



Aims and Objectives 
A research methodology is used to examine and complete a topic in a specific way, the research will also help the public and writer understand why the research is conducted in a specific way regarding the topic. The present study will use qualitative data to address three objectives. Objective one focuses on the characteristics of a murderer and their upbringing. Objective two will help the researcher understand aspects such as social interaction, mental health of a murderer. The researcher has chosen this topic due to finding this area extremely interesting. There is also a lack of research in Wales which could benefit those in need, through social services, schools and the community when supporting and helping those who may become killers. Objective three will focus on ACEs and the impact they have had in Wales and England with crimes such as murder. The researcher is hoping to evaluate the main reasons how someone can become a killer and how the UK are dealing with the issues. The researcher would also like to understand can projects and ideas such as ACEs make a difference to those in need. 

[bookmark: _Toc76028056]Research philosophy 
The researcher will be using the interpretivism philosophy; The researcher has chosen the interpretivism philosophy, allowing different points of views and opinions. This research philosophy also allows different aspects of reality. The disadvantage of interpretivism may be the lack of data to support the different opinions (Alharahsheh and Pius, 2020). Positivism is used to support statistically the objective data and methods, furthermore, lacking a deeper understanding of the full context (Alharahsheh and Pius, 2020). The interpretivism philosophy is suited to the research in question as this allows the researcher to understand a more personal level of the topic rather than just statistical facts (Potrac, Jones and Nelson, 2014). 
[bookmark: _Toc76028057]Research approaches 
The researcher will be initiating the inductive approach. the indictive approach focuses on observations and the build up to different theories (Liu 2016). Inductive reasoning is explained to observe a phenomenon, then the collection of data to establish trends or patterns that may lead to the findings and finally a theory is concluded to help explain or understand the area in question (Liu 2016). Deductive data will not be used because it is understood that the findings are already understood, and the information is already predicted. 
[bookmark: _Toc76028058]Strategies 
A research strategy is the process of how the primary research will be conducted. The research method the researcher will be using is interviews. Interviews will allow the researcher to ask candid questions, allowing the interviewee to give open ended answers. The researcher aims to achieve three interviews by three police officers as this gives a professional insight into murder. The researcher may struggle to conduct focus groups as restrictions due to covid are still in place therefore the conduction of questionnaires will be utilised. The researcher has also identified the method of questionnaires to the public, which may give a broader view overall. All interviews and questionnaires will be conducted online, as this follows the guidelines of covid and the university. 
[bookmark: _Toc76028059]Method- Qualitive Data 
The mono method the researcher has chosen is qualitive data. Qualitive research understands the concepts of people, opinions and the different life experiences that will impact a person. Qualitive data allows an in-depth view on problems that numerical data does not include such as emotions (Mills and Birks 2014). Qualitive data has been chosen by the researcher because the individual believes the topic cannot simply be answered by several yes and no answers but a deeper understanding of the topic. The researcher explains, qualitive data allows the reader to experience a more in-depth aspect of the topic by learning individuals’ experiences through their professions and years’ worth of knowledge. The researcher understands, not all research can stimulate the idea of the nation, rather aiming to identify key ideas and patters than may be able to help tackle the question at hand. 
Method 1: interviews 
The qualitive method of researched that will be utilised in extracting information will be interviews. The researcher will also a series of open-ended questions that will allow a vast range of opinions specifically from each interview conducted. The interview will contain 15 equations based on the characteristics of a killer. The interviews will have a running time of about 15-20 minutes, this allows the information to be gathered, yet also maintain at a manageable level. It is hoped there will be two or three interviewees. The researcher has acknowledged, due to covid there will be no in person interviews, therefore all interviews will be conducted over teams.  
Method 2: questionnaire
The researcher will distribute questionnaires to a series of professional individuals such as police officers and those who have connections to youth crimes and other aspects of the research. The questionnaire will contain about 15 questions in relation to the research. the questions will all be open ended questions, this will allow the research received to be in-depth and unique. the limitation of open-ended questions may be no pattern or similarity between each participation, if so this will be reviewed in the conclusion.
Tackling the drawbacks 
In order to tackle the drawback of individuals wanting to keep their identity anonymous, the researcher will introduce that all participants will be anonymous, so they feel comfortable to answer all questions to the best of their ability. By insuring anonymity, this will make the participants feel more comfortable to express their feeling and emotions on the topic at hand. The researcher will inform all participants beforehand, what the research will be about and what the goal of the research will be , this will ensure the participants will not feel trapped or uncomfortable when participating in the questionnaire or interviews.
Information sheet 
Before collecting any data, the researcher will be providing an information sheet to the participants prior of their contribution. The information sheet will disclose the aims and objectives of the research project so they understand what will be included in their interview or questionnaire. Before each interview there will need to be either written or spoken consent by the participant to insure, they fully agree for the information provided to be utilised in the research. 
Coding 
In qualitive data, coding allows the researcher to understand the process of identifying data or a paragraph and finding the connection between the two separate ideas. Coding will promote the overall organisation of the research project because this will allow there to be documents, notes and diaries of dates, times and research identified (Auerbach, and Silverstein, 2003). By coding a document this will allow the researcher to key point the areas of value such as emotional, factual and areas that may be thought as important. By coding and summarising a document this will also allow to keep the research questions at the centre (St. Pierre and Jackson, 2014). Coding allows the data to be reduced and highlighted by importance. Once the researcher has coded through put the research, this will lead to developments and themes which will lead to a possible theory (Auerbach, and Silverstein, 2003). The researcher understands individuals’ perspectives, religious views and previous experience will have an affect on the outcome of the document and the process of coding. Furthermore, the researcher aims to be ethical and consider all circumstance to unsure a fair review. The researcher will use deductive coding as this allows a method to be used that is somewhat specific data lead, whereas indictive coding introduces a nonspecific idea to be formed from the research (Auerbach, and Silverstein, 2003). Codes will led to categories then categories will lead to concepts then concepts will lead to theories, which will allow the researcher with the final conclusion (St. Pierre and Jackson, 2014).

The researcher believes the method of mixed method has limitations such as an increased complexity of evaluations, therefore careful planning of all the different aspects of both qualitive and quantitative data require much more time and planning to achieve a fair overall outcome (Creswell and Wisdom, 2013). The researcher believes the research and results found from the project will mostly rely on opinions and experiences rather than numerical data (Creswell and Wisdom, 2013). The researcher also believes to achieve fair and equal data through a mixed method approach requires a vase number of participants and time, which the researcher does not have (Creswell and Wisdom, 2013). Therefore, concluding a mixed method approach will not be appropriate for this project. 

The researcher believes quantitative data can be relatively easily to analyse and be consistent, reliable and specific, furthermore the researcher understands these key points yet believes there are also some limitations which has resulted in the researcher choosing a different method (Queiroz, Faria and Almeida, 2017). The limitations of quantitative data can be a lack of access and or availability to find the research needed to evaluate the questions. a further limitation of quantitative data may be the restriction of close answered questions may result in the information received to be very robotic and limit the ability to explain complex issues furthermore (Queirós, Faria and Almeida, 2017). 

[bookmark: _Toc76028060]Time horizon  
Cross sectional study is designed to observe the research over a short period of time which measures the outcome of the study and investigates the research to progress’ an understanding. The researcher has identified cross sectional collection of data as the research conducted will be developed in a short period of time due to the researcher only having limited time (Setia, 2016). 
[bookmark: _Toc76028061]Reliability and Validity 
 
The research methods utilised by the researcher will be balanced and unbiased to the best of their ability. The researcher understands how important interviews and questionnaires are to the quality of researcher by allowing the researcher to understand the issues on a more in-depth level, therefore, considering all the factors, the researcher understands there may be bias due to the personal factors of an interview. The researcher will take into consideration the factors of the questions and ensuring they are not leading questions, that may impact the overall result. The researcher will be keeping all participants anonymous to ensure a continues of non-bias and equality. The participants will also be informed of the questions and what the research is about to insure fairness to all. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc76028062]Research Methods 
 
The research methods that will be utilised are, interviews and a questionnaire to the general public. The researcher will aim to achieve three key interviews from police officers, which will allow the researcher to have a deeper insight into the police officers view on a potential murderer. The researcher has chosen to speak to police officers due to the restrictions such as contact with a criminal or murderer. Due to covid restrictions, all interviews will be utilised over face time as this is the safest form of contact. 
 
The researcher had also chosen to hold a focus group and view the different responses, but due to covid restrictions the researcher found this very difficult to organise. Therefore, there will be questionnaires which will still allow information and opinions to be achieved. The questionnaire will contain up to 15 questions which will focus on the characteristics of a murderer and if there is enough support through identifying ACEs. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc76028063]Time Management 
 
 
Time management is very important when conducting research, it is critical all tasks and goals are set out well in a good time frame (Misra, and McKean, 2000). By conducting good practice of time management, this allows the researcher to live a balanced life of research, job and social life. When time management is controlled, this results in the researcher producing higher quality of work due to lower levels of stress (Misra, and McKean, 2000). The researcher will manage the time by organising work, university and social life, as demonstrated in the graph below. The information below demonstrates a balanced lifestyle which allows the researcher to achieve the goals set and has room for any misfortunes or spontaneous events. 
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