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Task 1
It is considered very important that children are able to play outdoors during their life. Theorists such as Noradahl and Johannesson, (2013) have expanded on how the outdoor environment is beneficial to children by writing in the government papers. 
Noradahl and Johannesson, (2013) state that government papers emphasise the outdoors is a great learning environment for children. As Noradahl, Johannesson (2013) state as children are able to explore the natural world which provides an area to exercise and live healthily. 
In Iceland, children aged one to six years, have been encouraged to play outdoors. However, children aged six to 16 are only allowed to play outside with their friends during playtime. 
It is unknown what a teacher’s plan to do outside is in order to aid learning but this is likely to vary dependent on each teacher. 
According to Oladottir, (2008) teachers in Iceland have increased their use of outdoor environment when teaching. Although in the capital of Reyjavik, 70% of school’s have reported they have been using the outdoors for education for a long time.

Task 2a
The following essay is about forest schools, containing research regarding outdoor education.
The Forest School Network, 2006 believe that learning in a woodland environment would provide children and adults an opportunity to grow in confidence and self-esteem. (Murray, and O’Brien, 2006)
According to Murray, and O’Brien, 2006 it is a concern that children are not experiencing the country side and woods due to the worry of health and safety. 
Research has been carried out by Ward Thompson et al, (2004) regarding the affects emotionally and physically on children if they do not explore the outdoors when they are young. (Ward Thompson, et al, 2004)
The Welsh Assembly Government, 2004 support Ward Thompson et al. (2004) as they feel the indoor and outdoor environment provides different learning experiences. Therefore, the Welsh Assembly Government, (2004) are enforcing the idea of forest schools in each school, especially during the foundation phase of a child’s education. (The Welsh Assembly Government, 2004) 
Reference List:
Welsh Assembly Government. (2009) Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: WAG. 
Ward-Thompson, C., Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travlour, P. (2004) Open Space and Social Inclusion: Local Woodland Use in Central Scotland. Edinburgh: Report to the Forestry Commission. 
O’Brien, E. and Murray, R. (2006) A Marvellous Opportunity for Children to Learn: A Participatory Evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales. Farnham: Forest Research. 

Task 2b
It is important to reference work correctly, naming the sources otherwise the work can be refused and regarded as plagiarism. If a piece of writing has not been acknowledged that the information was taken from a source, this is called plagiarism. Plagiarism is identified as a form of cheating and can cause many concerns for a student as it is likely to affect a place on an academic programme. 
It is required that direct quotations are referenced so they are not deemed to be plagiarised. To reference a direct quote, the author is telling the reader that this piece of information is not their work or idea, therefore it has been gathered from somewhere else.
In all academic programmes it is advisable to stay away from sites such as Wikipedia as it is not a reliable source. The information on this site in cannot be guaranteed factual and may present false accusations of information. 
A long quotation which contains thirty words or more should be presented in the correct format. It does not need to be in italics and should be indented 1.5cm each side of the page. The source of where the information was found should be on the right hand side in brackets with the year and page number.
During research it is beneficial to gather information from different sources to expand research. Valuable sources include the internet, using websites and e-books or google-scholar which gives different view points of a variety of topics. Secondary sources such as books, articles and textbooks are useful to interpret, review or synthesise original research. 

Task 3
This article by Davies and Hamilton, (2016) which is called ‘Assessing Learning in the Early Years’ Outdoor Classroom: Examining challenges in practice,’ focuses on the importance of the outdoor environment for childrens development. 
From reading the abstract, the authors indicate that the article will focus on finding out whether practitioners in early years settings have the experiences to assess the development of children in the outdoors.
During the introduction the author has focused on the problem of early years pracitioners not having adequate training to support childrens education outdoors and the factors which are a resistant in the outdoor environment. However it expresses the importance of training practitioners as an effective method to improve outcomes for learners. Due to a lack of specialized support, this has resulted in an ‘ineffective outdoor learning environment, where adults take a structured supervisory rather than an educative role.’ (Estyn, 2011)
In the method section of the article, the authors explain how they will collect their data and who the intended audience is.
The methodology is the contents of the research, whether it is qualitive or quanative, or both. (www.skillsyouneed.com [Date Accessed: 31.10.17]
Davies and Hamilton, (2016) discuss their research process of both qualitative and quantitative data which gives a variety of research.
The results of the research gathered provide and in-depth account reflecting on early years practitioners regarding outdoor learning and assessment. 
The results have concluded ‘three central themes to have emerged’ (Davies and Hamilton, 2016). These include; the types of people who benefit, the place, type and what assessments need to be done but also the comparison of teacher vs teaching assistant ability. Lastly the factors which cause challenges in outdoor assessment.
The research contained qualitative examples giving direct quotes of the practitioners involved, some which were stereotypical and similar assumptions showing categorized answers. This highlighted children who had additional needs, boys, children who lived in socio-economically deprived areas and those with deprived backgrounds. 
However to critique these answers, Hamilton and Jones, (2014) believed that boys aged 6 to 7 did not like the outdoors and considered it to be the worst aspect of being in school. (Hamilton, Jones 2014) 
The results of this study show differential opinions from practitioners who argue that certain children with additional learning needs did not benefit from the outdoors. 
The results show it would be effective if practitioners took time planning as it could support groups and develop other ways of learning. However the main issue assessing children outdoors is the lack of resources and practitioner training. The practitioners have not been provided with training therefore they struggle to use the natural outdoor facilities. 
The teaching pracitioners support children outside with general observations. However these staff are those with the least amount of training which questions their ability to fully support childrens learning and assessment. The teachers have the ability to carry out formal assessment which is all done inside a class room. This shows the importance of education courses.
The lack of appropriate resources, the health and safety litigation, risks, staff ratio and natural hazards are all factors which practitioners are concerned of with outdoor assessment. 
To conclude the summary of the article, the outdoor environment is not being used to its full potential due to a lack of resources, teachers training and curriculum policy which increases pressure of assessment that teachers assess which is indoors.
The structure of the article was challenging to read, especially throughout the introduction as it contained lots of statistics and evidence from different authors. Throughout the article, the paragraphs were very large and used very little linking words. The article did not contain any appendices. The article included sub headings which separated each section.
According to Cottrell, (2005) by giving lots of information, the argument can become difficult to read and lead the reader to lose focus on the line of reasoning. Therefore a skillful author will include points that are most relevant using a ‘good balance of detailed analysis and sections that summarise arguments and evidence’. (Cottrell, 2005: 168.) 

The language was formally written which made parts of the text difficult to read. Although the abstract was easier to read and gave an insight of the whole article. An abstract is used as a summary of the whole article according to Walsh, (2001). It should include the aims, methods and main conclusions of the article. (Walsh, 2001)
There is persuasive language within the text from different authors that have been researched who give their findings which encourage the reader to believe them. Although a few of the authors do critique each other and give an opposite opinion. The author does not give their own objective language, however does present objective language of research throughout the article. The author does not use subjective language, the information that has been gathered is from qualitative and quantitative research methods. 
According to Muherji and Albon, 2015 researchers use quantitative research to concentrate on the data to test the hypothesis and qualitative research is to gather detailed appropriate data. (Mugerji and Albon, 2015) 
There is a clear hypothesis in the article that suggests using the outdoor environment to assess early years education is beneficial, however cannot be proved as there is a lack of practitioner training and learning resources to aid with assessment. The article shows opinions of different theorists and scholars who strongly believe the outdoors is beneficial, although when the research was carried out on a variety of school practitioners, factors were highlighted that to assess outdoors was difficult. The main reasons including not having adequate resources, weather dependency, health and safety and lack of practitioner training. 
Several claims have been made relating to how assessment outdoors can take place. Firstly, one that is highlighted throughout the article; the lack of practitioner training. Due to practitioners not having adequate training to aid assessment, according to Estyn (2011)  this ‘led to less effective outdoor learning environments and assessment opportunities.’ (Estyn, 2011)
This leads on to the amount of assessing teaching practitioners are able to do. Teaching practitioners spend a lot of time outdoors with children, but the assessment is kept very basic. They observe and provide feedback to the teacher and give the children support, where as the teacher will carry out summative assessments, which are done inside the classroom. However the teaching assistants are those with the least amount of training which questions their ability to fully support childrens learning and assessment. 
Another claim is the demands of policy changes. Due to the pressure of literacy and numeracy testing which teachers carry out indoors, the outdoor environment is used as a secondary source. This relates to the lack of practitioner training and knowledge to aid learning and carry out assessments outdoors. This is due to the type of assessing to be done which teachers follow as part of the curriculum which determines who carries out these assessments. Teachers with less training may not recognise the outdoor environments value in supporting children to succeed higher levels of cognitive understanding. (Fagerstam and Samyelsson, 2014). 
The article provides consistent arguments of how assessment can be beneficial. 
The evidence has been gathered from books, journals and websites which are reliable resources. Qualitative and quantitative research has been used in the form of graphs, statistics and questionnaires. The article also contains reliable resources from reports such as, the Foundation Phase for Wales, the Donaldson Report and the Department for Education and Skills. These are curriculum guides that provide guidance for teachers to follow. 
The article provides key words which make the article accessible for search engines to pick on. Keywords help people to find relevant papers, books or journals for research. By providing appropriate keywords, people are able to find an article and read  the work. (www.springer.com)
Keywords define a topic/ research issue that is covered by an article. The keywords presented should be the most relevant to the article. (www.editage.com) 
The article concludes that the outdoor environment is important to teaching practitioners due to the benefits for young children. However subjects such as the Welsh language and literacy were difficult to teach outdoors due to a few challenges. These challenges included: the weather; lack of staff knowledge, lack of resources, changes to the curriculum and child-staff ratio difficulty. The article also found that certain groups benefited from outdoor activity than others. Although this requires more research and more questions to be asked regarding stereotypical judgements. 

Finally to conclude the article, the main requirement to aid outdoor learning is to provide adequate training for practitioners so they are able to support and assess the children accurately. The article is detailed and provides a number for sources regarding the information that has been found. I found this article difficult to read as the paragraphs are very large and the amount of references that were contained in the article. It would also be easier to read if the research that regarded the same answers were kept together to make it easier to compare to what the different authors reported. 
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