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Hi Everyone , My name is Anne  student number 2308356 and I would like to induce you to how we implement incidental Welsh within an early years setting. 
This module ECEY 4004 looks at the impact of bilingualism and multilingualism in the Early years environment and the importance of the use of Welsh within Wales and our communities. 
Nation.cymru identifies the Welsh language as one of Britain’s oldest languages and was first thought to be founded between the fifth and eight centuries,  originating  from the Celtic language spoken by ancient Britons . Historic.uk identifies Welsh as a Brythonic language being   used  before the Roman occupation around 600BC. 
According to the welshnot.com ,this hasn’t always been the case with children in Wales . The  Welsh language was seen as a form of sickness that was affecting language development in children, with a report by the blue books (1847) concluded the use of Welsh language was linked to stupidity and unruly behaviour. 
The 1536 Act of Union prohibited the use of Welsh and  if children were found using the Welsh language, they  would be shamed into wearing a wooden board with WN around their necks until another child was found to using  Welsh BBC.co.uk. The equal social position between the Welsh and English languages didn’t restore until the 1993, when The  Welsh Language Act 1993 was introduced. 
UNCRC articles 30 states every child has the right to learn language  and customs  and it is important as Early Years practitioners we facilitate and respect children’s culture and beliefs with our environments unicef.org. 
Sexton 2017  identifies  a person who can use two languages as bilingualism and more than three as multilingualism. Small Talk 2024 (Early Years Wales) suggests when people speak more than one language supports our brains being kept healthy and sharp, with studies showing Improvement in our cognitive abilities , especially with creative thinking , and multi-tasking, due to switching from one language to another. Immersing into different cultures and experiences supports open mindedness and adaptability ,shaping pathways to understand different perspectives of social environments, thus building resilience and persistence. 
Guildford 1967 divergent thinking research along with Wendy Thomas founder of building blocks highlight increased conceptual thinking along with enhanced cognitive flexibility in early childhood allows for brain development to absorb and elaborate ideas and practice. 
Talk with me campaign by the Welsh government  recognise being bilingual as an asset , identifying that children are connected to their culture, able to socialise and communicate with their families and older generations. 
Researchers such as Bright and Flippi acknowledge that when using more than one language the front processors of the brain are used which not use by only one language, hence the term the more you use the better you become. 
Research conducted by McCarthy 2014 suggests children  become bilingual for a variety of reasons and in social contexts. These can be recognised as either simultaneous development , two languages together from birth  ie parents from different heritage using mother tongue or sequential development ; when a child learns a new language after the first language is learnt ie attending schools in different countries.
Festman et al.2017 acknowledge many parents question  if introducing a second language sequentially that their children learning is at a disadvantage especially when the language is not used by the parents or family members. Concern has been shown that possible language delay in the early stages could result in confusion and think children should focus on one language to promote good academic development. This opinion is a result of early evidence  from Saer 1923 whom measured cognitive delay in both monolingual and bilingual children. 
 Chomsky theory  (Bates 2019) believed that children are born with an innate ability to learn language and that the environment in which we are in facilitates the contents of language  , the belief is  that we have a language acquisition device (LAD) to absorb any human language. The research suggests that we have critical and optimal learning age of learning to support fluency in language, indicating that cultural and intelligence play a part of the language principles.  
As part on the Welsh Government 2017 Welsh language strategy a target was   to increase the numbers of Welsh speakers to one million by 2050. The policy was created to ensure the Welsh language is treated equally to the English language. The government is supporting the expansion of Welsh-medium nursery provision and collaborating with Mudiad Meithrin to support the programme Set Up and Succeed. The target is to establish 150 early years groups by 2026. 
Non maintained nursery settings  are encourage to be proactive in working towards the Active Offer program , which ensures the Welsh language is visible , creating a change in culture to provide a service through the medium of Welsh, with the responsibility taken off the service user. 
The curriculum for funded non maintained nursery setting recognises the importance of belonging,  nurturing  a child’s sense of who they are and how they fit into their environment and wider community . The curriculum  highlights how the use of Welsh is no longer a separate target to achieve but must be implemented into our everyday routine. 
Hwb.gov.uk confirms  the Welsh commissioner was established by the Welsh language (Wales) measure 2011 , the role is to promote and facilitate the Welsh language in everyday lives.  Language Matters roadshow (April 2024) conducted by Efa Gruffudd Jones plans to use the events to boost and support organisations to plan , design and deliver services in Wales in the future. The judicial review of the Welsh language (Wales) Measure 2011 use two principles to ensure the Welsh language is not treated less favourably than the English Language and to ensure people living in Wales are able to do so through the medium of Welsh should they choose to do so. 
Theses principles are paramount within the early years section with parents having access to Mudiad Meithrins , fluent Welsh spoken or non - maintained setting having to incorporate incidental Welsh exposure within the curriculum. Hwb.gov.uk
Along with a variety of positive experiences, the snack time and songs  activity ,  that I have presented today is part of the everyday routine with the non-maintained setting to ensure children are enveloped within our Welsh culture. Lindon J (2012) recognises that a shared culture can be facilitated through a variety of everyday life , foods, , music, art along with language , whether it being incidental or fluent all support a children’s sense of identity . respecting and valuing faiths, cultures and tradition support positive mental wellbeing and the world around them. 
Using a familiar routine  frequently to support understanding and involvement for the children to engage in the basics of a new language , supports as a building block to the progression of development  as children transition  into state education National Day Nurseries Association (NDNA).
(Bates 2013 pg 50) Piaget J 1980 recognizes  familiar routines can be used to support the immersive method , placing emphasis on lots of facial expressions and gestures to encourage practitioners to be active and mentor the learning for the children. 
Thank you for listening to my presentation , I hope you have learnt some fun facts. 
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