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This essay will discuss and analyse the question, ‘To what extend are narratives of predestination a feature of western or other astrology?’ The essays question will be approached from western and Indian (Vedic) astrology by focusing on individual’s fate and free will, which will be looked at from theological, psychological, philosophical and historiographic perspectives. At first the word ‘predestination’ is going to reveal its meaning which will be discussed and analysed by 20th and 21st century American scholars, such as Peter Kreeft; where the idea of predestination’s connection to astrology was expanded by 20th and 21st century English scholar’s Bernadette Brady’s survey of What the Astrologers think. After this, astrology will be considered as a prognosis and tool where it will lead to man’s fate and soul’s evolution. It will be discussed by the English Astrologer Alan Leo (1860 – 1917), by the 20th and 21st century American astrologers Robert E. Svoboda, French astrologer Dane Rudhyar (1895-1985) and Bernadette Brady. Following, the man’s character, free will and fate will be discussed and analysed by the American astrologer and author multiple books James Herschel Holden (1926 – 2013) and the 20th and 21st century English psychological astrologer as well as author of multiple books Liz Greene. Afterwards, karma will be considered and analysed from Indian (Vedic) and Western astrology by Robert E. Svoboda, linking action and reaction to karma; and by Allan Leo, linking karma to soul and matter ideas; and by Liz Greene’s explanation of karma from a psychological perspective. Lastly, belief in astrology will be discussed and analysed from the western and non-western (Indian) angle. Where Robert E. Svoboda’s teacher Aghori Vimalananda’s thoughts will be brought out, such as peoples beliefs and location in relation to karma. Arguments, for instance ‘why people believe in astrology’, will be looked at scholar’s Jayant V. Narlikar’s paper Vedic Astrology or Jyotirvigyan: Neither Vedic nor Vigya, (2001) from Jstore. As well as arguments about the strength of belief from scholar’s Daryn Lehoux’s paper Tomorrow’s News Today: Astrology, Fate, and the Way Out (2006), from Jstore; and historian’s Richard Evans – importance of individuality in science, from his book - In defence of History (1997).

Predestination in astrology

The predestination is a theological concept that is seen also as the fate. Where the fate or predestination is questioned by many people: if it is the gods will and predestined or is it in every individuals hands – to make their own life choices; to have a free will. According to the Oxford dictionary ‘predestination’ means from Latin praedestinare ‘make firm beforehand’.[footnoteRef:1] Basically, it can be understood as a pre-destined – perhaps something that is written in the stars and cannot be erased. However professor of philosophy and author of numerous books Peter Kreeft, pointed out that the concept of predestination regarding to fate is wrongly interpreted, as god is all knowing and eternal, time as people know it, past, future and present, do not apply to god. What people see as their future, is already certainty to god; ‘There is not predestination but destination, not predestiny but destiny. This follows from divine omniscience and eternity’.[footnoteRef:2] From Kreeft’s theological point of view, predestination has only a present meaning as the future is unknown, not for the human beings and not even for god. Perhaps what Keeft meant was that there is no need to look in the future by any means necessary, as for instance astrology. Anyhow, as god is divinity of love from the theological point, Kreeft expands his thoughts by claiming that ‘… our free will follows from the divine love. To love someone is to make them free. To enslave them is always a defect of love’.[footnoteRef:3] Perhaps, Kreeft’s idea might not be the case if the fate and free will is investigated through astrology, as it is to a greater extend focused on theological concepts, but on the other hand it has some value, such as comprehension of predestination and its connection to the free will which is seen from the different angle – spiritual; a wider overview of what people might believe in. [1:  English Oxford Living Dictionaries, ‘predestination’ <https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/predestination>, [accessed July 8, 2018].]  [2:  Peter Kreeft, Ph.D, The God Who loves You: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, Ignatius Press, San Francisco, 2004, in Catholic Education Resource Centre, Religion & Philosophy, Apologetics, "Freewill and Predestination" <https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/religion-and-philosophy/apologetics/freewill-and-predestination.html>, [accessed July 5, 2018].]  [3:  Peter Kreeft, Ph.D, The God Who loves You: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling.] 

On the contrary, the psychological astrologer Liz Greene pointed out that that there is no proof of the god’s existence as nobody can prove it.[footnoteRef:4] For this reason indeterminism of the future from the god’s side can be arguable as well as it’s connection to astrology. According to scholars Bernadette Brady’s survey results of What the Astrologers think, of the year 2008, 7.8% or 9 of 115 astrologers that were surveyed considered the possibility, that the source of determinism or fate was a divine nature of the god’s work or plan.[footnoteRef:5] As a result spiritual belief or approach in astrology can be considered among astrologers.  [4:  Liz Greene, A psychological Approach to Transits and Progressions, in The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction, part 2, CPA Press, London, 2004 [1997], p. 135.]  [5:  Bernadette Brady, Some Philosophical roots of Determinism in Astrology, paper presented at Bath Spa University Graduate School seminar, 18 February 2008, p. 12.] 


Astrology as prognosis and tool; and soul’s evolution
Every astrologer gives people prognoses that might happen according their birth chart, but these prognoses should not be understood as the fact that will happen for sure. According to Oxford dictionary the word ‘prognosis’ comes from the Greek’s meaning pro- ‘before’ + gignōskein ‘know’.[footnoteRef:6] Therefore nowadays it can mean prognosing something before realization of the fact or from the Latin de facto. In this way people can take their destiny or fate in their own hands and decide what to do with the given information from an astrologer. Either they will use this information smartly: for their own good, success and spiritual growth or they will submit to everything that astrologer prognosed. There is an old saying ‘The wise man rules his stars; the fool obeys them’.[footnoteRef:7] Accordingly when people blindly follow the prognosis they put themselves at the risk that de facto or fate becomes unescapable. Alan Leo, the modern period English astrologer, in his work, The Progressed Horoscope, pointed out, that people who are weak willed, cannot resist the outside forces that affect them and react ‘blindly to the major portion of the planetary influences’, which can be called - fate.[footnoteRef:8] Hence, the weak soul or individual will eventually obey where astrological prognosis will become the man’s fate. However, the practitioner of Jyotish, Ayurveda, Tantras and Yoga as well as author of numerous books Robert E. Svoboda argued that it does not really matter which path the person takes if one does not know where to go and what to do because, if, for instance, a person tries to escape some kind of event there will be always two opportunities: either to do well or not; thus ‘…whether you succeed or fail will be influenced strongly by the choices that you make, which you will often have to make when you are moving blind’.[footnoteRef:9]  [6:  English Oxford Living Dictionaries, ‘prognosis’, < https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/prognosis>, [accessed July 9, 2018].]  [7:  Alan Leo, Esoteric Astrology, Inner Traditions / Bear & Co, 1978, p. 6.]  [8:  Alan Leo, The Progressed Horoscope, Cosimo, Inc., 2005, p. xii.]  [9:  Robert E. Svoboda, Analyzing Karma: Fate or Free Will?, Sadhya Publication, 2015, Kindle Book, Loc.126.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]But if they use astrology as a tool to guide them and choose their own decision for their own wellbeing and success, the life will be fulfilled with acquaintance based on the free will choices. Bernadette Brady pointed out French astrologer’s Dane Rudhyar’s consideration, of astrology purpose, such as to serve as a tool or map in order to help a I-centre, namely soul to find a way to the galactic level, namely divinity; where Rudhyar argued ‘The birth-chart is only the starting point of this process, which even physical death may not end if the individual has succeeded in raising his or her I-centre to the transindividual (or symbolically, the “galactic”) level’.[footnoteRef:10] According to Brady’s survey, most of the astrologers 20.0% or 23 of 115 considered, that the source of the fate is the souls need for evolution that can be identified in a person’s chart as a personal development.[footnoteRef:11] It is in a person’s own interest to explore and understand their birth chart’s essence on a deep level. Only then an individual will reach their full potential and gain benefits in a spiritual and intellectual dimension, where astrologers can use astrology as a tool or a map of stellar wisdom to guide themselves or others to the soul’s growth in existing lifetime. Plato in the Epinomis suggested, after this, a person having achieved true wisdom will be able to see the fairest things for the rest of their lives as an observer of movement of the heavenly bodies.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Dane Rudhyar, The Astrology of Transformation, in Bernadette Brady, Some Philosophical roots of Determinism in Astrology, paper presented at Bath Spa University Graduate School seminar, 18 February 2008, p. 7.]  [11:  Bernadette Brady, Some Philosophical roots of Determinism in Astrology, p. 12.
]  [12:  Plato, Epinomis, in Bernadette Brady, Some Philosophical roots of Determinism in Astrology, paper presented at Bath Spa University Graduate School seminar, 18 February 2008, p. 8.] 


Character and fate
Prognosis of events can be made by knowing man’s inner and outer features, such as character, living conditions and possibilities. Astrologer and author of several books James H. Holden wrote:
a man may have a free will at every point and may in fact exercise it, but it might still be possible to predict what he will do in any given set of circumstances. Then, if we had some means of assaying a man’s character and of predicting what his circumstances would be at any given moment, we would be justified in assuming that fate is what the man will choose to do – that is, it is the result of the man’s free will choices. Thus, in effect, fate and free will are but two sides of the same coin.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  James H. Holden, A History of Horoscopic Astrology: from the Babylonian period to the modern age, Tempe, Ariz.: American Federation of Astrologers, 2006, p. 287.] 

Thus, Holden saw that fate and free will are not too far away from each other as they are connected. The knowledge of man’s several instances of life and his or her personality treads can lead to the prognosis of the facts; and these facts or fate are led by the man’s free choices. Basically, people make their own life choices that direct them straight to fate. In the similar way the idea of man’s character connection to fate can be traced back to the Greek philosopher’s Heraclitus (c. 540BCE – 480BCE) well known saying: ‘Man’s character is his fate’.[footnoteRef:14] Moreover, Greene explained the connection between the character and fate in a more complex way, thus ‘The characters and plot are the archetypal patterns, the basic bones of the chart, which in psychological terms are called complexes. More circumspect astrologers like to use the word “potentials”, although in earlier times we simply called these patterns fate’.[footnoteRef:15] As a result, this feature makes to consider the importance of the individual’s character; and how much people life’s and the fate depends on themselves.  [14:  David Sider, Dirk Obbink, Doctrine and Doxography: Studies on Heraclitus and Pythagoras, Walter de Gruyter, 2013, p.298]  [15:  Liz Greene, A psychological Approach to Transits and Progressions, in The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction, p.149] 


Karma in Indian (Vedic) and western astrology
The fate in non-western astrology, such as Indian also called Jyotish or Vedic astrology, is related to the karma which contains the individual’s actions from the many life times, including the existing one, and will determine the man’s fate. As scientist Isaac Newton formally stated, ‘For every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction’.[footnoteRef:16] In a similar way Robert E. Svoboda, explained ‘Whenever you employ your ego to identify yourself as the doer of an action, that action becomes a karma for you, and you will have to experience whatever reaction that action initiates’.[footnoteRef:17] Therefore every individual’s experience is going through the actions that influences the reaction of becoming a karma. This karma can follow through the next lifetimes of existence or with other words through the soul’s reincarnation. Allan Leo believed that humans truly are their soul or spirit, which is eternal and free, and our bodies are “matter”, basically prisons holding them in the lower planes of existence.[footnoteRef:18] Therefore the free and immortal soul every lifetime incarnates into the next body by collecting all inner and outer experiences from previous life times that reflects on karma; where all of it mirrors in an individual’s horoscope. Leo argued, that anybody’s horoscope is the result of their motivations and thoughts in past lives, which are materialized and the soul now wears as clothes and call them “karma, fate or Destiny”.[footnoteRef:19]  However, Liz Greene interpreted karma in a different way as she referred to karma from psychological perspective. She argued that karma has a deeper and more complex meaning in the spiritual world, thus there may be a consistent aspect of ourselves, that continues through multiple lives, attracting experiences that fit our past choices; ‘This may be a factor above and beyond on lifetime’s efforts at consciousness’.[footnoteRef:20]  [16:  Live Science, History, Equal & Opposite Reactions: Newton's Third Law of Motion, <https://www.livescience.com/46561-newton-third-law.html>, [accessed July 12, 2018].]  [17:  Robert E. Svoboda, Analyzing Karma: Fate or Free Will?, Loc. 50.]  [18:  Alan Leo, The Progressed Horoscope, p. 11.]  [19:  Alan Leo, The Progressed Horoscope, p. xiv. ]  [20:  Liz Greene, A psychological Approach to Transits and Progressions, in The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction, p. 133.] 

Later in the same work Greene continued that the person might have something called ‘inheritance psychology’, such as coming from the family, and for this reason there might be complications to prognose the events as the inherited complexes and disharmony are out of control.[footnoteRef:21] For this reason there are many indicators which define the way of how astrological readings will be expressed; in spite of everything what supposed to be a case of prognosis for the future, perhaps it is not entirely prognosis of the fate.[footnoteRef:22] Therefore astrologers should freely work with the planetary movements in the birth-charts and allow the free choice to deal with prognosis, such as events; and provide the solution for every outcome; but those events that are truly determined, people need to try accept and learn from them.[footnoteRef:23]  [21:  Liz Greene, A psychological Approach to Transits and Progressions, in The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction, p. 133. ]  [22:  Liz Greene, A psychological Approach to Transits and Progressions, in The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction, p. 133. ]  [23:  Liz Greene, A psychological Approach to Transits and Progressions, in The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction, p. 133. ] 


Belief in Astrology – western versus non-wester
According to Robert E. Svoboda the east and the west countries accept fate differently: easterners believe more in fate than westerners; thus, Svoboda explained that his mentor Aghori Vimalananda called it the ‘“karmic gravity”: the astral force of the location in which a person lives and thinks, a force that influences or even guides the thoughts that arise’.[footnoteRef:24] Vimalananda acknowledged that people come to India because they had a huge amount of bad karma that needed to be reduced and at the same time have an awareness of the good actions, therefore he called India as a world’s “karmic deposit counter”; but the western side, such as the United States he referred to as a place of pleasure for a good karma where Vimalananda called it the world’s “karmic withdrawal counter”.[footnoteRef:25] This explanation can be reflected to western astrologers, such as Greene, who believe that an individual’s or soul’s fate is not entirely fixed because there are other factors in astrology that need to be taken into account, such as prognosis before fact and free will choices. However, there might be another explanation why people believe in astrology. Scholar Jayant V. Narlikar in the paper Economic and Political Weekly wrote an article Vedic Astrology or Jyotirvigyan: Neither Vedic nor Vigyan. Where Narlikar argued that the so called “Barnum effect” explains that our mind concentrates on some selective few items that fit to a astrological ‘prediction’, and pays no attention to ones that do not.[footnoteRef:26] From this argument Narlikar wanted to point out that in a despaired need people seek the help from an astrologer, where in this case people trust astrology and its interpreter; and in this weak moment they do it without involving logical thinking.[footnoteRef:27] Narlicar expanded his thoughts by explaining that in the western world belief in astrology is a fun activity, but nothing serious but in India it is a part of all aspects of life, both in private matters, education as well as business decisions.[footnoteRef:28] However, on a wider broad astrology should be taken more serious as the belief in astrology can be comparable with belief in something that is officially recognized as science, such as astronomy. Scholar Daryn Lehoux, pointed out that ‘…the strength of a belief in astrological predictions is correlatable with the strength of a belief in one’s physics, the sufficiency of the data set, or some combination of both’.[footnoteRef:29] Despite the differences between nations and people beliefs in astrology, people are multiplex beings on the planet earth where astrology perhaps is the key for many solutions or needs in human lives. Thus, as astrology involves human beings it should be taken granted in a formal way and approach from scientific lens. As in the similar way the study of history involves individual persons, ‘events and structures as well as groups and collectivities’.[footnoteRef:30] Therefore, historian Richard Evans argued, ‘The differences that exist between two human beings, even when they live in the same time and place, are vastly more complex than the differences between two atoms or two molecules. Human individuality is far greater than microbial individuality’.[footnoteRef:31]  [24:  Robert E. Svoboda, Analyzing Karma: Fate or Free Will?, Loc. 154.]  [25:  Robert E. Svoboda, Analyzing Karma: Fate or Free Will?, Loc. 154.]  [26:  Jayant V. Narlikar, Vedic Astrology or Jyotirvigyan: Neither Vedic nor Vigyan, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 36, No. 24 (Jun. 16-22, 2001), p. 2115.]  [27:  Jayant V. Narlikar, Vedic Astrology or Jyotirvigyan: Neither Vedic nor Vigyan, p. 2115.]  [28:  Jayant V. Narlikar, Vedic Astrology or Jyotirvigyan: Neither Vedic nor Vigyan, p. 2115. ]  [29:  Daryn Lehoux, Tomorrow’s News Today: Astrology, Fate, and the Way Out, Representations, Vol. 95, No. 1 (Summer 2006), p. 106.]  [30:  Richard Evans, In Defence of History, Granta Publications, London, 1997, p. 57.]  [31:  Richard Evans, pp. 57-58.] 

To conclude, fate to a great extent is a part of astrology in both - western and non-western, such as Indian. However, fate and free will cannot be explained by only one structure as it has many theoretical outcomes. For instance, from the theological perspective predestination (fate) is wrongly interpreted, as Kreeft pointed out many factors, which are against future predictions; because of his thoughts – there is only present and free will comes from love, which is a god. In addition, Brady’s survey pointed out, that there are astrologers who believed in fates connection as a source to god. If fate is looked at from a philosophical perspective, then Brady’s survey proved that most of astrologers believed in fate as soul’s evaluation through astrology. As for instance Plato and Leo ideas of gaining astrological wisdom as a necessity to avoid blind walk into a trap, namely fate; and Rudhyar’s ideas of astrology being a guidance for the higher divinity. Man’s personality treads, such as character was considered as the influence of fate where the free will mattered. Holden’s ideas brought together fate and free will as two parts of a one whole. As a result, the man is himself the builder of his own destiny, because of the free will choices. Svoboda’s Indian philosophy showed the karma connection to fate in astrology, as everything that people do comes back. Where karma can be investigated in man’s horoscope. From psychological perspective, Green had arguments that explained fate in astrology from the higher conscious levels. Thus, from the deeper scale, fate is not a stable and precise feature. At last, when fate and its connection was looked from historiographical perspective, then Evens theory prooved the very importance of human studies in history, and therefore also astrology as scientific matter. However, there are many differences in fates interpretation in astrology by various scholars, in this case by western and the Indian cultures. Where belief is an immense factor to be able to measure fate’s reflection in western and non-western astrology.
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