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Language and Literacy in the Digital Age

This paper will analysis the importance of storytelling and how it helps children’s language and literacy skills develop. Attached to the paper are two videos; first video the narrator will be reading ‘Stickman’ in the form of a traditional paper book and the second video will include the story ‘The Very Hungry Catapiller’ using a digital method. The paper will highlight methods and techniques used in both videos and discuss the importance it has on young children’s development as a whole. To conclude, both videos will be analysed to determine any differences in both approaches. 
Agosto (2016a) and Gibb (2016) both suggest storytelling improves children’s listening and reading abilities, whilst building vocabulary. Gibb (2016) adds storytelling encourages conversations or discussions, which improves comprehension skills. Gibb (2016) also suggests it can benefit and widen children’s imagination alongside learning new information. BBC (2023) states children who are frequently read to show more empathy and understanding on how others feel. National Literacy Trust (no date) states technology and digital platforms are transforming how young children learn and believe digital reading has become an important part of literacy since the digital era. 
Changing voice
In both videos the story teller refers to ‘Pupil Voice’, which is a class discussion during oracy to discuss what the children would like to include in the weeks continuous provision or free time and vote on the story of the week. This approach adheres to article 12 of The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the right to be heard in matters that may affect their life (UNICEF, no date).
As Wilkinson (2019) claims it is important to encourage children to have a choice in books which keeps them engaged and excited about literacy. Wilkinson (2019) explains story time to children is special as for those few minutes’ children are transported to a magical place, so it is important to make it enjoyable by using silly voices or setting the scene in a cosy environment. In both videos the narrator uses different tones and alters their voice to represent each character, and used props around the reading area to create curiosity and excitement. In addition, in video two the narrator used face paint to represent the main character in the story to spark engagement and a sense of fun from the beginning. 
Another point Wilkinson (2019) made, stories help children learn about the world whilst learning new words, meanings and when they are fully engaged in what is happening in the story. It opens up questions such as “why?” and “what is going to happen next?” which allows a bigger connection with the world states Wilkinson (2019).
Cekaite and Bjork-Willen (2018) study agrees with Wilkinson (2019) stating by creating an aesthetic and entertaining experience it heightens children’s co-operations through verbal and nonverbal participation. In both videos, the story teller used ‘lighthouse’ gaze continuously, and short pauses to build suspense and to invite the group to participate, as advised by Cekaite and Bjork-Willen (2018) as an effective way of dramatizing and building up the story. Another point made, it is important that the story ignites curiosity to hold their attention, as a result will stimulate imagination and contribute to the children’s development. 
Visual-props etc
However, Agosto (2016) explains storytellers believe storytelling from memory creates more of an emotional connection, which generates better listeners and readers. In video two, the storyteller has memorised some of the script to try create a deeper engagement from the children, as Agosto (2016) studies suggests children visualise the pictures mentally when their attention is not solely on the pages. Visualisation is a fundamental literacy skill, which helps children’s cognitive development as the learners are interested in the stories and motivated to understand what is happening (Agosto 2016b). 
Greimann (2017) suggests swapping books and instead use a visual set up of the story to create a difference experience and make the story time more exciting. Greimann (2017) says children love the use of peg dolls and wooden animals to help bring the story to life, and in both videos the story teller used a version of the story’s character. In video one the story teller made a ‘Stickman’ puppet along with other props such as a spade, eggs nest and a woolly scarf for visual aid. In video two, the individual used the original soft toy to use as a puppet throughout the story, and had drawings of the fruit from the book to mimic what the caterpillar ate. 
In the videos the individual stops at appropriate times to ask the children what they think will happen next, as Berkowitz (2011) believes when young children make predications or encourages to put a sequence of events together helps their ability to have a deeper understanding and comprehension of the story. The new curriculum for Wales states learners should be encouraged to make connections and be able to transfer skills to all areas of learning, such as critical thinking skills can strengthen a learner’s problem-solving abilities linked to science and mathematics (Welsh Government 2020a).  
Language and Rhyme  
According to Schmitt (2021) Chomsky proposed each child had the ability to acquire and produce language due to the language acquisition device (LAD) organ in the brain. Schmitt (2021) states LAD is responsible for developing the rules of language and focuses on encoding basic grammar, although experience is needed to achieve high quality of language skills. Children need to hear adults use the words to realise grammatical errors, such as “ I sawed a dog”. However, Piaget disagreed with Chomsky’s argument according to Eichler and Fagundes (2005), who state Piaget’s theory of language acquisition purposed children learn through cognitive development. 
According Halpenny and Pettersen (2014) Vygotsky’s theory has similarities to Piaget, however Vygotsky emphasised language is constructed through social and cultural interactions with others and highlighted the importance of an enabling adult. Where as Piaget argued individuals constructs their own ability to develop language, argues Lourenco (2012).
Moritz et al (2012) state reading is among the most complex academic skill for young children. Therefore, educators in pre-school focus on building vocabulary, letter formation and print knowledge to introduce the basic knowledge requirements of reading acquisition. 
In the first video the reader has chosen a story that has included rhyming words throughout as Mortiz et al (2012) indicate a small number of studies strongly suggest rhymes help learners develop phonological skills, which includes identify syllables and understanding words share common sounds and letters. Similarly, Harper (2011) suggests there are links to rhyming and early reading which in hand strengthens a young learners spelling ability. Pourkalhor and Tavakoli (2017) believe using rhyming words can be an effective fun way to introduce a second language. Cambridge University (2020) also suggests rhymes help improve listening competence, rhythmic sequences and repeating the same words enable learners to learn a new language by recognising similar sounds. 
Cambridge University (2020) explain rhymes can be an easier to remember new vocabulary rather than a more structure method, and usually have a version in other languages too, which a learner may already know to help understand the meaning of the words. The Guardian (2011) state studies show hearing rhyming words such as ones heard in video one, may help develop both sides of the brain instead of centralised hotspots in the brain, and increases a child’s ability in spatial reasoning which may boost mathematical and scientific abilities.
However, traditional nursery rhymes were based on dark stories based on politics, diseases and supernatural, explains Burton-Hill (2015). The Mail (2018) states settings have changed or removed traditional nursery rhymes due to the words being politically incorrect or outdated. The Mail (2018) also indicate some individuals have negatively reacted and believe the new practice is too extreme, and any politically incorrect terms should be used to highlight history and discuss how society has changed. Lee (2017) also believes traditional nursery rhymes should still be used as it helps children’s intellectual and emotional development. Lee (2017) states most individuals have found memories of singing nursery rhymes or reading rhyming books whilst bonding with parents or special individuals from their childhood. Creating a bond is vital to a child’s development according to Bowlby’s attachment theory (cited in Holmes 2006) which argues an infant needs a strong attachment to be able to thrive and have successful social relationships with others. Bowlby’s theory also has similarities to Lee (2017) stating a strong attachment bond provides security which in return creates a healing narrative when dealing with emotional difficulties (Holmes 2006). 
Compare and Contrast 
In the second video the story teller opted to use digital technology following Donaldson’s report 2015, stating practitioners and schools need more focus on technological competences to enable young learners to be able to participate in the digital world in the future (Donaldson 2015). However, National Literacy Trust (2019) states access to iPads, laptops or other devices is not the same for every learner and in some schools, which means schools are not able to commit to Donaldson’s digital literacy report. Neumann and Neumann (2013) argue there is evidence to suggest touch screen tablets can support emergent literacy skills, with apps designed to help children learn the alphabet or recognise numbers, also finger based games to enhance emergent writing. Neumann and Neumann (2013) point out for children to gain the most optimal early literacy learning relies on the type of scaffolding and guidance from parents or practitioners, also the quality and availability.
The screen displayed the book’s pages including the words; however, the individual used the words as a guide to refer back too to try and make direct eye contact with the children as advised by Berkowitz (2011). As a critic the story teller could have used a handheld device, which would give the children an opportunity to join in and play a role in telling the story and using Dewey’s theory of learning, who believed children learn better through hands on experiences (Sikandar 2015). Sikandar (2015) has similar believes to Chomsky proposing children learn grammar through experience. For example, the storyteller could have used instructions informing the children when to press the next button to turn the page, which supports young learners listening and observing skills alongside using technology. 
Comparing the position of the story teller, in video one the story teller is sat on a chair at a lower level closer to the children creating a more togetherness feeling compared to video two, where the individual stood up in front of the group. However, the storyteller moved around more freely and both hands were available to use props or make hand gestures to the children whilst telling the story. It clearly demonstrates in video one that the individual struggled to hold both the book and props at the same time. Another benefit displayed in the second video is the screen offered a larger picture display for all to see, compared to a standard sized page.  
Although Berkowitz (2017) states telling oral stories as well as illustrated books support children’s development differently. It allows children to create the image for themselves, and with no book to look at the children match story teller’s facial expressions and share mutual physical expression, which creates a level of intimacy, empathy and a feeling of togetherness. Togetherness can be linked to the new curriculum for Wales, according to Welsh Government (2020b) it is important children feel a part of something to boosts learners’ well-being and supports the curriculum’s holistic approach.
Furenes, Kucirkove, Bus (2021) agrees with Berkowitz stating the importance of the adult’s mediation during story time, although research states using digital books resulted in lower comprehension score when independently used by children.
Conclusion  
Throughout the paper there have been references to why and how story telling can be beneficial to young children’s development. Three techniques used in the videos have been analysed to show why the individual used the examples during both stories. The paper discussed the importance of story-telling and how it promotes oracy, alongside the development of digital literacy and how it links to the new curriculum for Wales. Suggestions going forward would be for the individual to try and include the children more, perhaps holding the props and inviting the children to read a section of the book.
Another critic, the practitioner could sit with the children on the floor to be on the same level and closer to create a closer bond and engagement.  Also perhaps using a handheld device in future practice to allow others to participate in touching the ‘next’ button or select a more interactive style online story. However, both videos displayed good eye contact, good use of appropriate facial expressions and props to capture the children’s attention, curiosity and bring an element of fun to story time. 
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