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1000 words - Understanding the role of Constable/Maintaining Professional Standards
Critically evaluate the concept of ‘the professionalisation of the police service’ considering how ‘Maintaining Professional Standards’ ‘ethical and inclusive’ and ‘Coaching and Mentoring’ approaches contribute to this. 

In this essay, I will critically evaluate how professional standards are upheld within the police force, evaluate the legitimacy and ethics of policing, and the crucial role that coaching and mentoring of new constables play on the professionalisation of the police service. 

Police constables, whose work is considered a profession, and the general public who utilises their services anticipate that the idea of professionalism will dictate the performance and conduct of a police constable (researchomatic, 2014). In the criminal justice system and in the prevention and detection of crime, constables play a crucial front-line role. Constables collaborate daily with local communities and partners to lessen the fear of crime, to promote law and order and foster confidence to improve citizens quality of life (College of Policing, 2022). 

This profession has the legal authority to uphold law and order and is accountable for taking independent actions in accordance with the National Decision Model and Code of Ethics while exercising professional judgement (College of Policing, 2022). Constables are expected to uphold the law and achieve the best results in a variety of circumstances and incidents by conducting all actions in a legal, balanced, reasonable, and justifiable manner (College of Policing, 2022). Maintaining professional standards within the police involves upholding the fundamental principles of a constable, as mentioned above, and carrying them out.

If police are to operate efficiently, morally, and lawfully, they must have legitimacy (Tyler, 2003). According to research, procedural justice, treating people fairly and respectfully is linked to people's trust in the police and their perception of the legitimacy of the police. In turn, legitimacy is linked to a stronger readiness to collaborate with the police, help prevent and respond to crime, and adhere to the law more strictly (Reisig, 2007). From an empirical standpoint, it can be said that people's perceptions of the behaviour of the police and their own motivations or actions in relation to the police both contribute to the legitimacy of the police (Bradford et al, 2013). 

The public’s consent and trust are essential components of a police force which is underpinned by concept of professionalism. This trust is based not only on the police’s effectiveness and ability in combating various crimes and upholding order, but also on how the public feel the police treat them. However, the ideal model of a totally professional police service is subject to shifts in public opinion as we live in a society where police mistakes are widely reported in the press. An example of this is when police officer, Wayne Couzens kidnapped, raped, and murdered Sarah Everard. There is also the Stephen Port case, in which police mistakes led to the deaths of some victims, have all had a negative impact on public trust in the police in recent months (Rusi, 2022). The influence of the Black Lives Matter movement on a global scale has damaged public trust in law enforcement in numerous nations, including the UK. Public trust in the police has been declining over the previous two years, according to the 2020 Crime Survey of England and Wales, falling from 62% in 2017 to 55% in 2020 (Rusi, 2022). These widely reported mistakes has reduced public confidence in the police and increased hostility of the community to police, undermining the legitimacy of the profession.

In recent years, 20,000 new officers were recruited into the police force. The new constables need a thorough understanding of the values of inclusivity in our multi-cultural society and to be equipped with the skills to help them to exercise good professional judgements.  Efforts are being made to professionalise the police and build a body of knowledge to support the idea of policing as a profession, which is posing problems in England and Wales. Institutions like the College of Policing are working to instil the idea of evidence-based practise, which is based on high-quality research, including academic and practitioner-based research and assessments, within the police force in support of these improvements (Thomas et al, 2014). The College of Policing is the policing profession's governing body and a key element of the modern police environment. The College of Policing aims for the public to be confident that “police officers adhere to a national code of professional policing practice and receive professional development throughout their careers” (College of Policing, 2015b). 

[image: ]In 2014, the College of Policing introduced the National Decision Model. The Code of Ethics is central to the National Decision Model. The Code of Ethics should be understood by every police officer as the foundation of professionalism.




Diagram of the National
Decision Model
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The benefit of using the Code of Ethics is that it fosters a culture of integrity within the organisation, educating law enforcement personnel about the ethical obligations associated with their jobs, and using peer pressure to advance moral values and fortify integrity among police forces (transparency, 2013). 

However, the mentoring that a new constable has when they first go out onto the streets is as crucial as the initial training as they are learning to incorporate the theory from the classroom into live incidents. One of the shortcomings of the mentoring system well illustrated by Dr Hayes is that when student officers were previously out in the field with their mentors, they were urged to forget what they had been taught in the police training setting and to concentrate on doing actual policing (Hayes, 2002). The implication is that the new recruits were being advised to leave the learning in the classroom in the classroom. This point applies equally to student officers today as should the mentor not adhere to the code of ethics and not utilise the National Decision Model for example, then the student will learn bad habits and make unethical and unlawful decisions. 

In conclusion the professionalisation of the police is a concept which is similar to a gold standard. The more it is adhered to by every single officer, the better the public will think of the police. Officers who maintain professional standards and who behave in an ethical and inclusive way in their dealings with the public in the performance of their policing duties are demonstrating the model of policing professionalisation. As previously outlined, officers who do not behave in this way bring the police service into disrepute. Good training and mentoring help officers to achieve this level of professionalism. Mentoring therefore is quite an art and when inclusive and ethical behaviour is modelled for the student by the mentor the exemplary behaviour of the student in the community will enhance their interactions with the community and police legitimacy. This will have a positive impact on the professionalisation of the police.  
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1000 words - Community/Response Policing/Policing roads/Conducting Investigations /Digital Policing
Critically evaluate the role of the police in one of the following areas:
Community policing (strategies and incentives)

In this essay, I will look to critically evaluate community policing and the strategies and incentives that are being put in place to help combat community issues affecting citizens today. I will draw my attention of community policing at the neighbourhood level. This will draw more focus on local community problems, for example, Anti-social behaviour, alcohol, and drug crime. I will also be looking at the OSARA and Problem Analysis Triangle and talking about how neighbourhood policing can utilise these models to implement strategies quickly to tackle Anti-social behaviour (ASB), alcohol and drug crime. 

Neighbourhood policing aims to improve communication between the police and nearby communities. The focus of neighbourhood policing is on a localised police strategy that is open to the public and sensitive to the needs and objectives of neighbourhoods. Its key elements can be summarised as, “the presence of visible, accessible, and locally known figures in neighbourhoods, in particular police constables and police community support officers (PCSOs); community engagement in both identifying priorities and taking action to tackle them; and the application of targeted policing and problem solving to tackle public concerns in neighbourhoods” (Turley et al, 2012). 

“The National Police Chiefs’ Council have stressed the importance of the relationship between communities and the police, referring to it as the bedrock of British Policing” (NPCC, 2016). The public priorities of lowering crime and the fear of crime have long been the focus of neighbourhood policing, which also aims to increase public confidence in the police by upholding police legitimacy (Bryant and Bryant, 2020).

Most of the literature on community policing concentrates on the strategic and tactical aspects, highlighting the importance of creating and putting into practise plans that concentrate on good public relations, problem-solving, maintaining a beat, and community relationships (Somerville et al, 2009). Skogan and Steiner (2004), Tuffin et al (2006), and Connell et al (2008) all underlined the importance of focused foot patrol, community involvement, partnership working, and problem-solving techniques to solving community goals as the most effective components of neighbourhood police.

Anti-social behaviour has seen a huge increase around the UK in the last couple of years, particularly in Wales and England. In the year ending June 2021, the police reported 1.8 million instances of anti-social behaviour across Wales and England (Ons.gov, 2021). Within the first few months of lockdown being announced, South Wales Police saw an increase of 247% in anti-social behaviour calls. Anti-social cases in Wales increased from 5,500 in March 2020 to over 16,000 cases in April 2020 (Walesonline, 2021). 

Over the past 20 years, a variety of policing concepts and strategies have been used to create, support, and carry out local policing in the UK. To accomplish the goals of policing through addressing problems in the communities, Herman Goldstein created the idea of problem orientated policing (Tilley, 2008). To help address and tackle problems in the communities, neighbourhood officers can utilise models such as the OSARA and Problem analysis triangle model to assist in identifying solutions, understanding the underlying causes of issues, and evaluating the effectiveness of responses. 

The Problem Analysis Triangle (PAT) gives an officer a foundation to start analysing a problem (Bryant and Bryant, 2020). PAT is based on the idea that a problem may only arise when an offender and victim or target are present in the same location at the same time and without the presence of a capable guardian. The issue might not arise if one triangle piece is removed (Scambs, 2022).
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The OSARA model advances the procedure by including assessment and review. It entails ongoing decision-reviewing with the goal of enhancing practise and addressing the underlying causes of neighbourhood issues (Weisburd et al, 2010). Bullock and Tilley (2003) states that these approaches offer a framework within which to address issues and make decisions, even though it may appear somewhat mechanical.
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(Scambs,2022)








A neighbourhood policing force that utilised these approaches effectively was the Scottish Policing force based in the deprived area of Hawkhill which had issues with alcohol and drug misuse and anti-social behaviour. These issues had a negative impact on the community. The Inspector and neighbourhood policing team made the decision to deal with these issues by using an open policing strategy (Jack et al, 2021). 

All communications were routed through an Inspector who was the single point of contact for the Hawkhill Community in a hands-off strategy. Although he regularly communicated with the neighbourhood policing teams, he left them to handle their own work. The Inspector communicated with the locals and several community agents, some of whom were locals who wanted their ideas and concerns heard regarding anti-social behaviour, drug, and alcohol issues (Jack et al, 2021). 

The neighbourhood police and inspector were able to designate the involved community of Hawkhill as the Manager, Handler, and Guardian, with the police acting as the overall super controller, by utilising the OSARA and PAT model. The outcomes showed increased social connectedness and raised self-esteem in both the individuals and the community. Individual and collective confidence levels increased because of the community realising that they accomplished it on their own. Calls made to Hawkhill police between 2012 and 2013 reduced from 132 to 33 involving anti-social behaviour (Jack et al, 2021). By utilising the above models, it also assisted in reducing the need on neighbourhood teams.

Social media is another strategy that neighbourhood officers can use to engage efficiently with the community and to increase public participation with the police force. Neighbourhood officer Ed Rogerson views social media as “a bright coloured jacket” that increases officers’ visibility and informs the public that police are there in the area to combat crime and anti-social behaviour (Webster, 2013). Different social media platforms are increasingly important for gathering, using, and sharing information for neighbourhood officers. They also offer a quick and easy means to interact with the public in a more direct and immediate manner (Bryant and Bryant, 2020). Whilst social media is an excellent way to efficiently disseminate information from police agencies due to the rising user base, processing difficulties can occur due to the volume of data to be read and the police may miss important information which could prevent crime. 

A study conducted by O’Connor and Zaidi (2020) found that the reason why police forces utilise social media is because they wish to project a professional image of themselves as being effective and approachable to the public (O’Connor and Zaidi, 2000). In fact, social media is used by nearly 95% of police agencies in some capacity (Taylor, 2021). About 75% of these departments have successfully used social media to combat crime and have complete confidence in doing so in the future (Hartle et al, 2014). The success of these initiatives contributes to a strengthening of ties between the community and the police.

To conclude, I have outlined models and strategies including problem orientated policing and social media which can be used effectively to improve community policing and relations. Nevertheless, it is important to remember to take great care in the use of social media and not to regard it as a “cure all”. In my experience, the most effective way to police communities is to have officers on the ground.
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1000 words - Information and Intelligence/Communication Skills
Critically evaluate the methods used by police in gathering information and intelligence, how information contributes to the ‘tasking and coordinating’ process and how information and intelligence is communicated. 

In this essay, I will look to critically evaluate the methods used by police in gathering intelligence and information. I will look at how information contributes to the “tasking and coordinating” process through the National Intelligence Model and look at how information and intelligence is communicated to help combat crime.

“Intelligence is making use of information from a variety of sources to support local and national crime investigations” (Collegeofpolicing, 2022). The intelligence gathered directs the strategic and operational goals and priorities of the police force so that crime and other security concerns can be effectively suppressed (stalawfirm, 2020). To improve crime management and law enforcement, police increasingly employ information to generate organised intelligence (Brown et al, 2004).  

Innes and Sheptycki (2004, p6) explains the difference between information and intelligence as, “Information consists of bits of data that, when combined and viewed together with relevant background knowledge, may be used to produce intelligence, which informs the actions and decisions of policing organisations”.  

The police gather information that is necessary for policing activities. The legal justification for the collecting, recording, evaluation, sharing, and keeping of information is for policing purposes. Information is collected in one of three ways; routine collection, tasked information, and volunteered information (College of Policing, 2022). 

Routine collection is information that is gathered as a regular element of operational policing. A significant portion of information is only pertinent for the particular policing reason for which it was gathered, but some of it may turn out to be pertinent for another policing purpose entirely (College of Policing, 2022). All police operations, including arrests, stop and searches, and reacting to incidents, help to provide information. Stop searches are widely used by different forces throughout the UK. Between April 2020 and March 2021, there were 697,405 stop searches in England and Wales (Gov.uk, 2022). Stop searches are a method used by officers to gather information and intelligence as a report conducted by Ronnie Flanagan and William McPherson found that by officers digitally documenting stop searches, it significantly improved the methods used for acquiring intelligence and information and how the intelligence was communicated (Reid, 2009). 

Volunteered information is normally collected from the public, local connections, and partners. Any information received that was not collected through tasked or routine collection is referred to as such. Another method used by police to gather information and intelligence is through interacting with the community. Colin Rogers (2008) found that by building a relationship with the community, officers were able to gather relevant information from residents in the community which aided direct resources toward solving identified issues. Through gathering information from the community, officers were able to create intelligence and develop strategies to identify the youths who were regularly gathering at specific times and engaging in antisocial behaviour (Rogers, 2008). 

Tasked information is information that has been prioritised for collection, such as information about issues and subjects. Tasked information can be accessed from many sources such as covert human intelligence sources or CCTV systems. Another method used by police to gather information and intelligence is through CCTV systems. There are believed to be around 4.2 million CCTV cameras scattered around the UK (Wilks, 2009). Dover Council discovered that car crime decreased by a startling 87% and burglaries in the areas monitored by cameras were cut in half (Wilks, 2009). This was partly due to CCTV allowing officers to put CCTV in “hot spot” areas where burglary and car crime was trending and build information and intelligence from where these crimes were most happening and find patterns in crimes being committed. 

With all the information that is gathered through the three sources above, intelligence collection plans are then used to help close gaps in knowledge and information. They emphasise the need for intelligence and offer a framework for the collection of information (College of Policing, 2022). 

Once intelligence has been gathered, the National Intelligence Model (NIM) uses this information to determine key priorities for policing. The NIM is a corporate framework that gives a police investigation structure so that information may be processed and converted into useful intelligence (Keningale, 2020). Three business levels have been targeted by the model: level 1 – local crime, level 2 - cross-border crime, and level 3 - serious and organised crime (Keningale, 2020). 

The key part of the NIM process is the “Tasking and Coordinating” Process. The purpose of the tasking and coordinating process is to achieve maximum impact. To accomplish this, law enforcement administrators need to have a clear understanding of the true nature of the issues they are dealing with. As well as intelligence operational tactics to be deployed, a framework for decision-making that establishes priorities, determines the resources needed, and can order action. That mechanism is the tasking and coordination process, and the meeting is where the information is sifted through (netpol, 2000).

Level 1 of the NIM process looks at local crime and disorder. The tactical tasking & coordination group meetings meet every two weeks. Senior supervisory officers and local support staff make up the group, which applies the planned reaction to the control strategy and reviews progress and modifies plans as necessary. They can request assistance from other agencies for tactical decisions (Bryant & Bryant, 2021). There have been some limitations to the use of the NIM process. Police forces are using the NIM at different stages of development, therefore it is read differently depending on the location and the investigators' style, which runs counter to the model's emphasis on consistency (Gill et al, 2013). 

Strong community interventions for young offenders and the critical role of multiagency cooperation in Young Youth Offending Teams have received significant attention from the governments in England and Wales. Level 1 of NIM is used to share information between multi-disciplinary teams to keep persistent juvenile criminals under control. The police play an increasingly significant role (Waters, 2009). Police involvement centres on the provision and sharing of intelligence and the monitoring of young offenders. Ian Waters (2009) found that from his study that the evidence demonstrates that such involvement centres primarily on the idea and application of intelligence-led policing and the sharing of information between multi-agency teams and the police. 

To conclude, it is clear that intelligence and information are essential to the proactive and successful management of preventing crime, and that interacting with the public facilitates the collection of additional information for policing objectives.
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[bookmark: _Hlk113113901]1000 words - Public Protection
Critically evaluate police strategies for dealing with public protection incidents considering the impact of abuse on victims, the impact personal attitudes and values on the investigative process and the association between Serious and Organised Crime groups and public protection issues. 

In this essay, I will look to evaluate policing strategies that are used to deal with public protection incidents and victims of crime and how protection measures are used to support these victims. My focus throughout this essay will be looking at supporting victims of domestic violence (DV) and the impact that these incidents have on DV victims. I will also look at the effect of Serious and Organised Crime Groups and how this impacts public protection. 

The term “Public Protection” in the police environment has a broad meaning. Public Protection often refers to the management of sexual and violent offenders; however, the term also applies to protecting victims through investigating incidents involving violence, vulnerable adult abuse, sexual offences, child abuse, domestic abuse, missing persons and hate crime (Bryant and Bryant, 2020). 
A victim is defined as, “a person who has suffered harm, including physical, mental, or emotional harm or economic loss which was directly caused by a criminal offence; or a close relative (or a nominated family spokesperson) of a person whose death was directly caused by a criminal offence” (College of Policing, 2021). 
In England and Wales in 2015–2016, it is estimated that 1 in every 7 people in the UK were victims of at least one crime. This represents around 15% of the adult population annually (OfficeforNationalStatistics, 2016). 
Victimization has a negative impact on the physical and mental or emotional health of the victim and on their financial status and educational opportunities. There is evidence that DA victims suffer worse mental health than non-victims (Dillon et al, 2013). Research has shown that the most common mental health effects of intimate partner abuse are depression and PTSD (Campbell, 2022). Being a DA victim has also been linked to higher risk of suicidal feelings (Devries et al, 2013), anxiety (Trevillion et al, 2012) and suicidal attempts (Chen et al, 2010).
Victims of DA are often left with a physical injury. In 52% of violent DA incidents, victims suffered physical harm, according to a recent ONS research (WorldHealthOrganization, 2014). Scratches (40%) and moderate bruises or black eyes (27%) were the most frequent types of injuries (WorldHealthOrganization, 2014). More serious injuries such as concussions (4%), broken noses (4%) or loss of consciousness (2%) reported for a lower proportion of injuries (WorldHealthOrganization, 2014). 
Even after the abuse has stopped, survivors may experience long-lasting detrimental health effects. The long-lasting detrimental health effects from the abuse that DA victims receive can cause harm, fear, and stress, which can lead to substance misuse, heart issues, and chronic health problems (Black, 2011). 
Financial or economic abuse is another type of domestic violence that has a significant impact on the victim's financial situation. The abuser may purposefully restrict the victim's access to bank accounts and credit cards, withhold money or assets from them, or both (Conlon, 2013). After leaving a violent partner, financial abuse can still have a negative direct and indirect impact on the victim's financial circumstances. 

A policing strategy that was introduced in Wales and England in 2015 to deal with public protection incidents, victims of domestic abuse and victims of all crimes was the development of the Code of Practice for Victims in Crime 2015. The Victims' Code emphasises victims' rights and outlines the minimal level of care that organisations must offer to those who have been the victims of crime (GOV, 2021). The National Vulnerability Plan (NVAP), which was created by the National Police Chiefs Council and the College of Policing, was intended to support police forces and officers by recognising vulnerability's cross-cutting themes and provide a plan to help protect vulnerable people. Utilizing this framework will provide direction on how to offer the best support to that victim and assist in providing constructive advice while responding to an incident, interacting with a vulnerable person, or addressing recurring victimisation (Npcc,police, 2020).

The most frequent needs of victims of crime were determined to be the need for emotional support and a single point of contact. (Pascoe, 2006). Other requests were for information from the police, updates on the case's status, and advice to assist prevent re-victimization (Brickman et al, 2022). Safety or protection, as well as the need to be heard during criminal processes, are other frequently mentioned requirements from victims (Wemmers, 2004). Numerous studies have emphasised the need of informing victims at all levels of the criminal justice system and the development of their case (VictimSupport, 2011). Lack of information, both before and after the trial, worsens the suffering of the victims (Newburn et al, 1990).

Another policing strategy to help tackle public protection incidents is through the police force working in partnership with different agencies. South Wales Police work with a lot of partner agencies such as MARAC, Live Fear Free and Welsh Women’s Aid. For victims of domestic abuse, recent research showed that these victims needed continued care after the initial post-victimization stage (Bryce et al, 2016). Caliskan (2021) highlighted the advantages of multi-agency operational cooperation, especially when using a whole family approach to aiding victims and survivors. It was possible to successfully meet the requirements of victims and survivors thanks to a combination of professional expertise and experience. Effective multi-agency working, according to all local authorities, is a fundamental component of any successful strategy for combating domestic abuse and providing support for victims and survivors (Caliskan, 2021). An example of this is that with MARAC’s assistance, 60% of victims indicated that there had been no additional abuse, 69% said their quality of life had generally improved, and 71% said they felt safer (SafeLives.Org, 2017).

Although serious and organised crime (SOC) is frequently considered in a regional or national context, local communities are the ones who are most affected by it. It has negative effects on people, families, and neighbourhood businesses. Organized crime groups exploit defenceless individuals or victims and their communities for their own financial benefit (Blackburn, 2015).

The Home Office created a report on their serious and organised crime (SOC) strategy. The report explains the effect SOC has on communities. The report states that there is an upsurge in both the availability and consumption of crack cocaine. There is proof that the sale of crack cocaine is strongly associated with significant acts of violence, and there is a link between the recent rises in homicide and knife and gun crime. According to research, 45% of all theft offences in England and Wales are allegedly committed by heroin and crack cocaine users (Gov, 2018). The research also discussed how county lines exploit young people who are prone to the drug trade.

To conclude, the National Vulnerability Plan and the code of Practice for Victims provide a strong framework to help support victims of crimes. The support that is offered to DV victims through the multi-agency framework appears to be largely effective and is backed by research. In respect of the SOC strategy, Thompson (2019) highlights a shortcoming. It does not consider why young vulnerable offenders join gangs in the first place. The reasons why juvenile offenders join gangs and their vulnerabilities before becoming associated with SOC need to be explored extensively (Thompson, 2019). If partner agencies can work together and understand why juvenile offenders join and associate with SOC, officers and agencies can work to prevent the rise in SOC. 
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1000 words - Evidence based policing/criminology and crime prevention/criminal Justice
Critically analyse the concept of evidence-based policing and ‘what works’ in policing evaluating crime prevention theories and strategies and considering the options open to reduce re offending. 


In this essay, I will look at the concept of evidence-based policing (EBP) and look at what works in policing. To this end, I will critically analyse crime prevention theories and strategies and look at the options available to help reduce re-offending.

“Alongside other areas of public policy and practice, there have been calls for research ‘evidence’ to be
drawn in policing” (Flanagan, 2008). Policing's specialty is the careful gathering, examination, and presentation of evidence. To determine whether an offence has been committed, to speculate as to who may have committed it, and to attempt to establish a case in court beyond a reasonable doubt, for instance, evidence is used (Bullock et al, 2009). However, this is not what is being referred to in evidence-based policing (EBP). 

“Evidence based policing refers to the application of measures on the basis of robust evidence of their effectiveness in dealing with real problems” (Bullocks et al, 2009, pp 381). 


Sherman (1998, pp.3) states that “evidence-based policing uses research to guide practice and evaluate practitioners, it uses the best evidence to shape the best practice”. As efforts to provide evidence-based policing have progressed, several advancements in policing have appeared. According to Sherman (1998), problem-oriented policing is the main source of evidence-based policing, and evaluation of problem-solving answers is a crucial step in the process.


The most well-known model for problem-orientated policing (POP) and partnership is the SARA model. The SARA model elements are Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment. The SARA model effectively illustrates the underlying reasoning and emphasizes the crucial part that EBP and usage are expected to play in POP. SARA has come under fire for being too simplistic about very difficult and intricate processes that don't always proceed in a straight line from one stage to the next (Davies et al, 2000). Scanning puts together the evidence used to identify persistent, particular issues of public concern. Analysis entails focusing solutions on those factors most likely to bring about long-term change and also entails efforts to identify necessary conditions for the problem to persist (Davies et al, 2000). It also entails critically examining prior solutions to the issue to determine what has not worked and why. 

Response refers to rigorous research efforts to find previous highly developed, effective solutions to issues of a comparable nature and relying on that evidence. Thus, assessments are the stage of the model that adds to the body of data, while scanning and analysis may also do so as problems become better characterized and their causes are recognised.

A study conducted by Forrester et al (1990) looked at trying to reduce the high level of residential burglary in a housing estate in Rochdale, England. Data from police crime reports, security surveys, victim, and neighbour questionnaires, were used in a computerised monitoring and evaluation system that was put into place. The local housing authority, gas and electric utilities, and local victim support organisation all worked together to achieve these goals. Using the SARA model, through the first stage of scanning, Kirkholt estate revealed that repeat events accounted for a large percentage of the overall quantity of burglaries. 

Analysis showed that prepayment meters were particularly tempting targets, that the offences tended to happen fast, and that the properties targeted tended to be insecure (Forrester et al (1990). Quick security enhancements, the removal of prepayment meters, and the establishment of local neighbourhood watch schemes in those areas are just a few of the specific responses to the studies. Assessment was centred on the precise anticipated changes considering the particular issue and the solutions implemented to address it. In Kirkholt, this meant looking at the total change in the burglary rate as well as the specific contribution of repeat events to the figures. Results indicated a significant decrease in residential burglaries, with no indication that these crimes have moved to other neighbourhoods or other types of crime.

A strategy used by the police to help resolve crime and try to tackle re-offending is called Restorative Justice (RJ). RJ has been defined as, “a process through which parties with a stake in a specific offence collectively resolve how to deal with the aftermath of the offence and its implications for the future” (CPS, 2017). RJ's objectives to lessen the victim's dread and make sure they feel "paid back" for the wrongs they have suffered. The next objective is engagement with the perpetrator. To make sure they understand the repercussions of their acts, have the chance to atone, and come to an agreement on a strategy for their restoration into the community. In a study conducted by Heather Strang and Lawrence Sherman (2007), the report found that RJ reduced the frequency of reconviction by an average of 27% (restorativejusticeinternational, 2013). The study consisted of over 800 cases and provides evidential support that when police use RJ, it is a very effective strategy in reducing re-offending and in helping the victim to recover from the harm caused to them. Campbell (2013) found that 85% of victims who took part in RJ were satisfied with the process and it both reduced reoffending and improved the victim’s satisfaction (restorativejustice, (2016). However, a short coming of this strategy is that it is limited to low-level offences such as minor damage or theft and another limitation of the RJ process is it can only be utilised with the offender once. If they conduct another low-level offence, they will no longer have access to that option.

Another strategy that is used to help stop re-offending is the Resettlement Pathfinder. “The resettlement Pathfinder’s main aim is to reduce re-offending by short-term prisoners” (Lewis et al, 2007, pp.1). This was to be accomplished by promoting a smooth transition from custody back into the community, such as by helping them with day-to-day issues, directing them to specialized organizations, or assisting them in addressing motivational or cognitive deficits. Such support was to begin upon entering prison and last voluntarily for up to three months following release (Lewis et al, 2007). The findings suggest that these interventions can greatly lessen the issues this typically ignored group faces while also improving their views toward crime. Additionally, there was significant evidence showing a decline in reoffending, particularly among those who stayed in touch with their mentors after being released. The Resettlement pathfinder has shown to be a promising strategy to help stop re-offending in prisoners, however, the offender needs to receive a lot of support, and the program must be followed consistently. The likelihood of reoffending rises if one side falters. This will only then likely mean the offender re-offending and negatively impacting the community. 

To conclude, I have outlined the advantages and disadvantages of a number of evidence-based strategies that can be utilised by the police to help reduce re-offending. In my opinion, based on the promising results of the study carried out by Heather Strang and Lawrence Sherman (2007), which achieved a reduction of 27% in re-offending, it makes sense to channel more resources into RJ so that more young people are diverted away from the criminal justice system at an early age. 
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