There are many barriers to education that children experience all around the world. Barriers to education often result in individuals not receiving the education that they are entitled to, which can prevent them reaching their full potential as children and as adults. Examples of barriers to learning include disability, poverty, gender inequality, conflict and war, lack of funding and child marriage (Rueckert, 2019, pg. 1). This assignment will analyse some of the barriers to education in one country in the majority world, whilst comparing the barriers to Wales. The country that this assignment will focus on is Syria. This assignment will also consider how global policies such as the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and the Sustainable Development Goals aim to break down the barriers to education and support the children that are facing them. Following that, it will acknowledge theories that link to the barriers to education and explain how the theory can have an impact on children in Syria. The barriers to education in Syria that this assignment will analyse are conflict and war, staff to child ratio, overcrowded classrooms, language, poor mental health and trauma, child marriage and poverty. 
The UN Convention on the Right of the Child (UNCRC) applies to all children and young people under the age of 18 and recognises the importance of children’s rights (Together Scotland, 2021, pg. 1).  The UNCRC aims to ensure all children “grow up in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidarity” (Together Scotland, 2021, pg. 1). To achieve these aims, the UNCRC have created 54 articles based on the rights of children and have provided governments with information on how they should work together to make the rights available to all children and young people (https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-rights/united-nations-convention-of-the-rights-of-the-child, no date, pg. 1). This assignment will demonstrate the links between the rights of the child and the barriers to education. 
The Sustainable Development Goals have set out 17 goals that aim to create a better more sustainable future for everyone. The goals “address the global challenges we face, including poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental degradation, peace and justice” (https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/, no date, pg. 1). If the Sustainable Development Goals are followed correctly by countries, they could play a crucial role in preventing many barriers to education for children. This assignment will show several connections between the barriers to education and the 17 sustainable development goals. 
Syria is officially known as the Syrian Arab Republic and is located in West Asia, along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea (StudyCountry.com, 2021, pg. 1). Syria has an area of 185,180 sq km and is bordered by the countries Turkey, Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, and Israel (Fisher, 2013, pg. 1). The current population in Syria is estimated to be 17,802,189 (Worldometer, 2021, pg. 1), which is a lot larger than the current population of Wales which is estimated to be 3,136,382 (Data Commons, 2019). The most common language spoken in Syria is Arabic, although there is said to be approximately 17 different dialects which include Kurdish, standard Arabic and classic Arabic (StudyCountry.com, 2021. pg. 1). 
Education within Syria is remarkably similar to the education system used in Wales. It is based on a government funded 12-year system which includes both primary and secondary education (Immerstein and Al-Shaikhly, 2016, pg. 1).  Pre-primary school education is also available for children in Syria, although it is not compulsory and therefore comes with a fee (Immerstein and Al-Shaikhly, 2016, pg. 1). Primary education is mandatory for all children in Syria from the ages of 6-12, followed by non-compulsory secondary education from the ages of 12 to 15 (Wolfe, 2020). Individuals that choose to attend secondary education are required to take an examination at the end of the 3 years, and those that pass are then able to progress onto higher education (Wolfe, 2020, p. 1). 
Research suggests that in 2014 there was an estimate of 2,553,000 children enrolled in primary school education and 2,875,000 enrolled in secondary education. These statistics indicate that approximately 92% of children attended primary school education at that time (Immerstein and Al-Shaikhly, 2016, pg. 1). According to 2015 statistics, education in the country deteriorated dramatically, with approximately 2 million Syrian children out of education which coincides with the on-going conflict and war in Syria (Immerstein and Al-Shaikhly, 2016, pg. 1). 
Over the last 8 years there has been a civil war in Syria which escalated from a peaceful protest against President Bashar Al-Assad (BBC News, 2019, pg. 1). Many Syrians were unhappy with the way President Al-Assad ran the country and believed that he was to blame for the high number of unemployment and corruption in Syria (BBC News, 2019, pg.1). During the peaceful protest, Al-Assad ordered the government to use deadly force to end the protest, which caused the opposition supporters to fight back (BBC News, 2019, pg. 1). As a result of the violence from both parties, the whole country erupted into a civil war that has had devasting effect on Syria. It is estimated that from 2011 to 2017, around 207,000 civilians in Syria have been killed or injured during this war, with approximately 25,000 of these casualties being children (Statista Research Department, 2020, pg. 1). According to more recent statistics, “at least 400,000 Syrians have lost their lives, and 5.6 million refugees out of a pre-war population of 22 million were displaced from Syria” (Cheung et al, 2020, pg. 1).  
Salon Syria (2018) as cited in The Syrian Observer (2021, pg. 1) claims that the civil war has also had a devasting effect on the education system within Syria, with approximately 3 million children being deprived of an appropriate amount of education. Hadi and Chaiban (2021, pg.1) state that “the education system in Syria is overstretched, underfunded, fragmented and unable to provide safe, equitable and sustained services to millions of children”. One reason for the education system failing is the number of schools that have been under attack or damaged during the war, resulting in school closures. Salon Syria (2018) as cited in The Syrian Observer (2021, pg. 1) states that a massive 7,400 schools have been destroyed due to the civil war, with some groups purposely targeting schools for military purposes (Save the Children, 2021). It is also known that these groups and the armed forces regularly threaten and attack children on their journeys to school (Save the Children 2021, pg.1). As a result of these factors, many parents are reluctant to send their children to school with the fear of their children being harmed or killed. Teshendoff (2015, pg.1) believes that because of the devastation caused by the civil war, education is not seen as a priority for many families in Syria. 
Schools that have not been destroyed in Syria are also struggling to provide high-quality education for children due to lack of staff. In 2015 it is said that 50,000 teaching staff were either killed or fled the country for their own safety (Teshendorff, 2015, pg. 1). Schools in Syria with classrooms designed to accommodate 25 students are now being forced to handle up to 50 children due to lack of functioning schools in the country and staff shortages (Salon Syria, 2018, as cited in The Syrian Observer, 2021, pg. 1). Wales have also faced problems with overcrowded classrooms. Statistics show that in Wales from 2008-2013, overcrowding in schools increased by a third with 3,119 children aged 5-7 being taught in classrooms with more than 30 children (Hutchinson, 2013, pg. 1). An overcrowded classroom can make it difficult for teachers to engage all children with their learning due to raised noise levels and inadequate staff to pupil ratio, which often creates an incredibly stressful learning environment for both staff and children (Green Modular, 2021). This is a barrier to learning for children in both Wales and Syria as the children are not receiving quality education that they are entitled to. It is extremely important that all children have access to a good education as it can help people to become better citizens and benefits society by teaching children and young people to respect rights, laws and regulations (Habitat for Humanity of Broward, 2020, pg. 1). Education also provides children and young people with better job opportunities in the future. Children with no education will be unable to progress academically and earn the qualifications they require to be successful adults. The Sustainable Development Goals intend on amending this barrier to learning by ensuring all children have access to quality education that promotes lifelong learning opportunities (https://sdgs.un.org/goals, no date, pg. 1). 
Refugee children from Syria also miss out on vital aspects of education and learning. The UNCRC rights of the child state that refugee children that flee to another country and intitled to the same rights and children born in that country (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, 2021a), which includes the right to an education. To support this right, Unicef have been continuously working with Syrian refugee children to provide education, psychological support and a safe environment that allows children to play and have fun (https://www.unicef.org.uk/syria-children/, no date, pg. 1). This links to the article 31 of the UNCRC, which states that all children have the right to relax and play (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, 2021b). The UN Sustainable Development Goals also set out to ensure all children, including refugees have access to good quality, inclusive education (Beste, 2015, pg. 1). Despite the work of the UNCRC and the UN Sustainable Development Goals, Human Rights Watch (2021) state that “there are 1.5 million school-aged Syrian refugee children living in Turkey, Jordan, and Lebanon, but approximately half of them do not have access to formal education”. A major part in the amount of refugee children not having access to education is due to a lack of funding and cooperation between countries, the national government, and organisations (Beste, 2015, pg. 1).  
Statistics from 2015 indicate that the UK have supported 250,000 refugee children with both formal and informal education (Bubbers, 2015). Refugee children from Syria that flee to the UK are entitled to the same high- quality education regardless of their backgrounds because of the UNCRC rights of the child, although they still face barriers to learning. Refugee children often have little or no English when attending schools in the UK, resulting in them being unable to learn from the teacher until they understand the English language. Although, in practice there are often other children within the class that are Arabic speakers that can help guide refugee children through the daily routines in schools and offer some support with their learning. Schools also employ Arabic translators to support children with English as an additional language, albeit it is usually just for 1 hour per week. Many refugee children from Syria suffer with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and depression caused by the traumatic events they have witnessed (Gunes and Guvenmez, 2020, pg. 307-310). This is another barrier to learning for both refugee children and children attending schools in Syria as they often find it difficult to concentrate, focus and retain information (Tull, 2020, pg. 1). To overcome these barriers to learning for Syrian refugees in the UK, it is important that refugee children have access to quality counselling and receive support from all school staff including the pastoral care officer. This supports one of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals which focuses on good health and well-being for all children (https://sdgs.un.org/goals, no date, pg. 1). 
The current on-going civil war has also shown an increase in child marriage, especially with Syrian refugees which is another barrier to learning. The UNCRC does not have a specific right to address child marriage, although article 3 states that “the best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children” (https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/, no date, pg.1). Sustainable development goal 5.3 also aims to eliminate all harmful practises against children including early and/or forced marriage (https://www.unicef.org/mena/sites/unicef.org.mena/files/2018 , no date, pg. 3). Unfortunately, the UNCRC rights of the child and the sustainable development goals are not always valued within Syria and boarding countries as many girls are still getting married before the age of 18. The law in Syria states that the minimum legal age of marriage is 17 for girls, although they can marry at 13 with judicial consent (Girls Not Brides, 2021a). However, the legal age for boys to get married in Syria is 18, but with judicial consent they can marry at 15 which suggests that there is gender inequality within Syria (Girls Not Brides, 2021a). The law in Jordan is similar to Syria as the legal age for marriage is 18, but children between the ages of 15-17 can get married depending on the circumstances (Hutchinson, 2018, pg. 8). Despite the legal age of marriage in Jordan being 18 years old, research suggests that in 2012, 12% of refugee girls were married before they were 18, which increased to 32% by early 2014 (Hovering, 2019, pg. 1). Again, similar to other countries, the legal age of marriage in Lebanon is 18, although this may vary based on a family’s religion. Due to the variations, 2016 statistics suggest that in Lebanon 41% of refugees aged 20-24 were registered married before the age of 18, although many child marriages are unregistered and because of this the figures may be relatively higher (Hovering, 2019, pg. 1). 
[bookmark: _Hlk66384377]There are many factors that have played a part in the increase of child marriages. Child marriage is not always an easy choice for Syrian parents but is a desperate response to the devasting circumstances they are faced with. For many parents, child marriage is the answer to protecting their daughters from harm including sexual violence, although this is not always the case (Bailey-King, 2018, pg. 1).  Girls that are married young often experience complications during pregnancy and childbirth, violence from their husbands and restricted freedom which can all cause long-term damaging effects (Hovering, 2019, pg. 1). Child marriages are also often short-lived which leaves girls and their children and unprotected, and at risk of being stigmatised within their community causing poor mental health (Bailey-King, 2018, pg. 1). Poverty is also a driving force for child marriage within Syria and refugee camps as many parents cannot afford to care for and provide for their daughters. Once married, girls are no longer financially dependent on the family which often comes as a relief to parents struggling with poverty. Parents also believe that marriage provides their daughters with financial stability, now and in the future (Bailey-King, 2018, pg. 1).  Sustainable development goal 1 aims to end all forms of poverty throughout the world, which should show a decrease in the number of Syrian girls getting married before the legal age (https://sdgs.un.org/goals, no date, pg. 1). 
Many people express the importance of education on preventing child marriage for Syrian girls. According to Bailey-King (2018, pg. 1), children that do not have access to education are more vulnerable to child marriage as schools provide girls with knowledge and skills that they require to delay the process. Wodon (2017, pg. 1) states that “Early marriage makes completing education almost impossible for girls”. Girls that are married at a young age are often expected to drop out of education to take on their new roles of being a stay-at-home wife that looks after the family home which makes child marriage a barrier to education (Girls Not Brides, 2021b). Child marriages that lead to pregnancy are also a barrier to learning as girls are faced with a bigger responsibility than their education and are less likely to return to school. 
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs show relevant links to children living in Syria. Maslow suggests that before individuals can reach their full potential, they need to meet a number of needs. He presents his theory in a 5-tier model and believes that children must meet the bottom need before they can progress up the tier (McLeod, 2020, pg. 1). The 5 needs in the tier are “physiological, safety, belonginess and love, esteem and self-actualization” (McLeod, 2020, pg. 1). Physiological needs are at the bottom of the tier which refers to water, food, shelter, and sleep (McLeod, 2020, pg. 1). BBC News (2020) states that Syria is at risk of mass starvation due to the price of food soaring, which would suggest that many children do not have access to the appropriate amount of food. Many houses in Syria have also been damaged due to the ongoing war which indicates that children may not have access to shelter and a good night sleep. As a result of these statements, many children in Syria are not meeting the physiological need of Maslow’s theory, which can make it difficult for them to concentrate in school and progress academically. The next need is based on the children feeling safe and secure. As stated throughout this assignment, children in Syria are not safe due to the violence caused by the war and are at risk of sexual violence and child marriage. If a child does not feel safe within school, they can become easily distracted which again has a negative effect on their academic progress and is another barrier to learning. 
In conclusion, there are many barriers to education that children are faced with both in Syria and Wales. The barriers to education analysed throughout this assignment can have a life-long effect on children and young people as they are not receiving quality education that they require and are entitled to. To prevent these barriers to learning, there are global policies in place such as the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and Sustainable Development Goals. The UNCRC aims to provide solutions to the barriers to education through the articles they have created based on the rights of all children and young people. Although, for their solutions to be affective countries must value the rights of all children and young people, which as stated previously is not always the case in Syria. Unicef, which is based on the work of the UNCRC are also continuously supporting Syrian refugee children by providing them with an education whilst they are in refugee camps, which is a solution to barriers to education (https://www.unicef.org.uk/syria-children/, no date, pg. 1). The Sustainable Development Goals can also minimise the barriers to education that Syrian children are faced with if they are valued and followed correctly by the country. 
The first barrier to education that was analysed during this assignment is conflict and war. As stated previously, Syria is now in its 8th year of a civil war which has had a devasting effect of the people of Syria and its education system. Many schools have been purposely attacked and hit by air strikes to be used for military purposes, resulting in children being unable to attend school and not receiving an education. Education is not always top priority for some families within Syria, with a number of parents taking their child/children out of schools due to the fear of them being harmed or killed. This again is another barrier to education for Syrian children. The civil war has also caused an increased number of overcrowded schools and classrooms due to a lack of qualified teachers in Syria. This can have a negative impact on a child’s education as it often creates a stressful environment for all involved. Refugee children also face barriers to education as many of them do not have access to school whilst in refugee camps. Refugees that attend schools are often unable to understand or speak the language, which again affects the quality of education that they receive. Child marriage has proven to be an issue for children living within Syria and for Syrian refugees. Parents often force or allow girls to marry young with the belief that they are protecting them, which is not always the case. Children that are married are often removed from education to take care of their husbands and the family home. Overall, despite the work of other countries and global policies, there are still many barriers to learning in Syria which indicates that more needs to be done to protect Syrian children.
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