause the lack of trust and confidence, however when looked at from a policing perspective, they have seen how many weapons and prohibited items they have previously banned through the stop and search procedure and therefore will say that it is an effective method to reduce crime (Ffrench, 2019). 
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