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Research Focus:
* Sima Qian's use of Chunqiu techniques to critique Emperor Wu's Xiongnu

campaigns.
* Balancing truthful recording with political sensitivity.

Key Context:
* 54- year military campaigns led to social and economic crisis.

* Sima Qian's dilemmatruth vs. imperial authority.

Significance:
* Reveals Shiji's inheritance of Chunqiu methods.

* Highlights "taboo narratives" in Chinese historiography.
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‘ 3 V] & & (Revealing Meaning Through Selective Writing)

Cross-referencing

‘ e & & ;%: Highlight omissions in one chapter via another.

« Example: (T &2 ) lists economic policies but ends with Qin's collapse —

indirect criticism of Emperor Wu.

Balanced Details
« :¥9% % 3¢ Selective emphasis to imply critique.

* Example: Detailed accounts of minor officials' virtues juxtaposed with vague

v

descriptions of Emperor Wu's policies.



‘ B g ¥ (Arranging Phrases & Comparing Events)
Sequencing
Imply causality (e.g., placing L1 Guang's biography before Xiongnu treatise).

Example: (&% 7|i# ) juxtaposes Han victories with losses — questions

war's futility.

Rhetorical Tension

Phrases like "# = #-4p " mask critiques of poor leadership.
Example: Subtle word choices in {-F & % ) hint at economic

mismanagement.
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‘ (T ¢ Z ) : Economic Accusations Through “3% ¥ & & ” (Straightforward Recording)

Data Documentation

Records of massive warhorse losses (e.g., 110k warhorses lost).

Example: Detailed accounts of economic strain due to prolonged campaigns.

Historical Allusion

Qin's collapse as a warning.

Example: Comparing Emperor Wu's policies to those of the fallen Qin dynasty.

Silent Criticism

No direct naming of Emperor Wu.

Example: Indirect references to failed policies without explicit blame.



‘ ( 7 #& 5/ @) : Institutional Critique Under “= ¢ 4% ” (Narratives of Destiny)

Contrast of Talents

* Li Guang's exceptional skills vs. Li Cai's mediocrity.
 Example: Highlighting Li Guang's strategic

brilliance juxtaposed with Li Cai's incompetence.

Blame Shift

« Blame shifted to "fate" (¥ ) to critique imperial
bias.
 Example: Suggesting that Li Guang's lack of

recognition was due to systemic issues.



‘ ( 74« 7/ # ) : Structural Critique of War

% Sequence of Peace vs. War % Exposing Futility

* Peace under Emperors Wen * Listing victories alongside
and Jing vs. war under losses.
Emperor Wu. * Example: Detailed accounts
 Example: Contrasting the of both successes and
prosperous reigns of Wen and failures in the Xiongnu

Jing with the chaotic era of Wu. campaigns.



‘ ( #r#-F 35 7@ ) : Deconstructing Merit Through “ % % %3 ” (Juxtaposing Name and Reality)

I Superficial Praise I Undermining Achievements
* Praise for Wei Qing and Huo * Inflated reports and neglect of
Qubing. soldiers.
 Example: Highlighting their  Example: Questioning the true
achievements while hinting at value of their victories through
underlying issues. subtle critiques.




SICH 7023

~ Conclusion &

Comments




‘ Key Findings

Shiji blends Chunqiu techniques = Strategies like ¥ ¥ 3 2 (bent-
to balance truth and political brush concealment) reveal

restraint. layered critiques.

o




SICH 7023 Professor Zhang's paper research and discussion.

i

-

Thank you for your listening =~

| AName . Yuang Sun | ﬁ TIME: 2025.4.3

O




	SICH7029-EngPrac-WORD-YuangSun-1804386.pdf
	Postgraduate Assignment coversheet & feedback form
	AI Acknowledgement

	Sima+Qian's+Historiographical+Techniques+in.pdf
	幻灯片编号 1
	幻灯片编号 2
	幻灯片编号 3
	幻灯片编号 4
	幻灯片编号 5
	幻灯片编号 6
	幻灯片编号 7
	幻灯片编号 8
	幻灯片编号 9
	幻灯片编号 10
	幻灯片编号 11
	幻灯片编号 12
	幻灯片编号 13
	幻灯片编号 14
	幻灯片编号 15


