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Domestic Abuse Arrest Practical Role Play
Scenario 1 – SWP/Gwent location to be specified by Trainer (dwelling)

Scenario Requirements

· Three role actors, appropriately dressed – (as instructed by course trainers)
· Two officers appropriately dressed – (as instructed by course trainers)
· Control room operator.
· Assessor to be in full possession of relevant definition regarding the offence being assessed as well as the relevant assessment criteria sheet that must be completed by the assessor during the observations.
· Dwelling location












Safety Reminder
· Safe working environment, risk assessment to be completed of the venue.
· Assessor to have given full briefing to Role actor/s and Officers/s being assessed prior to the role play.
· If officer is to detain / arrest role actor then this will be done by the officer taking hold of the role actors arm and informing them that they are being detained / arrested.
· For GWP, no handcuffs are to be used if the officer wishes to use handcuffs then they should inform the subject that they are handcuffed. Subject should place hands to the rear when informed.
· For SWP, handcuffs can be used in accordance with the Officer’s PST training.
· NO actual UDT strikes, takedowns or ground restraints are to be used.
· If there are any safety issues identified then the identifying officer should immediately call “CHECKMATE” to the role play and report their findings to the assessor.
If there are no safety issues the role play will run its course and the assessor will call “END EX” once they are happy the role play has concluded.


















Trainer briefing to student(s)
You are on independent uniformed foot patrol (location as directed by the course trainer) when you are updated via your control room as to a 999 call, from a female reporting concern for her daughter at (location specified by trainer). The female has stated that she is outside the property and cannot get any answer, her daughter has not answered her messages for two weeks, and she believes her controlling boyfriend has something to do with it. You have been assigned to attend and deal with the call. It is the time of the day and day of week. 









The following details can be passed on to the student if they ask for further information-
· There is no further information to hand regarding the incident, the caller has hung up.
· Police systems have one previous log linked to the address which relates to a parking dispute four years ago.
· No back up is available at this time due to other commitments.
· If you require any radio checks and have a radio available, use your radio to gather any further information required, the course trainer will designate someone to act as the controller.
· Deal with the incident as you see fit.
· Consider the following-

1) Officer Safety
2) Communication Skills
3) Relevant Offences
4) Legislation
5) NDM




















Trainer briefing to Role Actors
A couple who have been in a relationship for six months live at the property. The female has been controlled by her boyfriend for some time, she is not allowed a mobile phone, or to contact her family. She has been very isolated and unhappy. There has not been any physical violence however she has not been out of the house for two weeks, because he wants her to stay and be a “proper woman and look after the house.” She has also given up her job because he threatened to leave her if she didn’t. 
The female’s mother has been concerned about her daughter. She has been unable to speak to her for two weeks, and has attended the property and has been banging on the door demanding to see her. 











Overall outcome of the scenario
· Suspect to be arrested for Controlling or Coercive Behaviour in an Intimate Family Relationship Section 76 Serious Crime Act 2015.
· Correct use of arrest and search powers (S32) if completed are to be shown by the student. 
· Officer to demonstrate safe working practices
· NDM should be followed. 
· Police Personal procedures- radio procedures and recording of incident in PNB should be carried out in line with force policy. 
· Officer to complete relevant documentation if applicable (DASH, Use of force, Social Services Referral)
· Officer to consider Victim safeguarding (to be discussed during feedback)
 




















Scenario 1 Domestic Abuse

Role Actor 1 – Caller
Upon arrival of the officers you will be outside the property banging on the door, you will be upset and saying you want to speak to your daughter. 
After an initial introduction you will state to officers “MY DAUGHTER IS IN THERE, I THINK HE’S DONE SOMETHING TO HER, SHE WON’T ANSWER MY CALLS”
When the door is opened to the property you will try to gain entry, if possible, run in and hug your daughter.
Try to interrupt officers when they are speaking to your daughter. If not controlled by officers keep trying to interrupt, however, comply with instruction if controlled appropriately. 












Female Role Actor 2 – Victim.
When your mother enters the property you will run to her and hold her. 
When separated from your partner you will state to officers
“HE HASN’T LET ME CALL MY MUM, HE DOESN’T WANT ME TO HAVE ANY FRIENDS”
If asked, confirm that there has been no physical assault. 
Go on to state:
“I CAN’T WEAR MAKE UP, I CAN’T WEAR MY NICE CLOTHES, HE’S CALLING ME NAMES, I WANT TO GO BACK TO MUMS”
State to officers that:
“HE MADE ME LEAVE MY JOB, HE SAID HE WOULD KILL HIMSELF IF I DIDN’T”
If asked, confirm that you haven’t been locked in however he has threatened to leave you if you left the house. You feel totally controlled by him.  
When your partner is arrested state
“I JUST WANT TO GO BACK TO MY MUM”












PLEASE FOLLOW THE ABOVE SCRIPT TO ENSURE FAIRNESS TO ALL CANDIDATES.

Male Role Actor 3 – Suspect
When officers knock the door, you will be calm, very quiet and compliant. You will say:
“I DIDN’T HEAR YOU KNOCKING, HOW CAN I HELP?” 
Let officers in. 
When officers ask you any questions you will state:
“I HAVENT DONE ANYTHING WRONG, SHE NEEDS ME TO LOOK AFTER HER”
You will refuse to answer any further questions, you will refuse to provide your details. 
When arrested your caution reply will be 
“I WANT TO SPEAK TO MY SOLICITOR”












Please follow the above script to ensure fairness to all candidates.

Controlling or Coercive Behaviour in an Intimate Family Relationship Section76 Serious Crime Act 2015
A person commits an offence if- 
A repeatedly or continuously engages in behaviour towards another person (B) that is controlling or coercive. 
At the time of the behaviour A and B are personally connected. 
The behaviour has a serious effect on B and, A knows or ought to know that the behaviour will have a serious effect on B. 
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