Chapter 4: Results

Introduction
The aim of this chapter is to analyse and discuss the results found by this study. A questionnaire was sent out to a group of Serving Police Officers that range from the rank of Police Constable to Police Sergeant and 9 responses were received. The overarching purpose of the questionnaire was to gain an understanding of Police Officers views on taser and if they believe it, is an effective operational tool. 
Demographic of participant 
Question 1) What is your Gender, Question 2) What is your age bracket Question, 3) Are you a service police officer and what is your length of service, Question 4) Are you a Qualified Taser carrier? 
The above questions were asked to ascertain which demographics were taser carriers. Out of the respondents 78% were male and 22% were female, all of which are currently serving Police officers. 88.9% were aged between 25-49 and 11% were aged 18/24.  The majority (66%) of the respondents were in their 3rd year of service or had 5+ years of service under their belt. The remaining respondents were in their 1st or second year of service. 
Out of all the respondents 55.6% were qualified Taser carriers and 44.4% were not qualified to carry taser. 
Findings 
Question 5) Do you believe Officers should carry taser, Question 6) Do you believe that Tasers are an effective tool based on its ability to incapacitate subjects?


As displayed in the above Chart all of the respondents believe that Officers should be carrying taser and they also believe that Tasers are an effective tool based on its ability to incapacitate subjects. 
From previous demographic questions, it was found that only 55.6% of the respondents carry Taser/ are qualified to carry taser. This highlights the question of why do not all the respondents carry Taser if they believe all officers should carry it? The questionnaire does not provide evidence for this. I suspect the following could have an influence on officers not carrying Taser – Not being eligible to carry Taser through course failure or health reasons (eye sight requirements), Not wanting to carry it themselves due to the responsibility it brings. 
The aforementioned work of Den Heyer (2020) says that since Taser was introduced, and officers have had the option receiving Taser training and being able to carry it, its use had risen. This suggests that more and more officers are wanting to carry taser and as a result see a necessity to carry it.
The fact that all respondents answering that they believe the taser is effective as a incapacitant somewhat corroborates the work of Somers Et Al (2020) as his their work states that following their study “Officers usually Regard the taser as useful”. Their research also suggests that correct Taser usage is essential to its effectiveness. This implies that the Taser's ability to render the subject incapacitated will be negatively impacted if it is not discharged properly. They also state that the effectiveness also depends on the subject’s individual anatomy such as the subject’s height, weight, gender and body composition. 
 Although the work of Somers Et Al (2020) supports that the effectiveness of taser is circumstantial based in the previously mentioned variables, The findings in this study states that Officers believe that taser is effective. I would like to add that Somers Et Al (2020) study was significantly larger than this study as they analysed 918 incidents where taser was used across three different police forces to determine their effectiveness in terms of subject cooperation. However, they state that they were looking to determine the Tasers effectiveness of subject cooperation. I believe this is unclear as they do not state whether they are seeking to determine the tasers effectiveness in terms of gaining compliance from discharging taser or using it as a compliance tool without discharging.
Deuchar Et Al (2024) findings agree with the finding of this study as they state that, following conducting interviews with officers who carry Taser they found that they overwhelmingly believed Tasers are an effective deterrent to violent crime and offenders. 

Question 7) What are your views regarding Health and Safety of tasers? E.g. Resulting health issues, Injuries, Death 
This study asked this question to the participants and allowed them to respond with a short answer instead of a multiple choice like previous questions. This allowed participants to express their own few on a more individual level. The response received were overwhelmingly in the favour that Taser is safe to use for the officer and the subject. According to one of the responses, the use of Taser is subject to the "discretion of the officer." In situations where the officer, the subject, or the public are in danger, the officer may justify the use of a taser to defuse the situation and prevent harm to the aforementioned parties. While it is regrettable if the subjects suffer injuries, overall safety is safeguarded. This suggests that although the subject may succumb to injury Taser can be used to stop the situation from worsening and to protect everyone involved. 
Officer responses to this question emphasised that they have not experienced any issues with Taser in relation to causing injuries to subjects, they also expressed that they believe Taser is safe for the subject and the for the officer. This Indicates that they have not experienced any health and safety concerns or injuries when using taser and as result they believe that Tasers are a safe. 

Previous literature found during this study found that according to Deuchar et al. (2024), a certain portion of the public expressed anxieties over the possible impact that the usage of tasers would have to subjects' health and might lead to later health complications. However, no Statistics were provided to reinforce this point. It suggests that the public have anxious views, but does not provide any evidence as to how safe Tasers are to use. 
Ordog et al. (1987) conducted study on 218 patients who were previously been subject to taser discharges by US police. In the course of the study, they contrasted the injuries sustained by participants after being subject to a taser discharge and compared their injuries to firearms injuries. They found that out of those who were subject to taser discharge, none of them lost their lives and that 50% of the subjects who were shot with conventional firearms died as a result. This agrees with these studies findings in that taser is safe to use, However They did find a pattern of common injuries as a result of taser – these were “Fractures, abrasions, and lacerations along with potential for moderate rhabdomyolysis and testicular torsion” 
The studies of both Ordog ed al (1987) and Deuchar et al. (2024) point in the same direction of the findings of this study in that Taser are overwhelmingly safe. Although subjects may sustain injuries as a result of taser discharge, it is uncommon for these injuries to be life-threatening or require hospitalisation. However, Literature provided by Zipes (2012) disputes the notion that Tasers are safe to use. In their work he states that there is a link between sudden cardiac arrest and death following application of shocks from taser. He gives an example were a young subject entered cardiac arrest following a 17second Taser shock from Police. Despite the fact that the youth made a full recovery its indicates that there are occasions where Taser can cause death. 
Question 8) What are your views on Taser being used as a preventative tool? E.g. The presence of Taser when dealing with violent subjects, deterrent to violent individuals
This study again received overwhelmingly one sided response to the above question. Again, this question was asked in an open question format. 
It was evident from the responses that the Officer’s considered Tasers were a very effective for deterring criminals and offenders. Officers reported having been in instances where they believed the suspect would have acted more aggressively if there had been a Taser carrier present. They said that they completely believe that police should carry tasers and that the mere presence of a taser is a powerful deterrence to criminals' aggressive or violent conduct.
The aforementioned responses are a strong argument that Taser are a very good preventative tool and is efficient in deescalating/preventing aggressive or violent offender behaviour. As a result, is key in officer safety. 
The work of Deuchar Et Al (2024) agrees with the above argument as their work found that Officers said the taser is a visible deterrent to aggressive offenders, and as result carrying one gave them a sense of newly created authority. This suggests that have feel that they have the upper hand when dealing with violent individuals and that carrying taser prevents the offender from becoming aggressive. After completing the interviews, they discovered that the vast majority of officers thought Tasers were an effective deterrence to violent crime and criminals, and that carrying them had improved community safety.  This suggests that officers who have used and are actively carrying tasers while on duty have discovered that just by having them on hand, they can deter aggressive offenders and also improve public safety. 
Do you Believe that Tasers are an effective tool based on its ability to incapacitate subjects?

Do you Believe that Tasers are an effective tool based on its ability to incapacitate subject	Yes	No	8.1999999999999993	0	


Do you believe that Police should carry Taser? 	yes 	no	100	0	
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