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This report will concentrate on France and its tourist destinations within the country. The research conducted is written by a travel expert from France and will include statistics, figures in the tourism industry. Also, it will include some information on destinations to visit. There will be information and stats on global/domestic impacts which affects the tourism in France. 

About France

France is a republic European state and is one of the world’s top economies. It is one of Europe’s oldest and largest countries with significant history. The French head of state is the President, currently Emmanuel Macron who was elected in 2017. The President governs through a Council of Ministers and a parliament made up of two chambers, the National Assembly (lower house) and the Senate (upper house). All this is under the current government system, the French Fifth Republic.

France have a total of 18 regions, 13 in Europe (Metropolitan France) and 5 overseas. In Metropolitan France, the population is 65.2million as of 2020 (Worldometers.info, 2020). The language mostly spoken in France is the French language officially but there are other languages spoken throughout native regions which are all French-related. 

As one of the oldest nations in Europe, France have remarkable heritage and culture, this heavily influences other parts of the world. France is also known for its cuisine in food and drinks, especially in their cheeses and wines. The currency used in France is the Euros, this is widely used across Europe. The weather in Metropolitan France varies on which regions are visited and also depends in which season the tourist travels. Not to forget the sports in France as the current FIFA World Cup Winners in football and host the Tour de France. There are beautiful beaches along the coasts of France where visitors can go adventure or even relax. There are also the snowy mountains in the French Alps visitors can go skiing/snowboarding or they can explore the peaceful and beautiful countryside. Even visit the cities of France and discover the national landmarks or even go shopping for big names in the fashion industry. 


Tourism in France

According to the World Tourism Organisation (UNTWO) reports 2018, France is the most visited country in the world with an approximate of 89million visitors (UNTWO.. This is also supported as the Capital of France, Paris is the 3rd most visited city in the world attracting more than 40miilion international visitors.  
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The country comes 3rd in tourism earnings falling behind both the USA and Spain, with an estimated of $67billion (€56.2billion) France’s highest record in revenue. 30% of revenue bought in are from international visitors and the other 70% are from domestic visitors. As France is one of Europe’s leading nations, most international visitors are from Europe which is approximately 70Million, compared to the 19million that come from outside Europe. The tourism industry is a key sector in the French Economy, it accounts nearly 8% GDP and creates nearly 2.8million jobs directly and indirectly to tourism. 



France’s attractiveness is based on the diversity of its offer in all areas: culture, tangible and intangible heritage, vitality of artistic creation, cultural and creative industries, language, art of living etc. The French government set the goal for 100million international visitors and gain €50Billion in revenue by 2020. (gouvernement.fr, 2020) To develop this strategic sector, it has made tourism a priority. In July 2017, the Prime Minister assembled 17 government members, elected officials and tourism professionals in the first interdepartmental tourism council to present the government’s road map for tourism to be headed by the Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs. An interministerial tourism council chaired by the Prime Minister, a tourism steering council, overseen by the Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, will consecutively gather every three months according to a set two-year schedule. This group is a stakeholder (Freeman, 2010) to many businesses within the tourism industry. Whatever actions and decisions made within the council will affect businesses positively/negatively/neutrally.   

[image: ]In October 2019, due to protests against the President and Brexit, the French Government have pushed back their goal of 100million international visitors to 2022. The protests lead to violence and caused visitor levels to drop. This also causes some transportation issues. Brexit happened and it caused a decline in the British Pound against the Euro, causing many UK travellers not to visit considering the UK are France’s biggest source of travellers. There are ongoing terrorist attacks in France but the French Government are doing what’s best to keep these attacks minimal and keeping the tourists safe. COVID-19 (Coronavirus) is a virus that hasn’t been fully understood, as it originated from China. France have around 2.7million visitors from China but it is expected to drop in total of visitor numbers between 30%-40% in 2020 due to the coronavirus spreading across Europe. As of March 2020, the airline company FlyBe cancelled all their flights due to coronavirus, this causing a decrease in visitors.       



 
There are two types of tourists according to Plog’s Psychographic model. Allocentric are the types of people who like to be adventurous and outgoing, one that would willingly try something new and different experiences. The allocentric tourist will enjoy France as there are many different experiences here to discover. The other type is Psychocentric, which are tourists that like to repeat their experiences as they are comfortable with that. The psychocentric tourist would also enjoy France as the experiences are wonderful and sometimes the tourist will just want to do it all over again (Plog, 1974). There are also the Midcentric types who enjoy a bit of both. There are more allocentric tourists as there so many different things the tourist can do and will want give a new experiences a go. 

Every tourist that visit France will understand the different needs and wants they desire. In Maslow’s Hierarchy, there are five needs which every human will go through.

Physiological Needs – this is a foundation level where the tourist will need food, water, shelter, sleep, warmth etc. There are plenty of locations available in France.    
 
Safety Needs – the safety needs are there for the tourist’s security and protection. The tourist would be protected by security and authorities are there to ensure tourists are safe.  
 
Social Needs – This level of needs includes the tourists relationships built with other tourists or even local businesses. There are plenty of tourists and the locals are always willing to help.   
 
Esteem needs – the esteem needs are for tourists to be given that motivation to go on holiday. France’s many attractions will want the tourist seek knowledge and learn new things.     
 
Self-Actualization needs – this is top of the hierarchy, where the tourist has reached their expectation and perhaps may have passed it. France has many top experiences, that the tourist will reach that happiness. A desire “to become everything one is capable of becoming” (Maslow, 1987, p64)   


Transport
There are modern, efficient and affordable transportation services across France. The public transport system in and around Paris is probably the best of any city in Europe in terms of geographical spread, speed, upkeep and tariffs. The capital is criss-crossed with publicly-run services by bus, underground, rail and trams, which are all grouped under one authority, called the RATP.

Every French town and city has a public transport service, and regional coach companies operate bus lines in rural areas. Lille, Lyon, Marseille, Rennes and Toulouse all have metro services. Tickets or passes from the local transport service will cover all travel in your town, city or rural region. (Expatica.com, 2020)




     


Destinations in France
France has many destinations in it to visit. The country has something for everyone, whether the tourist would like a sunny or snowy holiday or adventure or relaxing holiday, the tourism experiences are endless in France. Below are some amazing places to visit, the different cultures within France, the significant heritage, excellent food and beverage. 

Paris
The capital of France, Paris is the 3rd most visited city in the World. Known throughout the world as the ‘City of Light’ Paris is celebrated for its beautiful city plan, its architecture, museums, bridges, cathedrals, parks, shopping, flea markets, sidewalk cafés, wide and luxurious boulevards, elegant cuisine, and numerous monuments. The attractions are endless in Paris. If the tourist loves heritage and history then here are some places to visit:

[image: ]Musée d'Orsay (Tripadvisor.co.uk, 2020): This beautiful museum, once a railroad station, now houses a staggering collection of Impressionist art, as well as other items created between 1848 and 1914. Prices start from €14 and is opened between 9:30am-6:00pm Tuesday to Sunday. Closed on Mondays 


Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris (Tripadvisor.co.uk, 2020): This famous cathedral, a masterpiece of Gothic architecture on which construction began in the 12th century, stands on the Île de la Cité and is the symbolic heart of the city. Due to tragic fire that happened here in April 2019, the sight is closed off to tourists.   


[image: ]Eiffel Tower (Tripadvisor.co.uk, 2020): The most visited paid monument in the world, the Eiffel Tower is one of the most iconic and instantly recognisable buildings across the globe. The wrought-iron lattice tower is 324 metres tall, making it the tallest structure in all of Paris. The rich architecture and awe-inspiring design of the tower are reasons enough to visit the renowned landmark but the Eiffel Tower is more than just a steel structure. Over the years, the Eiffel Tower has come to represent the spirit of Paris; vibrant, beautiful and full of verve. Prices start from €34 and the is open from 9:00am-11:45pm




[image: ]Siene River Cruises (Tripadvisor.co.uk, 2020): From the Louvre Museum to Notre-Dame Cathedral, sailing past the Eiffel Tower, discover the most beautiful monuments in Paris while cruising the Seine on one of Paris’ boat tour operators. The choice is wide-ranging. There are short cruises and long cruises. Enjoy a Seine dinner cruise, gaze upon the Eiffel Tower and the Louvre museum, as a package. Combine these attractions and cruise for an exclusive combo, climb to the second floor, admire the views, and then take a boat trip, enjoying dinner and a glass of wine. There are cruises even with live music onboard. To view the real Paris, a Seine cruise is a must.  Prices vary with different operators and times to sail are 10:30am-10:30pm.

Disneyland Paris (DisneylandParis.com)
Located on the outskirts of Paris is the well-known resort of Disneyland. Get to know this destination for all the family: it's much more than a Theme Park. The Disney magic comes to life at Disneyland Park, Walt Disney Studios Park, Disney Village and the eight magical themed hotels. Over 50 attractions offer magical experiences and exciting adventures for young and old alike. Meet the favourite Disney Characters, be amazed by colourful parades and breath-taking shows and enjoy the huge choice of more than 50 restaurants: the perfect choice for a [image: ]family break. Tourists can pay for different packages or even just a day ticket here at Disneyland. Opening times differ through the seasons and there are also special events going on. 

Conclusion:
In conclusion, France does have it all, when it comes to the Tourism industry, there are a few impacts that could only slow down tourism but the tourism industry isn’t going to decline anytime soon. It is renowned globally for tourism and its culture. 
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