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[bookmark: _Toc234701050]Section 1: Introducing the Research Paper and Topic Development

Brontë McDonald, Kathryn J. Lester and Daniel Michelson's research paper 'She Didn't Know How to Go Back: School Attendance Problems in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic' from the British Journal of Educational Psychology (2023) was selected for this report. This study examines the reasons behind school attendance Problems (SAPs) in primary school children after the COVID-19 pandemic and how to boost school attendance through partnership between families, schools and community services.
This study is grounded in the primary school children who are having issues with school attendance and their parents as well as the education professionals in Southern England. The focus of the participants was headteachers, teachers, education psychologists, education mental health practitioners and Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENCOs). 
[bookmark: _Toc234701051]Section 2: Understanding the Purpose and Research Question

The primary aim of this study was to gain an understanding of the factors contributing to School Attendance Problems (SAPs) in primary school children after COVID-19 and to determine the most effective ways to help children and their families. The study sought to uncover the experiences and views of parents and education professionals from the perspective of exploring difficulties with attendance. The study explored the following three research questions: 
(1) What are the factors that are associated with school attendance problems during and after the COVID-19 pandemic? 
(2) Formal and informal support available and effectiveness of these supports.
(3) What interventions and implementation strategies would be better suited to enable children with school attendance issues?

[bookmark: _Toc234701052]Section 3: Understanding the Research Methods 

Research methods are the systematic techniques researchers use to gather, analyze and interpret data to draw conclusions to answer a research question. The types of research methods are dependent upon the purpose of the study and what information is wanted. There are three major research methods: quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods research. There are pros and cons to each method and the selection depends on the type of research problem.
Quantitative research is a research method that deals with collecting numerical data or data that can be quantified, data that can be measured and analyzed in a quantitative way (Creswell and Creswell, 2018). It is often employed in the test of hypotheses, measure the relationship between variables and find patterns in large populations. Data collected from quantitative research is usually gathered from structured questionnaires, surveys with closed ended questions, experiments or existing statistical records. Findings are typically reported in tables, charts, percentages and statistical analysis which make it easier to compare the findings and make generalisations to a larger population.
Qualitative research, however, is more interested in human experiences, opinions, beliefs, behaviours and perceptions and does not measure numerical data (Bryman, 2016). It aims to examine the thinking and behaviour of individuals and offers a detailed description of authentic situations. Interviews, focus groups, observation and open-ended questionnaires are typical methods used by qualitative researchers to gather information. This approach is especially useful in health and social care as it enables researchers to gain insights into the patient's, service user, family and professional lived experiences of the care received and therefore into more in-depth exploration of the complex social and emotional issues. Mixed-methods research is research that uses a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods (Creswell and Creswell, 2018). Numerical data is collected along with descriptive data to give a complete information about the problem under study. 
The selected research paper uses a qualitative research approach. The researchers sought to gain insight into the experiences and perspectives of parents and education professionals on the school attendance issues of primary school children since the onset of COVID-19. The study did not measure attendance rates or compare statistical outcomes but instead looked at reasons for the difficulty in re-entry, barriers the children faced in returning to school and what types of support were deemed successful. These questions needed detailed experience of the respondents and their opinions so the most suitable method of research in this case was qualitative. 
The research was conducted using a sequential qualitative research method with two phases. In Phase One, qualitative questionnaires with essay questions were sent to parents and education professionals. The survey questions explored school attendance issues pre and post COVID-19, the support available to them now and recommendations for future support. Participants were asked multiple open-ended questions to encourage this type of response, rather than a set of answers. This allowed for comprehensive and detailed data on the problems faced by various stakeholders to be gathered.
The results of the surveys were then used to formulate Phase Two, which consisted of semi-structured interviews with a smaller number of participants. Semi-structured interviews were conducted using an interview guide and the interviewer was free to ask further questions from the participant's responses. This flexible method allowed the participants to provide greater detail about their experiences and allowed researchers to delve into issues that were raised in the survey phase. The research was carried out over two stages, which helped to bolster the quality of the study by building on the themes that had been identified in the initial surveys, through interviews. 
The study used primary data while secondary data was not used. Primary data are data that are gathered firsthand by the researchers in support of the research question (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2019). It encompasses techniques that include interviews, questionnaires, surveys, observations and focus groups. Primary data is highly relevant in the sense that it is the data collected specifically for the current research and is the direct experience of the research participants. Secondary data is data that has already been gathered by others for their research, organisations or government bodies for a different purpose. 
For this study, participants were recruited from Southern England. Primary school children with school attendance issues were recruited via social media groups and education professionals, including headteachers, teachers, education psychologists, education mental health practitioners and Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENCOs), were recruited from professional networks, schools and local authorities. The 29 parents and 19 professionals took part in the qualitative surveys during Phase One. 10 parents and 12 professionals participated in semi-structured interviews during Phase Two. Having a variety of attendees in different professions and family positions helped to get varied perspectives and a broad understanding of the issue of school attendance issues.
The researchers adapted two qualitative data collection methods, namely the open-ended survey and semi-structured interviews. The surveys allowed participants to share their experiences without being limited by answer options. Each interview, conducted via phone or Zoom, was on average about 45-60 minutes in duration, audio recorded with the interviewee's consent, transcribed verbatim and anonymised to maintain confidentiality. The research was approved by a UK based Research Ethics Committee before data collection commenced, to adhere to recognised ethical standards throughout the study. 
The data was then analysed with the use of Thematic Framework Analysis (TFA), which is a well-known qualitative data analysis technique (Gale et al., 2013). Interview transcripts and survey answers were read multiple times to familiarize researchers with the information. They then used a similar technique of coding and grouping similar ideas into themes. Deductive coding based on research questions and inductive coding which enabled new themes to come from participant’s responses were both utilized. The researchers found three main themes: what causes school attendance problems, what can be done to help increase school attendance and what other needs there were for support.

[bookmark: _Toc234701053]Section 4: Conclusion 

This report summarizes the study by McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2023), titled: School Attendance Problems in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic – A Multiple Stakeholder Qualitative Study with Parents and Professionals. It explained the research topic and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the primary school attendance issues of children. The report confirmed the study aim: To increase knowledge about factors influencing school attendance, to assess support for children and families and to inform effective interventions to enhance school attendance. It also explained the methodology of the research by outlining quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods research before identifying the chosen research as qualitative research. Moreover, the report highlighted the use of primary data collection method, namely open-ended survey and semi-structured interviews and elaborated how the researchers analyzed their data by means of Thematic Framework Analysis to identify the main themes concerning school attendance difficulties and potential solutions.
[bookmark: _Toc234701054]This report has enhanced my research literacy skills and my understanding of research methods. I have been introduced to the aims of a research investigation, understanding the differences between research strategies and recognising suitable research data collection and analysis strategies. I also know the importance of choosing appropriate research methods to answer specific research questions and to provide reliable evidence. The development of these skills will help me to read, interpret and critically evaluate research papers better in the future, which will be beneficial to my Academic studies. Furthermore, these skills will be useful in my future career in health and social care as evidence-based practice is a key part of decision making, development of practice and to provide safe person-centred care
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