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	We have discussed in our lectures how notions of conformity and deviance are social constructs based on the norms and values of a given society. In this exercise you are asked to think about how your own ideas of deviance have been constructed and the influence they have on your decision making.

	1
	Instructions:
You are an adoption social worker trying to choose the best home for the placement of a child. You are examining ten homes. Please rank these homes from 1-10 based on your choice for a home (1 is your first choice...). Everything else in these homes is the same, except for these characteristics:
	
	
	

	Household
	Rank

	A
	This family has replaced their normal toilets with composting toilets. Their toilets are filled with sawdust, and after use, they remove the faeces and place it in a compost bin in the back yard. Later, they use that compost on their plants.
	

	B
	This family shares a bed with all of their children, infants through teenagers.
	

	C
	The adults in this family are vegan and do not eat any meat (including fish, shellfish and insects), dairy products, eggs and honey. They intend to bring their child up as a vegan.
	

	D
	This family practices social nudity. They live in a “nudist colony” and do not wear clothing in their community.
	

	E
	This family involves married parents who date and have sex with other people. They believe that they are in a stable marriage and that dating other people strengthens their relationship.
	

	F
	This family includes a transsexual adult. This parent was born as a woman and now lives as a man and will be the child's father.
	

	G
	This family believes in opening their home to all. At any given time, they have various friends sleeping over, renting spaces, or otherwise living in their home. They also have about 15 animals (cats and dogs).
	

	H
	This family adheres to extremely traditional gender roles. The wife does not speak unless spoken to, does not have access to family money, and prepares a separate meal for her husband which he eats without her
	

	I
	This family are Christian Scientists. As part of their religion, they do not believe in using any medicine, even for emergencies.
	

	J
	This family is openly racist and part of a group trying to exclude Afro-Caribbeans from employment in the United Kingdom.
	

	2
	Think about the ranking you have given the families. Why have you made the choices that you have made? What has influenced your decisions?
	
	
	

	










	3
	If we get the opportunity we will discuss this activity in an online discussion group. The detail of this will be circulated to the group via Moodle.
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