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5HVSHFWHG�$PEDVVDGRUV��GHOHJDWHV��
JXHVWV�DQG�IULHQGV�

� ,�DP�JUHDWO\�KRQRXUHG�DQG�JUDWHIXO�IRU�
the invitation to celebrate Vesak with you at 
81(6&2�+HDGTXDUWHUV� IRU� WKH� WKLUG� WLPH��
and to share our thoughts and experiences 
RQ� UHVROYLQJ� FRQÁLFW� DQG� IRVWHULQJ� ZRUOG�
peace.

� ,� UHPHPEHU� WKDW� 81(6&2� ZDV� HVWD�
EOLVKHG� LQ� ������ GUDZLQJ� IURP� OHVVRQV�
learned in World War II. UNESCO’s 

constitution states that “Since wars begin 
LQ� WKH�PLQGV� RI�PHQ�� LW� LV� LQ� WKH�PLQGV� RI�
PHQ� WKDW� WKH� GHIHQFHV� RI� SHDFH� PXVW� EH�
constructed.” This sentence encapsulates 
the root cause of disorder in the world. It 
FRQYH\V�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�PHVVDJH³WKH�ZKROH�
universe is closely related to our thoughts. 
If our thoughts are kind, the world will 
EH�KHDYHQ�DQG� WKH�/DQG�RI�8OWLPDWH�%OLVV��
If our thoughts are unkind, devoid of 
EHQHYROHQFH�� KRQRU�� FLYLOLW\�� ZLVGRP�� DQG�
trust, then society will be chaotic.

� 7KH�%XGGKD�WDXJKW�WKDW��́ DOO�SKHQRPHQD�
DUH� PDQLIHVWHG� E\� WKH� PLQG�µ� $� SHUVRQ·V�
DWWLWXGH� DQG� WKRXJKWV� QRW� RQO\� DͿHFW� WKH�
world but the entire universe. Many state 
OHDGHUV� DQG� DFDGHPLF� H[SHUWV� KDYH� QRZ�
ORVW�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�UHFRYHULQJ�VRFLDO�VWDELOLW\�
DQG�SHDFH��6XFK�D�FULVLV�RI�FRQÀGHQFH�LV�WKH�
ELJJHVW�SUREOHP�IDFHG�E\�KXPDQNLQG�WRGD\�

� +RZ� GR� ZH� JDLQ� FRQÀGHQFH"� :H�
PXVW�EH�UROH�PRGHOV�E\�WUXO\�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�
practising the traditional teachings of the 
VDJHV� DQG� VKRZ� WKHLU� SRVLWLYH� LPSDFW�� 7R�
WKLV� HQG�� ,� KDYH� FRPH� XS� ZLWK� 6L[� 3ULPH�
Principles as a reference for those dedicated 
WR� UHVROYLQJ� FRQÁLFW� DQG� UHDOLVLQJ� ZRUOG�

6L[�3ULPH�3ULQFLSOHV�IRU�5HVROYLQJ�
&RQÁLFW�DQG�3URPRWLQJ�:RUOG�3HDFH

81(6&2�&HOHEUDWLRQ�RI�9HVDN
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6L[�3ULPH�3ULQFLSOHV�IRU�5HVROYLQJ�
&RQÁLFW�DQG�3URPRWLQJ�:RUOG�3HDFH

81(6&2�&HOHEUDWLRQ�RI�9HVDN

SHDFH��7KH�6L[�3ULPH�3ULQFLSOHV�DUH��IRVWHU�D�
vow of universal love, set great aspirations, 
HVWDEOLVK� WKH�PRUDO� IRXQGDWLRQ�� VWUHQJWKHQ�
the learning foundation, cultivate, and 
DWWDLQ�WKH�XWPRVW�DFKLHYHPHQW�

��� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�)RUHPRVW�LQ��
� 5HVROYLQJ�&RQÁLFW
 After 9/11, the Centre for Peace and 
&RQÁLFWV� 6WXGLHV� DW� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\� RI�
4XHHQVODQG� LQYLWHG�PH� WR�D� FRQIHUHQFH�RQ�
FRQÁLFW� UHVROXWLRQ��:KDW�DUH� WKH�RULJLQV�RI�
WKH�ZRUOG·V�FRQÁLFWV"�7KH�RULJLQV�OLH�ZLWKLQ�

WKH� GLVKDUPRQ\� RI� IDPLO\�� ZKHUH� VSRXVHV�
distrust each other and do not get along. 
$W� WKH� URRW� OHYHO�� FRQÁLFW� RULJLQDWHV� IURP� 
RXU� PLQGV³WKH� FRQIOLFW� EHWZHHQ� RXU� 
innate and our habitual natures. Thus, 
WKH� UHVROXWLRQ� RI� ZRUOG� FRQÁLFW� DQG� WKH�
HUDGLFDWLRQ�RI�ZDU�UHTXLUHV�UHVROYLQJ�FRQÁLFW�
LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�DQG�ZLWKLQ�RXUVHOYHV�

)RVWHU�D�9RZ�RI�8QLYHUVDO�/RYH

� :KHUH�GR�ZH�VWDUW�LQ�UHVROYLQJ�FRQÁLFW"�
We start with a true dedication to universal 
love. What does vow for “universal love” 

81(6&2�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ������LQ�RUGHU�WR�GUDZ�IURP�OHVVRQV�RI�:RUOG�:DU�,,��81(6&2·V�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�VWDWHV�WKDW�
´6LQFH�ZDUV�EHJLQ�LQ�WKH�PLQGV�RI�PHQ��LW�LV�LQ�WKH�PLQGV�RI�PHQ�WKDW�WKH�GHIHQVHV�RI�SHDFH�PXVW�EH�FRQVWUXFWHGµ��
ZKLFK�HQFDSVXODWHV�WKH�URRW�FDXVHV�RI�GLVRUGHU�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��0DQ\�FRXQWULHV�ZHUH�LQ�UXLQV�DIWHU�WKH�:DU���/��7ZHQW\�
VL[�FRXQWULHV�VLJQHG�WKH�'HFODUDWLRQ�E\�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ���5�

:LVH�SHRSOH�ZKR�GHYRWH�LQWR�UHVROYLQJ�FRQÁLFWV�DQG�VHFXULQJ�ODVWLQJ�SHDFH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�VKRXOG�SXW�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
6L[�3ULPH�3ULQFLSOHV�LQWR�DFWLRQ��QDPHO\�IRVWHU�D�YRZ�RI�XQLYHUVDO�ORYH��VHW�JUHDW�DVSLUDWLRQV��HVWDEOLVK�WKH�PRUDO�
IRXQGDWLRQ��VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�IRXQGDWLRQ��FXOWLYDWH��DQG�DWWDLQ�WKH�XWPRVW�DFKLHYHPHQW�
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PHDQ"� ,W� LV� WKH� GLYLQH� DQG� XQFRQGLWLRQDO�
ORYH³WKH� LPSDUWLDO� DQG� XQLYHUVDO� ORYH�
RI� -HVXV� &KULVW�� WKH�PHUFLIXOQHVV� RI�$OODK��
WKH� FRPSDVVLRQ� RI� WKH� %XGGKDV� DQG�
%RGKLVDWWYDV��*RG� VR� ORYHG� WKH�ZRUOG��$V�
ZH�UHYHUH�*RG��ZH�PXVW�OHDG�RXU�OLYHV�ZLWK�
WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�DQG�EULQJ�WKLV�
love to those around us. 

 Such divine love is our true nature. 
7KH� YHU\� ÀUVW� VHQWHQFH� WDXJKW� WR� FKLOGUHQ�
E\�WKH�DQFLHQW�&KLQHVH�ZDV�´+XPDQ�EHLQJV�
are born with innate goodness and purity.” 
This is the purity of the true nature, the  
VHOI�QDWXUH� RU� VLQFHULW\� WKDW� LV� LQQDWH� WR�
HYHU\� KXPDQ�� 7KURXJK� VLQFHULW\�� RQH� ZLOO�
ORYH� LPSDUWLDOO\� DQG� XQFRQGLWLRQDOO\��
7KLV� LV� UHÁHFWHG� LQ� WKH� WHDFKLQJV� RI� -HVXV� 
&KULVW�� ´7KRX� VKDOW� ORYH� WK\� QHLJKERU� DV�
WK\VHOI�µ� DQG� WKH� %XGGKD�� ´8QFRQGLWLRQDO�
ORYH�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ�IRU�DOO�ZKR�FRH[LVW�LQ�
this universe of one living entity.” 

� ,W�LV�DPD]LQJ�KRZ�WKH�&KLQHVH�DQFHVWRUV�
encapsulated the concept of returning to 

our innately pure nature and the teaching 
RI� XQLYHUVDO� ORYH� LQ� D� &KLQHVH� FKDUDFWHU��
ěҨĜ(xiao��� ZKLFK� PHDQV� WR� ORYH� DQG�
honour parents. The Chinese character 
ěҨĜLV� FRPSRVHG� RI� WZR� FKDUDFWHUV��
WKH� XSSHU� SDUW� LV� GHULYHG� IURP� ´ROGµ 
ěЧĜ�and the lower part is “young”ěʪĜ� 
7KH� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� WKHVH� WZR� FKDUDFWHUV�
V\PEROLVHV�WKH�RQHQHVV�RI�JHQHUDWLRQV�SDVW�
DQG�SUHVHQW��7KHUH�DUH�LQÀQLWH�JHQHUDWLRQV�
SDVW�DQG�LQÀQLWH�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�FRPH��ZLWK�
LQÀQLWH� VHQWLHQW�EHLQJV� FRQQHFWHG� WR�XV� DV�
RQH�HQWLW\��7KH�XQLYHUVDO�ORYH�DULVLQJ�IURP�
WKLV� LV� WKH� JUHDWHVW� ORYH� DQG� SDUDPRXQW�
in loving and honouring parents. In 
%XGGKLVP�� LW� LV� WKH�ERGKL�PLQG�ZLWK�SXUH�
DQG� LPSDUWLDO� ORYH� IRU� DOO� EHLQJV�� 7KLV� LV�
because the whole universe is one living 
entity, and such oneness is the true nature. 
How closely interconnected indeed! The 
%XGGKD� VDLG� ´2QHVHOI� DQG� RWKHUV� DUH� QRW�
distinct.” As such, how can we attach 
FRQGLWLRQV�WR�RXU�ORYH�RU�QRW�EH�ORYLQJ"�

 Loving and honouring parents is 
the foundation of the Five Cardinal 
Relationships. The loving relationship 
between parent and child is innate to each 
one of us and is observable in infants. If 
\RX�ORRN�DW�DQ�LQIDQW�OHVV�WKDQ�WKUHH�PRQWKV�
ROG�� WKHLU� H[SUHVVLRQV� DQG� VPLOHV� DUH� VR�
innocent! They are just as happy regardless 
RI� ZKR� LQWHUDFWV� ZLWK� WKHP�� 7KH� SDUHQWV�
in turn, care for their child attentively and 
unreservedly. This is the loving kindness of 
being a single integrated entity. 

� 7KXV��WKH�DQFHVWRUV�KDG�WKH�ZLVGRP�WR�
recognise the loving relationship between 
parent and child as the fount of all virtues. 
7KH�FRPSDVVLRQ�RI�%XGGKLVP��WKH�LPSDUWLDO�
and universal love of Jesus Christ, and the 

7KH�DQFLHQW�IRUP�RI�́ Xiaoµ��ÀOLDO�SLHW\��
UHVHPEOHV�D�FKLOG�FDUU\LQJ�KLV�DJHG�
SDUHQW�RQ�KLV�EDFN��$QRWKHU�DQFLHQW�
IRUP� RI� WKH� FKDUDFWHU� VKRZV� WKH�
VDPH³D� FKLOG� VKRXOG� EH� REHGLHQW��
FDUU\�RXW�WKH�SDUHQWV·�WHDFKLQJV�DQG�
KRUQRULQJ� WKHP�� 3HUIHFWO\� IXOÀOOLQJ�
ÀOLDO�GXWLHV�LV�´ÀOLDO�SLHW\µ��
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PHUFLIXOQHVV�RI�$OODK��DUH�DOO�H[SUHVVHG�IURP�
the true nature. The true nature is the origin 
of religion, culture, and civilisation.

 However, the infant learns to 
distinguish his parents as he grows. Such 
GLͿHUHQWLDWLRQ�LV�FRQWDPLQDWLYH�DQG�UHVXOWV�
LQ�WKH�ORVV�RI�D�SXUH�PLQG��7KLV�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�
RI�ZKDW�&RQIXFLXV�VDLG��´$OWKRXJK�KXPDQ�
QDWXUHV� DUH� ERUQ� ZLWK� WKH� VLPLODU� QDWXUH��
acquired habits set us apart.” Maintaining 
WKH�SXUH�DQG�LPSDUWLDO�ORYH�UHTXLUHV�SURSHU�
education, which is the starting point of all 
the teachings of sages and religions and is 
in line with the Chinese saying “Without 
HGXFDWLRQ�� >KXPDQ@� QDWXUH� GHJHQHUDWHV�µ�
In the Three Character Classic (Sanzi Jing), an 
ancient textbook for Chinese children, the 
ÀUVW�VL[�OLQHV�FOHDUO\�VHW�RXW�WKH�WUXWK�RI�WKH�
XQLYHUVH�DQG�WKH�REMHFWLYH�DQG�LPSRUWDQFH�
RI�HGXFDWLRQ��6XFK�ZLVGRP�LV�WUXO\�WLPHOHVV�
and universally applicable. 

� :KHQ�GRHV�HGXFDWLRQ�EHJLQ"� ,W�EHJLQV�
ZLWKLQ� WKH�ZRPE�� ,I�ZH� ORYH� RXU� FKLOGUHQ�
DQG�ZLVK�WR�HGXFDWH�WKHP�ZHOO��ZH�VKRXOG�
HPSKDVLVH� D� SURSHU� IDPLO\� HGXFDWLRQ� WKDW�
QXUWXUHV� SURSHU� SHUVRQDO� GHYHORSPHQW�
IURP�FKLOGKRRG��7KLV�LV�WKH�NH\�VWUHQJWK�RI�
traditional Chinese education, which has 
sustained it for thousands of years.

 A few years ago, the Vice Chancellor 
of the University of Southern Queensland 
WROG�PH�DERXW�D�VWXG\�FRQGXFWHG�E\�VHYHUDO�
(XURSHDQ� DFDGHPLF� H[SHUWV� EHIRUH� :RUOG�
War II. They researched why Chinese 
FLYLOLVDWLRQ�UHPDLQV�ZKHUHDV�WKH�RWKHU�WKUHH�
ancient civilisations have not. The research 
FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKH�PDLQ�UHDVRQ�ZDV�GXH�WR�
WKH�VWURQJ�HPSKDVLV�WKDW�WKH�&KLQHVH�SODFHG�
RQ�IDPLO\�HGXFDWLRQ�

� :KDW� GRHV� &KLQD·V� WUDGLWLRQDO� IDPLO\�
HGXFDWLRQ� WHDFK"� 2YHU� WZR� WKRXVDQG�
years ago, the Book of Rites referred to 
WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� SURSHU� FKLOGKRRG�
HGXFDWLRQ� LQ� LWV� ÀUVW� FKDSWHU�� ZKLFK� LV� 
DERXW�GHYHORSLQJ�D�ÀQH�PRUDO� IRXQGDWLRQ�
IURP�FKLOGKRRG��6XFK�DQ�HGXFDWLRQ�ZRXOG�
KHOS� D� FKLOG� PDLQWDLQ� D� SXUH�� ZLVH�� DQG�
FRPSDVVLRQDWH� PLQG� WKURXJKRXW� OLIH�� EH�
VXSSRUWLYH� RI� YLUWXRXV� PDWWHUV�� DQG� QRW�
EHFRPH� DQJHUHG� RU� UHVHQWIXO� LQ� WLPHV� RI�
adversity. 

� )RHWDO� HGXFDWLRQ� LV� RI� IRUHPRVW�
LPSRUWDQFH� LQ� FKLOGKRRG� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG�
has been the teaching tradition in China 
for thousands of years. Three thousand 
\HDUV�DJR��7DL�5HQ��WKH�PRWKHU�RI�.LQJ�:HQ�
RI� WKH�6WDWH�RI�=KRX�NQHZ�WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� 
of foetal education. Throughout her 
SUHJQDQF\�� VKH� PDLQWDLQHG� WKH� KLJKHVW�
PRUDO� VWDQGDUGV� LQ� WKRXJKW�� ZRUG�� DQG�
conduct to foster the upstanding character 

&KLQHVH� DQFHVWRUV� VDLG�� ´7HDFK� \RXU� FKLOGUHQ� ZHOO�
GXULQJ� LQIDQF\µ�� /LNHZLVH�� WKH�Holy Bible� DOVR� VDLG��
´6WDUW�FKLOGUHQ�RII�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WKH\�VKRXOG�JR��DQG�HYHQ�
ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�ROG�WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�WXUQ�IURP�LWµ��
�3URYHUEV�������
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of her foetus. With King Wen being  
generally regarded as a sage king in  
&KLQHVH� KLVWRU\�� JHQHUDWLRQV� RI� PRWKHUV�
KDYH� IROORZHG� 7DL� 5HQ·V� H[DPSOH� DQG�
YDOXHG� IRHWDO� HGXFDWLRQ�� 6XFK� FRPSDVVLRQ�
DQG�WUXH�ORYH�IURP�D�PRWKHU�LV�WKH�VWDUWLQJ�
point of China’s traditional education. 

� )URP� WKH� PRPHQW� RI� ELUWK�� DQ� LQIDQW�
can see and listen, and is already learning. 
7KH�SDUHQWV�PXVW�WKHQ�VKRZ�WKH�LQIDQW�KRZ�
to behave in accordance with Guidelines 
for Being a Good Person (Di Zi Gui) by their 
RZQ� H[DPSOHV� DQG� VKLHOG� WKH� LQIDQW� IURP�
LPSURSHU� LQIOXHQFHV�� %\� SURYLGLQJ� WKLV�
teaching over one thousand days, the infant 
will develop a solid foundation that is 
HͿHFWLYH�IRU�OLIH³DV�WKH\�VD\��´7KH�FKLOG�LV�
WKH�IDWKHU�RI�WKH�PDQ�µ�

 Today, such education no longer 

H[LVWV�� %RWK� SDUHQWV� JR� WR� ZRUN� DQG� OHDYH�
WKH� FKLOGUHQ� WR� OHDUQ� IURP� WHOHYLVLRQ� DQG�
the internet. Subjected to such negative 
LQÁXHQFHV� IURP� DQ� HDUO\� DJH�� FKLOGUHQ�
DFTXLUH� EDG� KDELWV� WKDW� DUH� WKHQ� H[WUHPHO\�
GL΀FXOW� WR� FRUUHFW�� 3DUHQWV� DQG� WHDFKHUV�
FRPPRQO\� ÀQG� FKLOGUHQ� GL΀FXOW� WR� WHDFK��
Thus, the Chinese ancestors said “Teach a 
FKLOG�ZKLOH�WKH\�DUH�\RXQJµ��7KH�+RO\�%LEOH�
WHDFKHV� XV� ´6WDUW� FKLOGUHQ� RͿ� RQ� WKH� ZD\�
they should go, and even when they are old 
WKH\�ZLOO�QRW�WXUQ�IURP�LWµ��3URYHUEV��������

 The true practice of universal love 
begins with respecting a person’s innately 
pure nature and caring for the younger 
JHQHUDWLRQ��7KRVH�ZKR�WUXO\�ORYH�WKHPVHOYHV�
ZLOO� NQRZ� KRZ� WR� ORYH� RWKHUV³WKLV� LV� WKH�
core tenet of the traditional teachings of all 
sages. A younger generation with hearts 
ÀOOHG� ZLWK� ORYH� LV� HVVHQWLDO� IRU� WKH� ZRUOG�

7KUHH�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�DJR��7DL�5HQ��PRWKHU�RI�.LQJ�:HQ�RI�=KRX�'\QDVW\�NQHZ�WKH�SURSHU�ZD\�RI�WHDFKLQJ�KHU�FKLOG�
VKRXOG�VWDUW�IURP�SUHJDQF\��%\�NHHSLQJ�WKH�KLJKHVW�PRUDO�VWDQGDUG�GXULQJ�SUHJQDQF\��7DL�5HQ�IRVWHUHG�KHU�FKLOG��
.LQJ�:HQ��ZLWK�DQ�XSVWDQGLQJ�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�WKH�NLQJ�ÀQDOO\�EHFDPH�D�VDJH�
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to have a future and for the realisation of 
ZRUOG�SHDFH��+HQFH��´LW� LV� LQ� WKH�PLQGV�RI�
PHQ� WKDW� WKH� GHIHQFHV� RI� SHDFH� PXVW� EH�
constructed.”

6HW�*UHDW�$VSLUDWLRQV

 The teachings of the sages provide 
an education that recovers our pure true 
QDWXUH�� 7KXV�� UHOLJLRQV� QHHG� WR� UHVXPH�
teaching and education. The Chinese  
ZRUG� IRU� ´UHOLJLRQµ� FRPSULVHV� WZR�
charactersěׅ૥Ĝ(zongjiao).ěׅĜ(zong) 
PHDQV� YLWDO�� LPSRUWDQW�� DQG� UHYHUHG� 
ě૥Ĝ(jiao�� PHDQV� HGXFDWLRQ�� WHDFKLQJV��
and civilisation. Together, ׅ૥ (zongjiao) 
UHIHUV� WR� YLWDO� HGXFDWLRQ�� LPSRUWDQW�
WHDFKLQJV�� DQG� UHYHUHG� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� RI�
KXPDQLW\�� %DVHG� RQ� P\� H[SHULHQFHV� DQG�
dialogue with various religions of the world 
for over a decade, every religion agrees with 
WKH�&KLQHVH�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�´UHOLJLRQ�µ�ZKLFK�
VLJQLÀHV�WKH�WUXH�PHDQLQJ�RI�UHOLJLRQ�
 

� 7RGD\� LW� LV� LQGHHG�P\�JUHDW�KRQRXU� WR�
EH�KHUH�ZLWK�IDLWK�OHDGHUV�DQG�R΀FLDOV�DQG�
GHOHJDWHV�IURP�YDULRXV�FRXQWULHV��WR�FHOHEUDWH�
9HVDN� LQ� FRPPHPRUDWLRQ� RI� WKH� %XGGKD·V�
JUHDW� OLIH�� 7KH� UROH� RI� 6DN\DPXQL� %XGGKD�
ZRXOG�EH�GHVFULEHG�WRGD\�DV�D�PXOWLFXOWXUDO�
VRFLDO�HGXFDWRU��2Q�FORVHU�H[DPLQDWLRQ�� WKH�
IRXQGHU�RI�HDFK�UHOLJLRQ�ZDV�OLNH�6DN\DPXQL�
%XGGKD�� ZKR� GHYRWHG� KLV� OLIH� WR� ZRUN� DV�
a volunteer social educator. If we wish to 
OHDUQ� IURP� WKH� VDLQWV� DQG� VDJHV�� ZH� PXVW�
not only study in depth the teachings of 
our own religion, but also understand the 
WHDFKLQJV�RI�RWKHU�UHOLJLRQV��%\�UHVSHFWIXOO\�
studying the teachings of every religion, 
we will discover that their teachings are 
about loving and honouring parents, and 
EHLQJ� JRRG�� UHVSHFWIXO�� KXPEOH�� SDWLHQW��
DQG�DFFRPPRGDWLQJ��+HQFH��ZKHQ�UHOLJLRQV�
UHHPSKDVL]H�WHDFKLQJ�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ��SHRSOH�
ZLOO� EH�ZHOO�WDXJKW� LQ�PRUDOLW\� DQG� YLUWXH�
DQG� IDPLOLHV� ZLOO� EHFRPH� KDUPRQLRXV�� 
,I� IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� FDQ� WUHDW� HDFK� RWKHU�

To set great aspirations is to learn 
from the goodness of ancient saints 
and sages. A Buddhist should follow 
6DN\DPXQL�%XGGKD·V�H[DPSOH�
A Christian and Muslim should act like 
Jesus and the Prophet Mohammad, 
respectively.
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HTXDOO\� DQG� JHW� DORQJ� KDUPRQLRXVO\�� WKHQ�
VRFLHW\� ZLOO� OLNHZLVH� EH� KDUPRQLRXV�� 7KLV�
will, in turn, lead to lasting world peace. 
+DUPRQ\�OHDGV�WR�SURVSHULW\��
 
 We see that every ethnic group and 
UHOLJLRQ�KDV�ÀQH�WUDGLWLRQV��7KHUH�LV�WKHUHIRUH�
D�QHHG�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�FRQWLQXH�DQG�SURPRWH�
VXFK�LQYDOXDEOH�WUDGLWLRQV�IRU�WKH�EHQHÀW�RI�
IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�LV�PHDQW�E\�
WR�́ FRQWLQXH�WKH�ZLVGRP�RI�JHQHUDWLRQV�SDVW��
>DQG@�UHDOLVH�ZRUOG�SHDFH�IRU�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�
FRPH�µ�

 Having great aspirations is shown 
by practising the teachings of the ancient 
VDLQWV� DQG� VDJHV�� DQG� IROORZLQJ� WKHLU� ÀQH�
H[DPSOHV�� 7R� OHDUQ� IURP� WKH� %XGGKD�� ZH�
VKRXOG� DFW� DV� 6DN\DPXQL� %XGGKD�� 7R�
OHDUQ� IURP� -HVXV� &KULVW� DQG� WKH� 3URSKHW�
0RKDPPHG��ZH� VKRXOG� DFW� OLNH� -HVXV� DQG�
WKH� 3URSKHW��:H�PXVW� SUDFWLVH� WKH� ORYH� RI�
*RG�� WKH� PHUFLIXOQHVV� RI� $OODK�� DQG� WKH�
FRPSDVVLRQ�RI�WKH�%XGGKD�LQ�RXU�GDLO\�OLYHV�
DQG� SURPRWH� WKHLU� DWWLWXGHV� DQG� FRQGXFW�
WKURXJK� RXU� RZQ� H[DPSOH�� ,Q� GRLQJ� VR��

we will be blessed by the saints and sages 
as well as by our ancestors because our 
DVSLUDWLRQV��ZRUGV��DQG�GHHGV�DUH�WKH�VDPH�
as theirs.  

� 7KH� VXͿHULQJ� DQG� SUREOHPV� QRZ�
IDFHG� E\� KXPDQNLQG� DFWXDOO\� IDU� H[FHHG�
WKRVH� LQ� WKH� WLPHV� RI� 6DN\DPXQL� %XGGKD��
-HVXV�&KULVW��DQG� WKH�3URSKHW�0RKDPPHG��
+XPDQ�FLYLOLVDWLRQ�ERUGHUV�RQ�GHVWUXFWLRQ��
7KH� %ULWLVK� KLVWRULDQ�� 'U�$UQROG� 7R\QEHH��
warned in his later years that without 
WUHPHQGRXV�HͿRUW��WUDGLWLRQDO�FXOWXUH�ZRXOG�
EHFRPH�QRQ�H[LVWHQW�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�JHQHUDWLRQ��
ZKLFK�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�PRVW�FDWDVWURSKLF�ORVV�RI�
KXPDQNLQG��,W�FRXOG�EH�VDLG�WKDW�81(6&2�
LV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�LQ�VDYLQJ�
WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�KXPDQNLQG�

� &RQIXFLXV� RQFH� VDLG�� ´,W� LV� PDQ� ZKR�
FDQ�WHDFK�DQG�SURPRWH�WKH�:D\�µ�7HDFKLQJ�
DQG�SURPRWLQJ�WKH�QDWXUDO�SDWK��RU�WKH�:D\��
is the duty of each benevolent person. We 
FDQ�VDYH�KXPDQLW\�DQG�PRGHUQ�VRFLHW\�RQO\�
WKURXJK� RXU� MRLQW� HͿRUWV� LQ� SURPXOJDWLQJ�
those teachings of saints and sages. A person 

Moral education explains the relationships 
between human beings. They are: 
There should be love between parents and children
There should be distinct duty between husband and wife
There should be honor between leader and subordinate
There should be seniority between young and old
There should be trustworthiness between friends
Morality teaches about good relationships that are warm, 
loving, and sincere. Such teachings are the foundation of the 
ÀYH�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�RI�&KLQHVH�WUDGLWLRQ��7KH�)LYH�&DUGLQDO�
5HODWLRQVKLSV�SURYLGH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�SDWK��)ROORZLQJ�WKH�
teachings of morality is following the greatest virtue. The 
teachings of morality and virtue is an education that will help 
a person who has acquired bad habits return 
to his or her original true nature.
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with universal love and great aspirations 
ZLOO� EH� VHOI�PRWLYDWHG� LQ� VWULYLQJ� WRZDUGV�
this objective regardless of having a faith or 
not. In realising this objective, UNESCO has 
QR�JUHDWHU�GXW\�DQG�WKLV�LV�QR�WLPH�WR�UHVW�

(VWDEOLVK�WKH�0RUDO�)RXQGDWLRQ�

 With vow of universal love and great 
DVSLUDWLRQV�� RQH� PXVW� QH[W� HVWDEOLVK� WKH�
PRUDO� IRXQGDWLRQ�� -XVW� OLNH� D� WDOO� WUHH� WKDW�
needs deep roots for strong branches 
DQG� OXVK� GHQVH� IROLDJH�� :LWK� WKH� PRUDO�
foundation, one will truly be able to “learn 
WR�WHDFK�DQG�OLYH�WR�EH�DQ�H[DPSOH�µ�

 The Way is the truth of the universe 
DQG�KXPDQ�OLIH��DQG�WKH�ODZ�RI�QDWXUH��7KH�
ancient Chinese said, “One cannot depart 
IURP� WKH� :D\� HYHQ� IRU� D� PRPHQW�µ� 7KLV�
PHDQV� WKDW� VXFK� WUXWK� LV� RPQLSUHVHQW�� MXVW�
DV�´*RG�LV�ZLWK�XV�µ�,Q�PRGHUQ�VRFLHW\��WKLV�
LV� DSSDUHQW� LQ� WHUPV� RI� WKH� )LYH� &DUGLQDO�
Relationships. Virtue is according with the 
truth and order. With speech and conduct 
that accord with the Way, one will naturally 

be a person of virtue, a person of the Five 
Cardinal Constants. Together, the Way and 
virtue provide the basic principle for being 
D�PRUDO�SHUVRQ�DQG�WKH�VWDQGDUG�IRU�RXU�OLIH�
and work. 

� 7KH� )LYH� &DUGLQDO� 5HODWLRQVKLSV� DUH��
the loving relationship between parent and 
child, loyalty and fairness between leader 
and subordinate, distinct responsibilities 
between husband and wife, order between 
VHQLRU�DQG�MXQLRU��DQG�WUXVW�DPRQJ�IULHQGV��
This is the Way. As parent and child are one 
HQWLW\��SDUHQWV�DUH�ORYLQJ�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQDWH�
towards children, and the children are 
dutiful and respectful to their parents. Many 
GL΀FXOW� LVVXHV� RI� PRGHUQ� VRFLHW\� DULVH�
entirely due to a lack of love. Parents do not 
know how to love their children. Children 
do not know about honouring their parents 
and are unable to love, respect, and support 
WKHP��

 “Loyalty and fairness between leader 
DQG�VXERUGLQDWHµ�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�
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EHWZHHQ� OHDGHU� DQG� VXERUGLQDWH� PXVW�
accord with honor. The thoughts, words, 
and deeds of leaders and subordinates 
PXVW�EH�SURSHU��IDLU��UHDVRQDEOH��DQG�ODZIXO� 
$� FRPSDQ\� EXLOW� RQ� VXFK� D� SURSHU� IRXQ�
GDWLRQ� LV� ERXQG� WR� ODVW� IRU� D� ORQJ� WLPH� 
A society or nation based on honor will  
HQMR\� ORQJ�WHUP� SHDFH� DQG� VWDELOLW\��
Renewing and valuing honor is essential for 
lasting world peace and prosperity.

 “Distinct responsibilities between 
husband and wife.” The husband and 
ZLIH�PDNH�XS�D� IDPLO\�ZLWK�HDFK�KDYLQJ�D�
GLͿHUHQW� UROH�� 0HQ� DUH� WKH� EUHDGZLQQHUV��
DQG�WKH�ZRPHQ�DUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WHDFKLQJ�
WKH�FKLOGUHQ��:KHWKHU�D�FKLOG�ZLOO�EHFRPH�D�
sage or a person of noble character depends 
RQ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�KLV�PRWKHU��7KXV��WKHUH�LV�
a Chinese saying that “Men go out to work, 
DQG�ZRPHQ�ORRN�DIWHU�WKH�KRPH�µ�7KLV� LV�D�
division of labour. 

 Today, both husband and wife are keen 
to work and overlook the teaching of the 
QH[W� JHQHUDWLRQ�� 7KH� GLVDGYDQWDJHV� IURP�
doing so outweigh any gain. The ancient 
&KLQHVH� VDJHV� XQGHUVWRRG� WKDW�PDUULDJH� LV�
QRW�PHUHO\�D�PDWWHU�EHWZHHQ�WZR�SHRSOH��EXW�
RQH� WKDW� LPSDFWV� VRFLDO� VWDELOLW\� DQG�ZRUOG�
peace, and is not to be treated lightly. No 
one teaches about such truths now. Social 
GLVRUGHU� VWHPV� IURP� KXVEDQGV� DQG� ZLYHV�
EHLQJ�VR�LUUHFRQFLODEOH�WKDW�GLYRUFH�EHFRPHV�
the only solution. Marital discord leads to 
eventual social responsibility and causal 
OLDELOLW\�WR�WKH�GHWULPHQW�RI�VRFLHW\��

 “Proper order between senior and 
MXQLRUµ� PHDQV� WKDW� D� SHUVRQ� LQ� D� MXQLRU�
SRVLWLRQ�PXVW�GHIHU� WR�VRPHRQH� LQ�D�VHQLRU�

SRVLWLRQ�� DQG� WKH� VHQLRU� SHUVRQ� PXVW� EH�
UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� WKH� SURSHU� GHYHORSPHQW�
of juniors. If young siblings are kind 
and loving towards each other, their 
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLOO�UHPDLQ�XQFKDQJHG�DV�WKH\�
grow older and they will continue to help 
each other and work together. How happy 
DQG�EOHVVHG�ZRXOG�VXFK�D� IDPLO\�EH��6XFK�
D� VRFLHW\� ZLOO� QDWXUDOO\� HQMR\� ORQJ�WHUP�
peace and stability. The ancient Chinese 
WKXV�SURKLELWHG�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�ÀJKWLQJ�DQG�
WDXJKW�WKHP�WR�EH�DFFRPPRGDWLQJ��)URP�DQ�
early age, children had to learn to be patient 
DQG� DFFRPPRGDWLQJ�� DQG� VXEVHTXHQWO\�
WR� EH� KXPEOH�� FRQVLGHUDWH�� DQG� VHUYH�
RWKHUV� LQ� VRFLHW\�� 6XFK� SDWLHQFH�� KXPLOLW\��
and consideration are no longer taught. 
,QVWHDG�� FKLOGUHQ� DUH� WDXJKW� WR� FRPSHWH�
ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�IURP�DQ�HDUO\�DJH��$V�WKH\�
JURZ�ROGHU��WKH\�RQO\�NQRZ�WR�FRPSHWH�IRU�
IDPH�DQG�SURÀW��DQG�HYHQ�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�
will litigate. This leads to social disorder 
DQG�HYHU\RQH�PXVW�OLYH�ZLWKRXW�D�VHQVH�RI�
security. 

� )LQDOO\��´WUXVW�DPRQJ�IULHQGVµ�LV�DERXW�
PXWXDO� WUXVW� EHWZHHQ� IULHQGV�� ZLWKRXW�
any deception. A person who is unable 
to keep his word has no place in society. 
2XU�DQFHVWRUV�HPSKDVLVHG�WUXVWZRUWKLQHVV�� 
)RU� H[DPSOH�� D� GHEWRU·V� VRQV� DQG� JUDQG�
children would strive to repay his debt, 
HYHQ� ZLWKRXW� D� ELQGLQJ� OHJDO� GRFXPHQW��
7KLV�LV�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WUXVW�
 
 China’s traditional lifestyle enabled 
HYHU\�SHUVRQ�DQG�IDPLO\�WR�EH�KHDOWK\�DQG�
happy, with society enjoying lasting peace 
and stability. This has been recognised by 
ERWK� %ULWLVK� SKLORVRSKHU� %HUWUDQG� 5XVVHOO�
and Dr Toynbee. In his later years, Dr 
Toynbee considered how to ensure that 
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another world war would never happen 
again, and how the whole world could live 
LQ� SHDFH� DQG�KDUPRQ\��ZLWK� LQFOXVLYHQHVV��
PXWXDO�UHVSHFW��DQG�ORYH��+H�GHHSO\�KRSHG�
that China’s traditional culture would 
EHFRPH� PDLQVWUHDP� ZRUOGZLGH� LQ� WKH�
WZHQW\�ÀUVW� FHQWXU\�� 'U� 7R\QEHH� VDLG� WKDW�
China’s traditional culture is a unique 
FXOWXUH� RI� LQFOXVLRQ�� KXPLOLW\�� DQG� EHLQJ�
considerate of others. 

 Throughout its history of thousands 
RI� \HDUV�� &KLQD·V� GRPHVWLF� DQG� IRUHLJQ�
SROLFLHV�KDYH�HPSKDVLVHG�IDLU�DQG�HTXLWDEOH�
WUHDWPHQW��OLYLQJ�LQ�KDUPRQ\��EHLQJ�DOWUXLVWLF��
kind, sincere, and living frugally. Thus,  
'U�7R\QEHH�DVVXUHG�SHRSOH�DW�WKH�WLPH�WKDW�
&KLQD·V� WUDGLWLRQDO� FXOWXUH� LV� DQ� LPSRUWDQW�
cultural heritage that brings lasting world 
SHDFH�� VWDELOLW\�� DQG�KDUPRQ\�� DQG�EHORQJV�
WR�DOO�KXPDQLW\�DQG�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�

 The Five Cardinal Relationships 
represents the Tao, or natural order. They 
DUH� WLPHOHVV�� XQLYHUVDOO\� DSSOLFDEOH�� DQG�
inviolable. Virtue involves following the Five 
Cardinal Relationships in our interactions 
LQ� GDLO\� OLIH� DQG�ZRUN�� WKDW� LV�� OLYLQJ�ZLWK�
PRUDOLW\� DQG� E\� WKH� QDWXUDO� RUGHU�� 9LUWXH�
HQFRPSDVVHV�� ���� WKH� )LYH� 9LUWXHV�� QDPHO\�
EHQHYROHQFH��KRQRU��FRXUWHV\��ZLVGRP��DQG�
WUXVW������WKH�)RXU�$QFKRUV��QDPHO\�FRXUWHV\��
KRQRU��LQWHJULW\��DQG�VKDPH��DQG�����WKH�(LJKW�
9LUWXHV�� QDPHO\� ÀOLDO� SLHW\�� VLEOLQJ� ORYH��
OR\DOW\�� WUXVW�� EHQHYROHQFH�� ORYH�� KDUPRQ\��
and peace.

� %HQHYROHQFH�LQYROYHV�EHLQJ�FRQVLGHUDWH�
and loving others as oneself. This then 
extends to loving all living beings and 
WKH� PDWHULDO� HQYLURQPHQW�� :LWK� D� KHDUW�
of benevolence, one will live and work  

PRUDOO\�DQG�UHDVRQDEO\��6XFK�D�SHUVRQ�ZLOO�
KDQGOH� PDWWHUV� DSSURSULDWHO\� DQG� ZLWK�
FRXUWHV\��%\�REVHUYLQJ� OLIH� LQ� WKLV�PDQQHU��
LW� LV� PXFK� OLNH� REVHUYLQJ� SUHFHSWV�� ZKLFK�
OHDGV� WR� KHOSLQJ� RQH� DWWDLQV� PHGLWDWLYH�
FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�� ZKLFK� OHDGV� WR� ZLVGRP��
Thus, one who lives with honor and 
FRXUWHV\�LV�ERXQG�WR�EH�ZLVH��:LWK�ZLVGRP��
one will respect the sages and practise their 
WHDFKLQJV�� ZKLFK� LQVSLUH� ÀUP� EHOLHI�� 6XFK�
ÀQH�PRUDO�FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�
LQWLPDWH� ORYH� EHWZHHQ� SDUHQW� DQG� FKLOG��
7KXV��PRUDO� FRQGXFW� LV� FHQWUHG� RQ� VXFK� D�
love for all as one. 

� 7KH� )RXU� $QFKRUV� ZHUH� ÀUVW� SUR�
PXOJDWHG� GXULQJ� WKH� 6SULQJ� DQG�$XWXPQ�
3HULRG������������%&��E\�*XDQ�=KRQJ��ZKR�
VDLG�´&RXUWHV\��KRQRU��LQWHJULW\��DQG�VKDPH�
are the four pillars of a nation.” Leaders 
PXVW�HGXFDWH�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�DERXW�FLYLOLW\��
KRQRU�� LQWHJULW\�� DQG� VKDPH�� 7KHVH� IRXU�
qualities are like four pillars that support 
WKH� ORQJ�WHUP� SHDFH� DQG� VWDELOLW\� RI� WKH�
FRXQWU\�� ,QWHJULW\� PHDQV� QR� FRUUXSWLRQ��
6KDPH�UHIHUV�WR�D�VHQVH�RI�VKDPH�WKDW�GHWHUV�
XV�IURP�LPPRUDO�FRQGXFW��$QFLHQW�&KLQHVH�
VRFLHW\� KLJKO\� HPSKDVLVHG� WKH� )RXU�
Anchors, which enabled people to live and 
work in peace, and enjoy stable prosperity 
over thousands of years. This is what we 
hope for today. 

� 7KH� DVSHFWV� RI� YLUWXH� DUH� VXPPDULVHG�
DV�� ÀOLDO� SLHW\�� VLEOLQJ� ORYH� �RU� IUDWHUQDO� 
ORYH��� OR\DOW\�� WUXVW�� FRXUWHV\�� KRQRU�� LQ� 
WHJULW\��VKDPH��EHQHYROHQFH��ORYH��KDUPRQ\��
and peace. These principles provide 
the essential foundation for learning 
the teachings of the saints and sages. 
%\� SUDFWLVLQJ� WKRVH� SULQFLSOHV�� RQH� ZLOO�
EHFRPH�D�VDLQW�RU�VDJH�LQ�UHOLJLRXV�VWXGLHV��
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7KH�6WHOH�RI�WKH�8QLW\�RI�)DLWKV�DQG�6FKRROV�RI�7KRXJKWV��,W�ZDV�HUHFWHG�LQ������
E\�D�VFLHQWLVW�DQG�PXVLFLDQ�=KX�=DL\X��PHPEHU�RI� WKH� UR\DO� IDPLO\�� ,W�GHSLFWV�
WKUHH�SHRSOH�LQ�RQH�ERG\��VKRZLQJ�WKDW�DOO�IDLWKV�DUH�PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�2QH�
(QWLW\��7KH�WKUHH�DUH�6DND\DPXQL�%XGGKD�DW�WKH�FHQWHU��/DR�7]X�LV�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�
DQG�&RQIXFLXV�RQ�WKH�OHIW�



RU�D�SHUVRQ�RI�QREOH�FKDUDFWHU�LQ�DFDGHPLF�
studies.

��� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�)RUHPRVW�LQ��
� 3URPRWLQJ�:RUOG�3HDFH
 At the Shaolin Monastery in China, 
WKHUH� LV� DQ� DQFLHQW� PRQXPHQW� WLWOHG� ´,Q�
praise of the Three Doctrines and Nine 
Schools of Thought.” It is inscribed with 
WKH�ZRUGV�RI�(PSHURU�6X]RQJ�RI� WKH�7DQJ�
G\QDVW\����������$'���́ 7KH�7KUHH�'RFWULQHV�
>WKH� WHDFKLQJV� RI� &RQIXFLDQLVP�� 'DRLVP��
DQG� %XGGKLVP@� DUH� RQH� HQWLW\�� 7KH� 1LQH�
6FKRROV� RI� 7KRXJKW� DULVH� IURP� WKH� VDPH�
RULJLQ�� 7KHUH� DUH� PDQ\� DSSURDFKHV� WR� WKH�
RQH� WUXWK�� DQG� PDQ\� SDWKV� WR� WKH� VDPH�
GRRU�µ� 7KLV� FRQFHSW� RI�PXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP� LV�
WKH� LQWHUFXOWXUDO� KDUPRQ\� WKDW� 81(6&2�
has long advocated and what was 
SURPRWHG�E\�&KLQHVH�3UHVLGHQW�;L�KHUH�ODVW�
\HDU³´&LYLOLVDWLRQV� DUH� HQULFKHG� WKURXJK�
GLDORJXH�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU�µ

 When  I  visited  the  centenarian  Japanese 
9HQHUDEOH�0DVWHU�.RU\X�1DNDPXUD��KH�WROG�
PH�WKDW�WKH�IRXQGHUV�RI�HDFK�RI�WKH�ZRUOG·V�
religions are incarnations of Avalokitesvara 
%RGKLVDWWYD��WKH�%RGKLVDWWYD�RI�0HUF\�DQG�
&RPSDVVLRQ��� 7KLV� PHDQV� WKDW� WKH� VDJH�
teachings of the world’s ethnic groups are 
QRW�MXVW�PHPEHUV�RI�RQH�IDPLO\��EXW�SDUWV�RI�
D� VLQJOH� HQWLW\��$YDORNLWHVYDUD�%RGKLVDWWYD�
LV�WKHUHIRUH�SDLQWHG�ZLWK�WKLUW\�WZR�DVSHFWV�
LQ�&KLQHVH�SDLQWLQJV�WR�UHÁHFW�WKH�LGHD�´RQH�
KXPDQLW\�� PDQ\� IDLWKV�µ� 7KH� 8QLYHUVDO�
Door Chapter of the Lotus Sutra states, 
´0DQLIHVWLQJ� WKH� DSSURSULDWH� LPDJH� WR�
KHOS�WKRVH� LQ�QHHG�RI�ZLVGRP�µ�7KH�VDJH�
teachings of the world’s traditional cultures 
DUH� IXQGDPHQWDOO\� RQH� DQG� WKH� VDPH�� 
7KXV�� WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�HͿHFWLYH�SUHFHGHQWV�

RI� LQWHUFXOWXUDO� DQG� LQWHUIDLWK� KDUPRQ\� LQ�
&KLQD�VLQFH�DQFLHQW�WLPHV��6XFK�H[SHULHQFHV�
UHPDLQ�UHOHYDQW�UHIHUHQFHV�IRU�VRFLHW\�WRGD\��
7KH�ZRUOG·V�UHOLJLRQV�DUH�RQH�IDPLO\�DQG�DOO�
RI�KXPDQLW\�LV�RQH�OLYLQJ�HQWLW\��(GXFDWLRQ�
UHPDLQV� WKH� SULRULW\� LQ� WUXO\� UHDOLVLQJ� WKH�
RQHQHVV�RI�KDUPRQLRXV�FRH[LVWHQFH�

� :KDW� LV� WKH� WHDFKLQJ� FRQWHQW"� 7KH�
teachings of the saints and sages. For 
H[DPSOH�� WKH� Governing Principles of 
Ancient China (Qunshu Zhiyao)� FRPSLOHG�
E\� (PSHURU� 7DL]RQJ� RI� WKH� 7DQJ� G\QDVW\�
SURYLGHV� ÀQH� WHDFKLQJ�PDWHULDO� WKDW� KHOSV�
WR� VROYH� WKH� SUREOHPV� RI� VRFLHW\� WRGD\��
7KLV� ERRN� LV� WKH� FROOHFWHG�ZLVGRP�� LGHDOV��
PHWKRGV�� RXWFRPHV�� DQG� H[SHULHQFHV�
throughout generations since the period of 
WKH�7KUHH�6RYHUHLJQV�DQG�)LYH�(PSHURUV�LQ�
DQFLHQW�&KLQD�� ,W� RͿHUV� JXLGDQFH� LQ� WHUPV�
RI� SHUVRQDO� PRUDO� FXOWLYDWLRQ�� PDQDJLQJ�
D� IDPLO\� KRXVHKROG�� JRYHUQLQJ� D� FRXQWU\�
and world peace, which involves fair and 
HTXLWDEOH�WUHDWPHQW�DQG�OLYLQJ�LQ�KDUPRQ\��
The world’s diverse ethnic groups, cultures, 
ideologies, and lifestyles can work together, 
FRH[LVW�KDUPRQLRXVO\�DQG�XQLWH�DV�RQH��

6WUHQJWKHQ�WKH�/HDUQLQJ�)RXQGDWLRQ

 Studying the Governing Principles of 
Ancient China� UHTXLUHV� D� ÀUP� OHDUQLQJ�
foundation. The “learning foundation” 
refers to the teachings of self cultivation, 
PDQDJLQJ�WKH�IDPLO\�KRXVHKROG��JRYHUQLQJ�
the country, and realising world peace. 
Such teachings are based on the Chinese 
characters and Classical Chinese. Chinese 
FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�V\PEROV�RI�ZLVGRP��DQG�WKH�
Chinese language is the only ideographical 
language in use today. Classical Chinese 
provides a standard way of writing that ��



GRHV�QRW�HYROYH�RYHU�WLPH��,I�\RX�DUH�DEOH�WR�
read Classical Chinese, you will have access 
WR�D�WUHDVXUH�WURYH�RI�ZLVGRP��

 The ancient Chinese were well aware 
RI�ODQJXDJH�KDYLQJ�PDQ\�GLDOHFWV�DQG�WKDW�
the language itself would also evolve over 
WLPH��7KXV��WKH\�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�IRUPV�RI�ODQJXDJH��WKHUHE\�
developing Classical Chinese, which 
WUDQVFHQGHG�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH��DQG�LPSDUWHG�
ZLVGRP�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZRUOG�IRU�DOO�WLPH��
Classical Chinese was highly regarded by 
ERWK� %HUWUDQG� 5XVVHOO� DQG� 'U� 7R\QEHH��
They hoped that the Chinese characters 
DQG� &ODVVLFDO� &KLQHVH� ZRXOG� EHFRPH� RQH�
RI�WKH�ZRUOGZLGH�PHGLXP�IRU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�� D� PHDQV� RI� XQLWLQJ� WKH�
world that would naturally bring about 
SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�

 Chinese characters and Classical  
&KLQHVH�UHPDLQ�WKH�EHVW�PHDQV�RI�LPSDUWLQJ�
culture throughout generations and could 
be used to convey the traditional cultures of 
every ethnic group. Thus, we consider that 
Chinese characters and Classical Chinese 
DUH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�LQYHQWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�KLVWRU\��
HQDEOLQJ�WKH�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�DQG�DFFXPXODWLRQ�
RI�ZLVGRP�DQG�FLYLOLVDWLRQ��

� $V� WKH� PRVW� SURVSHURXV� DQG� JROGHQ�
age in Chinese history, the success of the 
Tang dynasty was brought about through 
use of Governing Principles of Ancient China. 
Over a thousand years later, this book has 
EHFRPH� WKH� IDYRXULWH� RI� &KLQHVH� 3UHVL�
GHQW� ;L�� ZKLFK� VKRZV� WKDW� LW� LV� PRVW� 
worthwhile to learn Chinese characters 
and Classical Chinese today.
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Qunshu Zhiyao�ZDV�D�FRPSLODWLRQ�RI�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�SDVVDJHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�FROOHFWHG�IURP�
WKH�UR\DO�OLEUDU\�RI�PRUH�WKDQ��������VFUROOV�LQ�WKH�6HYHQWK�FHQWXU\��7KH�FRPSLODWLRQ�KDV�
��������FKDUDFWHUV��ZKLFK�JXLGHG�(PSHURU�7DL�=RQJ�RI�7DQJ�G\QDVW\�WR�UHDOL]H�WKH�JROGHQ�
DJH� RI� SHDFH� DQG� SURVSHULW\� LQ�&KLQD��7KH� HPSHURU� VDLG� WKDW�� E\� FDUHIXOO\� UHDGLQJ� WKH�
FRPSLODWLRQ��RQH�ZRXOG�EH�ZLVH�HQRXJK�WR�VROYH�DOO�NLQGV�RI�SUREOHPV�



 Restoring the teaching of traditional 
FXOWXUH� LV� QRZ� LPSHUDWLYH� IRU� WUDLQLQJ�
WHDFKHUV�ZLWK� D� VWURQJ�PRUDO� DQG� OHDUQLQJ�
foundation, and for enabling the age old 
WHDFKLQJV� RI� 6LQRORJ\� WR� WUXO\� EHQHÀW� WKH�
world. 

 Chinese characters and Classical  
&KLQHVH� DUH� QRW� GL΀FXOW� WR� OHDUQ�� ,W� MXVW�
WDNHV�GLOLJHQW�QRQ�QDWLYH�VWXGHQWV�RQH�\HDU�
to read Classical Chinese, and three years to 
ZULWH�&ODVVLFDO�&KLQHVH��7KLV�LV�WKH�FRPPRQ�
H[SHULHQFH� RI� QRQ�&KLQHVH� VWXGHQWV�
currently undertaking research on Chinese 
history and culture. Why would people 
IURP� GLͿHUHQW� FXOWXUDO� EDFNJURXQGV� OHDUQ�
&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHUV"�(DFK�&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHU�
LQFOXGHV� SKLORVRSK\� DQG� DUW�� 7KURXJK� LQ�
depth study, one will discover each Chinese 
FKDUDFWHU�HQFRPSDVVHV�JUHDW�ZLVGRP�WKDW�LV�

FRPPRQ�WR�DOO�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�FXOWXUHV�RI�WKH�
world’s ethnic groups. 

� 7KHUH� DUH� VL[� PHWKRGV� RI� IRUPLQJ�
Chinese characters.

���� 3LFWRJUDP�

� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� HDUOLHVW� IRUPV� RI� WKH�
FKDUDFWHUV� IRU� PRXQWDLQěʱĜ(ጢshan) 
and waterě̐Ĝ(ᎁshui�� UHVHPEOH� WKHLU�
respective shapes. The character for tree  
ě̈Ĝ (፹mu) looks just like a tree. 

���� ,GHRJUDP

� ,I�ZH�DGG�D�KRUL]RQWDO�OLQH�WR�WKH�ORZHU�
part of ̈ (mu��� LW�EHFRPHV�ʹ (Ꮵben) 
PHDQLQJ� URRW� RU� IRXQGDWLRQ�� ,I� ZH� DGG� D�
KRUL]RQWDO�OLQH�WR�WKH�XSSHU�SDUW�RI�̈��PX���
LW� EHFRPHVěͶĜ(Ꮷmo��� PHDQLQJ� WKH�
ODWWHU�RU�ÀQDO�SDUW�

7KHUH�DUH�VL[�SULQFLSOHV�E\�ZKLFK�&KLQHVH�FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�IRUPHG��QDPHO\�SLFWRJUDPV��LQGLFDWRUV��DVVRFLDWLYH�
FRPSRXQGV��SLFWRSKRQHWLF�FKDUDFWHUV��GHULYDWLYH�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�SKRQHWLF�ORDQ�FKDUDFWHUV�

��



��� $VVRFLDWLYH�&RPSRXQG�

� $VVRFLDWLYH� FRPSRXQGV� DUH� IRUPHG�
IURP� D� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� FKDUDFWHUV�� ZKLFK�
FROOHFWLYHO\�H[SUHVV�D�GLͿHUHQW�PHDQLQJ��)RU�
H[DPSOH��LI�ZH�SXW�WZR�RI�WKH�WUHH�FKDUDFWHU
̈�WRJHWKHU��LW�EHFRPHVظ��(ᚩlin��PHDQLQJ�
grove, and three of the tree character� ̈

WRJHWKHU�� LW� EHFRPH� ಷ (ᴨsen�� PHDQLQJ�
forest, a wooded area larger than a grove.

4. 3LFWR�SKRQHWLF�

� 3LFWR�SKRQHWLF� FKDUDFWHUV� DUH� D�
FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�WZR�FKDUDFWHUV��RQH�UHODWLQJ�
WR� LWV�PHDQLQJ�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�UHODWLQJ�WR� LWV�
SURQXQFLDWLRQ�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� FKDUDFWHU�
ěЕĜ (ᒆjiang��IRU�ULYHU�LV�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�
of the character for water ě̐Ĝ (ᎁshui 
expressed as晕���ZKLFK� UHODWHV� WR� LWV� IRUP��
and the character ěʳĜ (gong), which 
relates to its sound. 

� 7KHUH�DUH�WZR�IXUWKHU�PHWKRGV�NQRZQ�
as “derived characters” and “borrowed 
FKDUDFWHUV�µ� ZKLFK� DSSHDU� DV� GLͿHUHQW�
FKDUDFWHUV�EXW�DUH�RULJLQDOO\�UHODWHG�LQ�WHUPV�
RI� VRXQG� RU� PHDQLQJ�� /HDUQLQJ� &KLQHVH�
FKDUDFWHUV� LV� WKXV� UHODWDEOH� DQG� LQÀQLWHO\�
interesting for all.

&XOWLYDWLRQ�
� (TXLSSHG� ZLWK� D� PRUDO� OHDUQLQJ�
IRXQGDWLRQ��RQH�WKHQ�FRPPLWV�WR�SURPRWLQJ�
the teachings of the saints and sages. 
There is no service higher than teaching. 
All the religious saints and sages, without 
exception, devoted their lives to teaching. 
Thus, those who are interested in realising 
world peace should aspire to dedicating 
WKHLU�OLYHV�WR�LPSDUWLQJ�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�
saints and sages.

 How do we achieve UNESCO’s 
VWDWHPHQW� ´LQ� WKH� PLQGV� RI� PHQ� WKDW� WKH�
GHIHQFHV� RI� SHDFH� PXVW� EH� FRQVWUXFWHGµ"�
The ancient Chinese have already provided 
WKH� DQVZHU�� ´(GXFDWLRQ� LV� HVVHQWLDO� LQ�
building a country and guiding its people.” 
7KH� VDPH� SULQFLSOH� DSSOLHV� IRU� ZRUOG�
peace, the heaven referred to by various 
UHOLJLRQV�� DQG� WKH� ODQGV�RI� WKH�%XGGKDV�� ,I�
we properly teach and practise traditional 
culture, the whole world will be able to 
unite, eradicating war forever and realising 
lasting peace and prosperity. 

 Interfaith unity is the only path to 
world peace in today’s society. To achieve 
LQWHUIDLWK� KDUPRQ\�� UHOLJLRQV� PXVW� UHWXUQ�
to teaching and education, which requires 
providing a thorough understanding of 
the sacred teachings. People will then not 

6LQFHULW\��UHVSHFW��HTXDOLW\��WUDQTXLOLW\��SXULW\��PHUF\��
DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ�DUH�WKH�VHHGV�RI�WUXH�QDWXUH�SODQWHG�
E\�%RGKLVDWWYDV��)URP�WKHVH�TXDOLWLHV�WKH\�PDNH�WKH�
XOWLPDWH�YRZV�WR�FXOWLYDWH�DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�UHDFK�WKH�
XOWLPDWH�DWWDLQPHQW��

��



PLVWDNH� UHOLJLRQ� IRU� VXSHUVWLWLRQ�� :LWK�
proper understanding of the religious 
teachings, devout followers will not be 
PLVOHG��EH�RSSRVHG�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��RU�IROORZ�
a wrong path.

 With a genuine aspiration to follow in 
the footsteps of the saints and sages, we  
will gain blessings and will have positive 
RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� UHFHLYH� D� ÀQH� HGXFDWLRQ�
HQDEOLQJ�XV� WR�KHOS� RWKHUV��1RW� RQO\�PXVW�
ZH�H[HPSOLI\�WKH�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�VDLQWV�DQG�
sages and the spirit of traditional culture, 
ZH�PXVW�DOVR�EH�DEOH�WR�WHDFK�WKH�SURIRXQG�
principles. 

� %HORZ�� ,� KDYH� VHW� RXW� D� VXPPDU\� RI�
HGXFDWLRQ� EHLQJ� IRUHPRVW� LQ� WHUPV� RI� WHQ�
aspects.

���� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�IRUHPRVW�IRU�SODQQLQJ�D�OLIH 
 for oneself and setting goal(s) in life.
��� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�IRUHPRVW�IRU�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D 
�� FDUHHU�DQG�PDQDJLQJ�D�IDPLO\�

��� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� IRU� EXLOGLQJ� D 
  country and guiding its people.
��� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� IRU� D� ODQG� RI� 
 courtesy and honor.
��� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�IRUHPRVW�IRU�VRFLDO�VWDELOLW\ 
� DQG�KDUPRQ\�
��� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� IRU� QDWLRQDO� 
 prosperity and security for its people.
��� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� IRU� DQ� HUD� RI 
 prosperity and universal peace.
��� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� IRU� ORQJ� WHUP 
  peace and stability. 
��� (GXFDWLRQ�LV�IRUHPRVW�LQ�DOO�WKH�ODQGV�RI 
� WKH�%XGGKDV��
���� (GXFDWLRQ� LV� IRUHPRVW� LQ� WKH� /DQG� RI 
� 8OWLPDWH�%OLVV�

 Whether for personal happiness, 
QDWLRQDO� ORQJ� WHUP� SHDFH� DQG� VWDELOLW\��
UHOLJLRXV�PLVVLRQDU\�ZRUN�� RU�PDQDJLQJ� D�
group or governing a country, education 
PXVW�EH�WKH�IRUHPRVW�SULRULW\��(GXFDWLRQ�LV�
YLWDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�
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 Unfortunately in today’s society, 
education is neither provided by teachers 
QRU�E\�D�FRXQWU\·V�OHDGHUV�EXW�E\�WKH�PHGLD��
7KH�PHGLD�KDV�EHFRPH�D�GHFLVLYH�LQÁXHQFH�
RQ�WKH�JHQHUDO�VRFLDO�DWPRVSKHUH��7HOHYLVLRQ�
and the internet appear to teach us 
KDUPIXO�EHKDYLRXUV³WR�KDUP��VWHDO�RU�WDNH�
DGYDQWDJH��FRPPLW�VH[XDO�PLVFRQGXFW��DQG�
GHFHLYH��,W�LV�QR�DFFLGHQW�WKDW�SHRSOH�EHFRPH�
PLVJXLGHG�DQG�PRGHUQ�VRFLHW\�LV�GLVRUGHUHG�
ZLWK�FRQVWDQWO\�HVFDODWLQJ�FRQÁLFWV�

� 7KH�PHGLD�LWVHOI�LV�QHLWKHU�SRVLWLYH�QRU�
negative, it just depends on how we use it. 
:H�KRSH�WKDW�HYHU\�FRPPXQLW\�FDQ�KDYH�D�
television channel dedicated to broadcasting 
the teachings of the saints and sages to every 
KRPH��3HRSOH�FDQ�HDVLO\�EH�WDXJKW��DQG�ZLWK�
the proper education, they will soon change 
their ways. 

 We also hope that the teachings of each 
ethnic group passed down throughout 
generations can be recorded in Chinese 
characters and Classical Chinese for the 
EHQHÀW�RI�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�

$WWDLQLQJ�WKH�8WPRVW�
$FKLHYHPHQW
� 7KH� DLP� RI� UHOLJLRXV� WHDFKLQJV� DQG� 
the teachings of China’s traditional culture  
is to develop saints, sages, and people of 
QREOH� FKDUDFWHU�� :LWK� PRUH� VXFK� SHRSOH��
peace and prosperity will be naturally 
achieved. Thus, truly learning the teachings 
ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�VDYH�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�RXU�IDPLO\��
but also society and the world. It will 
EHQHÀW� FRXQWULHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� ZRUOG�
DQG� WKH� LQÀQLWH� OLYLQJ� EHLQJV� WKURXJKRXW�
WKH� XQLYHUVH�� +HQFH�� LW� LV� WKH� XWPRVW�
DFKLHYHPHQW�

� 2QH� PXVW� DWWDLQ� WKH� XWPRVW� DFKLHYH�
PHQW�WR�WUXO\�ORYH�RQHVHOI�DQG�RWKHU�OLYLQJ�
EHLQJV�� ,V� LW� GL΀FXOW� WR� GR� VR"� ,W� LV� QRW�
GL΀FXOW�ZLWK�ÀUP�EHOLHI��7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH�WKH�
%XGGKD� RIWHQ� WDXJKW� WKDW� ´$OO� EHLQJV� DUH�
%XGGKDV�LQ�QDWXUH�µ�7KH�&KLQHVH�DOVR�KDYH�D�
saying, “Every person can be Yao Shun [one 
RI� WKH�PRVW� UHVSHFWHG�VDJH�NLQJV@�µ�7KLV� LV�
WKH�VDPH�DV�´+XPDQ�EHLQJV�DUH�ERUQ�ZLWK�
innate goodness and purity.” With belief, 
aspiration and practice, everyone can 
achieve.

 To nurture saints, sages and people of 
QREOH�FKDUDFWHU��ZH�PXVW�IROORZ�WKH�SURSHU�
WHDFKLQJ� PHWKRGV�� QDPHO\� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO�
PHWKRG� RI� IROORZLQJ� SUHFHSWV�� JDLQLQJ�
PHGLWDWLYH� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�� DQG� DWWDLQLQJ�
ZLVGRP�� 7KLV� PHWKRG� LV� EDVHG� RQ� WKH�
principle that precepts enables one to attain 
PHGLWDWLYH� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�� ZKLFK� LQ� WXUQ�
HQDEOHV� WKH� LQLWLDWLRQ�RI�ZLVGRP��7KH�SDWK�
to success is “to specialise in one subject 
RYHU�D�ORQJ�SHULRG�RI�WLPH��DQG�WR�UHDOLVH�WKH�
PHDQLQJ�RI�D�ERRN�E\�UHDGLQJ�LW�D�WKRXVDQG�
WLPHV�µ

� 2QFH� ZH� KDYH� PDVWHUHG� WKH� &KLQHVH�
characters and Classical Chinese, we can then 
specialise in Governing Principles of Ancient 
China or religious texts. As the Governing 
Principles of Ancient China� LV� YROXPLQRXV�
DQG�SHRSOH�WRGD\�KDYH� OLWWOH� WLPH�WR�VWXG\��
0DOD\VLD·V� $FDGHP\� RI� +DQ� 6WXGLHV� KDV�
FRPSLOHG� D� VHOHFWLRQ� RI� ���� H[FHUSWV³WKH�
Governing Principles of Ancient China 360, 
ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�ZLGHO\�ZHOFRPHG��,�VXJJHVW�
WKDW� HDFK� UHOLJLRQ� DOVR� FRPSLOHV� D� ´���µ�
of the essence of its teachings to facilitate 
learning for everyone.
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� $� WUXO\� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� WH[WV� ZLOO� LQVSLUH�
ZLVGRP��´7R� UHDOLVH� WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI� D�ERRN�E\� UHDGLQJ� LW� D� WKRXVDQG�
WLPHVµ� KHOSV� PRGHUQ� VRFLHW\� WR� UHVROYH� DOO� SHUVRQDO�� IDPLO\�� VRFLDO��
HWKQLF��DQG�QDWLRQDO�FRQÁLFWV�

� $W� WKLV� FULWLFDO� MXQFWXUH� LQ� KLVWRU\�� ZH� SURSRVH� WKH� 6L[� 3ULPH�
3ULQFLSOHV��QDPHO\��IRVWHU�D�YRZ�RI�XQLYHUVDO�ORYH��VHW�JUHDW�DVSLUDWLRQV��
HVWDEOLVK� WKH� PRUDO� IRXQGDWLRQ�� VWUHQJWKHQ� WKH� OHDUQLQJ� IRXQGDWLRQ��
FXOWLYDWLRQ�� DQG� DWWDLQ�� WKH� XWPRVW� DFKLHYHPHQW�� 0D\� WKHUH� EH� ORYH�
throughout the universe and goodwill on earth. We believe that if 
PRUH�SHRSOH�SUDFWLVH�WKH�6L[�3ULPH�3ULQFLSOHV��ZH�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�UHVROYH�
FRQÁLFW�EXW�DOVR�UHDOLVH�D�SDUDGLVH�RI�ZRUOG�SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�LQ�WKH�
near future. 

May you enjoy auspiciousness, happiness and peace.

May UNESCO enjoy success in its directive in realising world peace.

0D\�DOO�WKH�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�HQMR\�SURVSHULW\��SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�

 Thank you.

/RYH�SHUPHDWHV�DOO�WKH�
'KDUPD�UHDOPV�
*RRGZLOO�ÀOOV�WKH�HQWLUH�
XQLYHUVH�
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