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The world is changing and we need to evolve with it, now a good percent of the population has accessed to internet which facilities all of us to have access to a virtual learning. Throughout this report I have made a collection of data at the campus where I could find information about what the students think about VLE (virtual learning environment), and if there are really benefits of it.

VLE are different platforms with educational content online which school, college and universities provide to their students, and this was created to give student different choices for their learning process. Studying online is a tool that anyone who can have access to a computer and a stable internet can take many benefits of it, such as having access at any time, being in any place and saving money from expensive transport costs (Evans, 2020).

The world has a big changed in the year 2020, we had to face with a pandemic and implement social isolation and it was when everyone realized how important is to have access to the technology and having knowledge about it. All the parents had to find a way to help their children with their education online, university students who used to go to the campus had an impact change, even the teachers who were not used to teaching online had to get out of their comfort zone and learn new IT skills.  

Having the opportunity to study online can bring a lot of benefits, such as students can feel less pressure to participate at class as they feel more confident because they are not in front of a classroom; anyone can have access as long as they have a smart device and internet and also the education can be accessed at any time; another benefit is that children can build relationships and develop teamwork skills sharing same interests and it is possible to create a big community; one of the best benefits is that you can save a lot of money with transport public and paying lessons classrooms that can be more expensive when is face-to-face; online classes also help students to meet and learn from other cultures and get more skills; virtual learning environment provides students more knowledge about new IT skills that will help with their future careers as a lot of companies ask for all this skills; VLE allows students to give feedbacks during their classes which helps to accelerate students process quicker that when they go to a face-to-face classroom and the last benefit is that students can learn in their own pace and time and it can be more comfortable having education from home (FunTech Blog, 2022).

There is also a big percent of the population that needs to get use to this change. During the survey I realized that at the campus there are still students who preferred studying face to face and being at the campus, below I will better explain. 
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The survey was realized to the students of the course Certificate of Higher Education Skills for the Workplace; some of them were currently in term two and some in term one. Performing this survey was a very good activity for me, the experience gave a lot of knowledge and I could get out of my comfort zone and realize a dynamic activity. 

These were the questions that I included in my survey: 

What is the tittle of the program you are currently taking?
How often do you use VLE to help you in the program you are currently taking?
1. Do you have access to VLE outside the campus?
2. Is having access the VLE helpful for your education?
3. Where do you have access to the VLE for the course you are currently taking?
4. What do you use to have access to the VLE?
5. Would you like to use VLE more?
6. What method of learning do you prefer, VLE or face-to-face?
7. Is VLE essential to your course? 
8.  Rate from 1 to 10 how essential is for your course VLE
9.  Does VLE make your learning more interesting/fun?
10.  How else can online learning be facilitated for you?


About 83% of the students from the campus have access to VLE outside the campus which allows the students to have the opportunity to acquire more knowledge outside the classroom, after the data collection I can noticed that student from the campus feel more comfortable studying in a classroom. Most of the students use internet every day to help them with their education and they find VLE very helpful; even if they find studying face-to-face as a better option virtual learning is necessary to acquire more knowledge.

I found that 53% of the students have access to online learning from home, how I said before for students that attend to the campus is really important to have access to VLE, this is a tool that help students to improve more during their learning process. The University of Wales Trinity Saint David provide to all the students a lot of tools to use during their education such as Moodle website where students can find their modules and have the opportunity to know what they are going to learn at class, also they can use it at home and improve what they have learned, etc. The university also provide online library which helps to save money and have all the books that students need for their terms with a lot of facility. 

70% of the students use their laptops to get access to VLE, 20% use their phone and 10% use a device that the University provide them, nowadays everyone owns a smart device and for the students that do not have the opportunity, the university always going to help them. Virtual learning plays a very important role in the process of learning, is more flexible, reduce costs and reduce a lot of time for students as they do not need to get ready and travel to attended a class.

Students from the campus want to use more VLE and adapt more this new method of learning to their lives but as an extra tool. However knowing all the benefits that studying online give 75% of the students from the campus still prefer studying in a traditional classroom, they think that it can be easier to learn, they can build a stronger community and create better personal connections, and they do not find comfortable that if they have to do a teamwork, they have to email a stranger. Students also emphasize that they can lose motivation because students feel alone in their learning process, they will not see how other students can be also struggling with the education. Staying focus during a class is also complicated for students online as they can find a lot of distractions at home. Students can also lose sense of routine as they can have access to the education at any time. The simple reason of being on the campus makes a positive experience for students, but VLE is truly useful to complement an education process (Ong, 2020).

Virtual learning environment is a tool that became essential for the education and the students from the campus know it, 60% of them recognized that VLE is essential for their learning process. However learning online can also be very interesting and fun, certainly the student needs to have a good attitude and see the benefits that his process can bring. Students can have a lot of more material to learn but is very necessary to have a lot of discipline and have clear the goals that you want to achieve. Visually can be really interesting as you can get a lot of videos and lectures attractive and that will help you to develop skills and get task done effectively. Performing a daily routine can be challenging what this will help you to develop a new skill and as student you will acquire more discipline and you will be responsible of you education and your life. VLE give students safety, protection and privacy (Delhi, 2021).

Students from the campus suggest that they want to develop more interest in VLE and that they would like to use more the online library and use more articles that will help them with their education, clearly all these materials are attractive for the students and motivate them to study more time at home.

Above you can see the data collection table, where you can confirm all the analysis that I realized with the survey and all the information that students gave about virtual learning environment:
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Conclusion

Preforming this survey and realizing the data collection was a very important exercise for me, because as a student it was good to find what other students were thinking about VLE. I have had the experience studying just online and I really enjoyed it even that I am a very distracted person and it was challenging, I could learn and I developed important skills such as organization, discipline, concentration and creativity. Being back to a classroom and being at the campus has been an amazing experience, even that I think that seeing classes online can give you a lot of benefits, personally I love going to a classroom, share with my classmates and my teacher, but I still need extra online education, so for own learning I like to have access to both types of education and VLE gives me a lot of new things to learn and new skills to develop.

It is really important for the institutions to apply VLE some way as a full option to learn from home or as an extra tool for students that attend the campus, providing effective tools so students are motivated to study overtime outside the classroom and will help them to be responsible of their own education process. Online classes can give you a fun and unique way to learn, but the most important is that you make sure you learning and happy with your educational experience.

Everyone has clear that VLE is the future and in some years, we are going to have more education online instead of going into a traditional classroom and the world is getting ready for this moment. However that is the reason why nowadays schools, college and universities are including more tools to get access to an online education. Additional virtual learning is applied at workplaces which means that a lot of jobs ask for IT skills and experience. 

The data collection made me understand that students are happy having VLE as an extra tool, but they still enjoy going to the campus which give them a good experience in their learning process. They also use VLE in their education and find really helpful to have the opportunity to apply it into their learning process, it was good to see that students enjoy using online learning and find it as an important tool. 

University of Wales Trinity Saint David provides students all the necessary tools to make virtual learning very easy and help us to understand the importance of adding virtual learning to our education. VLE is an experience that all the students need to have, so you will have the opportunity to find out what works more for your own education, everyone is different and have diverse ways to learn. It is important to understand the way you learn best and make your learning process the best experience of your life.
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