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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project: Yes     
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   


	NAME: James PUACA 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2319845

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: What challenges do frontline officers face when identifying and evidencing coercive and controlling behaviour in domestic abuse cases?
INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen this topic as I have dealt with hundreds of domestic abuse cases where the defendant was arrested for coercive and controlling behaviour, however I have rarely seen the CPS charge for that offence. I would like to research the challenges of identifying coercive and controlling behaviour to strengthen my understanding. 







	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


1. To examine the policy and legal framework around coercive and controlling behaviour. 
2. To explore how Coercive and controlling behaviour is understood within frontline policing. 
3. To identify the key challenges faced by frontline officers in recognising coercive and controlling behaviour in domestic abuse incidents.
4. To examine the evidential difficulties associated with prosecuting coercive and controlling behaviour.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

After conducting some research on my topic, I will be researching authors such as Evan Stark – Stark, E. (2007) How men entrap women in personal life. And other authors talking about coercive and controlling behaviour.  

Academic journal articles

Legal framework – CPS guidance, S.76 Serious crime act, case law summaries, etc






	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Qualitative literature-based research – Pattern based, non-physical, contextual 
This is because Qualitative literature research allows me to explore why coercive control is difficult to identify. How officers interpret behaviour. And where policy and practice diverge from one another.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

This study does not involve primary data collection; therefore, it does not require participation from individuals eg. Members of the public, police officers or victims of domestic abuse. 

The target sample of this research consists of: 
Peer-reviewed academic journal articles 

This sample is ethically appropriate as it will not be involving victims of domestic abuse or frontline officers who have previously dealt with domestic abuse. This is to avoid the risks of traumatisation, safeguard issues and confidentiality breaches. 
Using published literature allows the study to draw upon specialist domestic abuse researchers, national policing bodies and legal experts.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I cannot see any ethical concerns in relation to carrying out research for my topic. 

	TIME SCALE:
8000 words with appropriate research will be submitted before 29/06/25

	REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system

Stark – Stark, E. (2007) How men entrap women in personal life
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