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Abstract
There is an extensive amount of research being conducted in recent times regarding Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES). This is due to the issue only recently being made a major concern in recent times. There has not been a lot of research conducted in earlier years but studies have shown the issue has still been prevalent. 
The aim of the dissertation was to explore if police are having a positive effect on children with ACES in recent times compared to previous years.  The researcher has also explored if there is more that can be done by police to better deal with people with ACES and how this can be addressed.
The researcher has analysed research which has been conducted by other people whilst formulating this dissertation and has conducted their own research in the form of a survey which has been given to police officers and other professional services. This has been analysed by the researcher to form a better understanding of peoples opinion and comparing it to the data available to prove or disprove if enough is being done by police to support people with ACES.
The results from this survey accompanied with the data researched were then analysed and recommendations have been made to educate and assist officers to further develop themselves to deal with people with ACES more effectively.
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Chapter 1 
INTRODUCTION:

The reason for this topic is to investigate if there are Improvements made by the police and other organisations when dealing with children who are involved or are indirectly involved with crime. To also establish if children are now more at risk from accumulating ACES (adverse childhood experiences) due to their connection of crime

Children seem to be ever more likely to be connected to crime and also there is a higher percentage chance they will commit crime when they are older if they have accumulated many ACES over their time as a child. 

ACES can be accumulated for simple things as parents relationships breaking down and them having a single parent, this study will highlight if there is a higher risk of that child  committing crime later in life and to also find out what actions are being taken on by the police to reduce the impact. 


















Chapter 2 
Literature review

In this literature review I am going to be discussing the question of how police have dealt with people with Adverse childhood experiences  (ACES) in previous years and how police deal with ACES now and in the future. 
The use of ACE’s is becoming more and more present in life and they are being more widely acknowledged by numerous professional services and the impact to which ACE’s have is also being more prevalent. 
Adverse childhood experiences is based on what a child has experienced and it is compared to a model where the person has a higher rate of mental health issues or having a criminal background as they grow up. The use of and also the understanding of ACE’s can make it easier for professional services to be involved with families with ACE’s and this can then help them to lower the risk of their children having ACE’s. 
Police are on the frontline when it comes dealing with people and often deal with families when there has been a incident. Police then provide aftercare with and for these families and often work with them post incident and often refer them on to relevant services. By police being more aware of ACE’s this can limit the effect that they have on the next generation growing up and therefore essentially breaking the wheel. 
There is a lot more information available now compared to previous years about ACE’s due to no prior knowledge being available and only recently has this been highlighted as a factor. 
I will be researching the actions Police have had in the past with people with ACE’s and how they have dealt with them. I will also be looking at what other agencies did to highlight what ACES were and how they were discovered as an impact factor. I will look at what has been done previously in helping with ACES.
I will then be researching the current actions police take with people with ACE’s and how police deal with people with ACE’s. I will also be looking at research conducted about ACES now and our current understanding of the impact they have in people’s lives and what other agencies are doing to deal with the problem and how they interact with police. 
I will then be looking at the future plans for dealing with ACE’s by the police and other agencies. I will also be researching the strategies for this and how they will be introduced in coming years and the possible effects this will have. 
There is not a lot of information regarding people with ACE’s in the past due to this not being highlighted until 1995. 
From this point onwards it will be easier to research this topic as more studies have been conducted and more information is more widely available.
The research that is available is positive to the use of ACE’s and is supportive of its use to identify those who are at a higher risk of problems later on in life with their mental health or becoming criminally involved. The research shows that those who have higher amount of ACE’s pass this onto their children which they intern pass on due to their ACE’s. There is not a lot of information which is detrimental to the studies proven effects of ACE’s on a person so I will not be including a lot of information disproving the presence of ACES. 
There seems to be a general consensus around ACE’s being prevalent and the effects that it has on a person growing up and the detrimental effects they have. From this information I will be able to correlate a lot of information around this topic.
I will also be speaking to Police officers in the South Wales police force about their experiences with children regarding having ACE’s and how they have been effected by this. 
A survey was conducted by Bangor University named The Prisoner Ace Survey, correlating information by incarcerated prisoners has shown that ACE’s are highly prevalent. 
It showed that 8 out of 10 prisoners had at least 1 ACE and that 46% of the prisoners had 4 or more. This shows that ACES have a massive impact on people and are an impact factor on the chances of them becoming offenders later in life.  This study has also investigated the types of crime they have committed usually they are violent crimes and a person with multiple ACE’s is 3 times more likely to reoffend. 
The problem with ACE’s is a paper which was formed for the house of commons to highlight the need for further investigation and research to be conducted and to highlight the negative effects that ACE’s have. The paper also highlights that there is a need for prevention of ACE’s being formed in early development in children which in turn will help alleviate the problems ACE’s create in later life.
A lot of the research which has been conducted is around the effects of ACE’s and how other agencies are dealing with the problem of ACE’s. There is not a lot of information directly aimed at how Police are dealing with people with ACE’s I believe there is a gap of where research needs to be done to highlight what is being done by police to help limit the effects of ACE’s. I will target my research around this area. 









CHAPTER 3 
Research methodology and planning

Introduction
I will be collecting and collaborating data around the topic is to investigate if there are Improvements made by the police and other organisations when dealing with children who are involved or are indirectly involved with crime. To also establish if children are now more at risk from accumulating ACES (adverse childhood experiences) due to their connection of crime.

I am undertaking this research to highlight the impact that ACES have on children and how it effects them later in life and how it effects them becoming involved in crime. It also is aiming to assess organisations approach od dealing with these individuals. 

There are many gaps within the research between when ACES were first discovered and to where we are today. Recently there is a lot more research conducted about ACES and is more widely known by the general public. 
The individuals will be asked questions about their interactions with people with ACES and how they deal with them. The questions will also highlight if they believe enough is being done for people with ACES and could we do more. 
The questions will also ask when did they become aware of ACES and for how long. They will also be asked what could be done to aid in dealing with people with ACES and how should police approach people who have been effected by people with ACES. 

3.1 research strategy
The research onion was developed by Saunders et al. (2007) in order to describe the stages through which the researcher must pass when formulating an effective methodology. The research onion provides the user with a guide to which how to conduct their research and helping them to get from the outside of the onion to the more complex parts at the centre.

The research onion provides an effective progression through which a research methodology can be designed. Its usefulness lies in its adaptability for almost any type of research methodology and can be used in a variety of contexts (Bryman, 2012). 

[image: ]

3.2 Data collection 
The research method I am going to be using is a questionnaire which will be handed out to local police officers form various different departments. 
I will also be aiming to hand the questionnaires to prison officers who work with young adults.
I have chosen this method as I believe this is the most efficient at gathering and collaborating the data I will receive and I will be able to create graphs to show this data effectively.
I will be aiming to send these questionnaires out to participating members personally and aiming to cover various departments so that I get various different opinions and not just people from the same group. 
I believe this will be the most effective way of achieving a varied opinion and this will allow myself to collaborate this date to represent a realistic view from all organisations. 
I will be asking questions with answers provided which the recipient will have a choice to tick which one is correct in relation to their opinion and experience. 
The questionnaire will have the easiest questions to answers at the beginning which will lead to more demanding questions of which some will contain questions requesting their point of view not just a tick box.
The questionnaire will be set out as short as possible to keep the individual concentrating on the questions so that they provide their actual opinion. 




3.3 data analysis 
To analyse the data I will be gathering  all the data  onto one single entity and using this to produce a chart that shows the answers from each individual as a whole. This will allow me to analyse the data more efficiently and show my findings easier. 
Whilst conducting the research I am aiming to achieve results form around 20 individuals to give myself a more varied opinion from numerous people associated with different organisations. 
I will be using online tools to aid in the creation of the questions and answers and this will then create graphs which will show my findings in an  appropriate manner. 


3.4 Limitations and potential problems 
The limitations that I see that might arise while conducting the research is people filling out the questionnaires for myself to corroborate the findings. This might not be completed intime and I might find that I do not have enough recipients to effectively obtain a answer. 
Another limitation can be that the recipients do not fill in the forms and I have no data to conduct my research. I may also only receive questionnaires back from one type of person and not from other agencies which will not give a realistic view of the opinions of others involved with ACES.
Another limitation can be that the people I am targeting have not got enough people for me to contact to gather enough data from them. 














CHAPTER 4   
Analysis and Results

Introduction
The chapter which has been previous has outlines that methods and the methodology. This chapter is aimed at looking at persons opinion if they have any awareness around adverse childhood experiences (ACES) and if there is enough done to work with those with ACES and can more be done. The literature review shown that only recently there has been more understanding and research conducted around ACES and people are now becoming aware of them and the effects that it can have on the development of children and how this effects them later on in life. Due to this I have undergone a survey which has been conducted with various occupations so that I can highlight the understanding that people have on ACES and to highlight if there is still more work to be done in a form of research. With this survey I believe that it can increase awareness of ACES by professionals and it can also be used to show their opinion if there is enough done for people with ACES. 
The reason for the chapter is to assemble data, analyse the results and then present the results from the survey. A online questionnaire has been formed and has been sent to numerous individuals to inform individuals of the impacts that ACES have on children’s growth and to ask opinion if enough is being done to support them. I have gathered results from 27 individuals from various professions.
The results from the questionnaire can be found in the appendix 

4.1  Data Analysis 
Data analysis put simply is the process of going through, organising and pulling information from a large quantity of data that has been gathered to allow any patterns or themes to become clearer, with consistent or similar answers potentially pointing towards an answer for a question research question (Bryman and Hardy, 2009). The data analysis throughout this chapter will continually seek to address the research question that has been consistently mentioned throughout the research project. The data was collected and analysed through using Microsoft Office Forms survey tool.  

Data analysis is the process of collecting, modelling, and analysing data using various statistical and logical methods and techniques( Bernardita Calzon 3/3/2023). I will use the data gathered from this questionnaire to answer the research question set out at the forefront. I have used Survey monkey to conduct this research.







4.2 Advantages of SURVEY MONKEY 

I have used survey monkey to conduct this research and has been highly advantageous when gathering and setting out the data. This has greatly increased the affectability I have when distributing the questionnaire due to being able to send to via e-mail and also social media. This has allowed for me to reach out to multiple different professions and having a more varied response. It has allowed all individuals to remain anonymous and thus they are more likely to give their opinion. The ease of the website was extremely simple and they have formulated the data for myself and this is shown in the graphs attached to the appendix. Any person can view this data and understand easily what is described. 


4.3 Disadvantage of using SURVEY MONKEY

The disadvantage of using a survey is that people may not answer the questions if there are too many. I have tried to limit this by only asking only 20 questions to engage the person for a shorter amount of time. Another disadvantage is the responder to the questionnaire may not want to be forthcoming with their opinion and may believe they can be singled out if they believe their opinion is not popular and could be perceived to be biased. Another disadvantage is recipients may not be truthful and also not take it series due to the anonymity which will skew the results. 
There is also the disadvantages to using a online questionnaire of people not answering the questions asked of them. Question 2,5,6 and 13  had 26 responses. Question 19 had 20 responses and question 20 had 16 responses. The questions which had the largest numbers of non-responses were questions set out for people to write a response, the other questions were set out as a tick box. This does have an effect on the answers received but does not have a detrimental effect on the entirety of the research.


4.4 Questionnaire Findings

This section will be outlining the results from the questionnaire, this data will allow me to answer the following question.
How police have dealt with people with Adverse childhood experiences  (ACES) in previous years and how police deal with ACES now and in the future.

Out of the 26 people who were questioned it was apparent that not everyone agreed with the answer to the questions and there has been a lot of people giving different answers to the question. This does not mean that they are wrong and only captures their personal opinion. One question which was asked was do ACES have a negative impact on a child’s development. This received 84% of which were a yes and 11% stated no. This question is the reason why so much is being done in regards to research of ACES and this shows that 11% still don’t believe it has any impact on the child. 
Another question asked is that of what percentage of people had at least 1 ace. A study conducted in 2014 by Manchester university showed that 47% of people had at least one ACE. (Machester Uni 2023)
The findings from the questionnaire showed that only 62% of responses believed that 41% or more of society had at least one ACE. This is drastically lower than what is faced in society currently and shows how much people don’t realise that is happening in society. The rest of recipients believed this to be lower than the actual result of 47%
Another question asked was what classifies an ACE. A list of ACEs were given an multiple choice questions to find out if people were able to identify possible ACES and this has provided a positive result. A answer choice was given as all of the above and 85% of people have taken this option. This highlights that people are aware of ACES. 
A further question asked was that of do you believe that ACES can effect the health of a child later in life. 78% of recipients have provided a yes answer with the remained providing a no or don’t know reply. This shows that 22%  of the recipients don’t know or do not believe that ACES provide a detrimental effect to the child. 

A question that was also asked was how many child protection referrals were made in England and Wales due to domestic abuse. This one of the main reasons for children having ACES due to the behaviour shown by parents due to alcohol consumption and abuse towards their partners. The actual number was that of 669, the questionnaire did not support this figure and only 26% have chose the answer of 500+. The rest of the recipients 74% have chosen lesser options which shows that people do not know the actual gravity of the situation and do not know how many children are at risk from developing ACES.  

Having analysed the results from the questionnaire it is apparent that people may be able to identify what can be a identified as a ACE people do not know the severity of the situation and know how many children are currently at risk from having a ACE. It shows that people are aware of the situation which is a positive result but shows that more can be done to limit the amount of children at risk due to ACES 

4.5 Are the police doing enough to support people with ACES
A question asked was that of do you believe there is enough support for children or people effected by ACES. This provided a no by  63% of the recipients. This shows that people do not believe there is enough support for children and people with ACES. There is also a 85% response that more can be done to support people and children with ACES, this shows peoples opinion that there can be more done to support children and young people. 
A question of do you think police are dealing with young people correctly in relation to ACES provided a 52% response to yes. The remained has selected no or don’t know. This shows that more people believe that the police is dealing with ACES more effectively that all support services but the results received cannot determine a definitive answer as it is 50-50. This shows that Police are on the right track but a lot more can be done to provide effective care and treatment of children and young person with ACES. 

4.6 Third party services
The question of do you believe other third party organisations are dealing with young person correctly who have ACES. This has provided a 70% result to the answer no. 11% have replied with the answer yes. This shows that there is a lot of work to be done in people opinion from third part organisations relating to dealing ACES with young persons. This is a lower result from the 52% that believe police are dealing with people with ACES. This shows that police have a better understanding of people with ACES and even though they have a long way to go they are more advanced to deal with ACES. 

4.7 Awareness of ACES
A question asked is that of do you believe there is enough awareness around ACES. 
This has provided a 93% answer to no. This is not surprising due to the answers received during the questionnaire this has captured the opinion of all the recipients and shows that there is major work to be done to help those with ACES and to help stop children being a victim of more ACES. Police are highlighted to be doing more but this shows that there needs to be more awareness of ACES to help people make more effective decisions when dealing with children and young person with ACES.  




4.8 Conclusion
In conclusion the questionnaire which was distributed has identified that there is not enough awareness around ACES. This questionnaire has also been responded to by mainly people in front line care dealing with young person’s It shows there is so much more work needed in making people aware of ACES and the detrimental effects they have on individuals. The research shows that police have come along way in dealing with ACES and the opinion is they are more effective at dealing with people with ACES than any other organisation. However the opinion is that they still have along way to go in dealing with persons with ACES effectively. This chapter has analysed all of the data received in the questionnaire which captures people’s opinions on ACES. The chapter to follow will concentrate on what can be done to help increase the awareness of ACES and then using this to help inform and educate all persons working with children and young persons with ACES.

Chapter 5 
Findings and conclusion 

5.1 introduction 
The previous chapter has analysed the data found in the study and it has then presented this in a format which can be understood by the reader. And has achieved the objective which was set. 
This chapter will be looking at the findings from the data collected and will be setting recommendations for the police forces to better deal with individuals effected by ACES. 

5.2 Main findings 

Throughout this dissertation there has been numerous findings which have been highlighted throughout. One of these findings is that people believe that there is not enough support for people with ACES and that there could be more done. People believe that the police are dealing with people with ACES more efficiently than other services such as the National Health Service, but also that there is a lot more work which needs to be done in order to be successful. 
There is more information being gathered in the last few years and this is being used to train and educate people, but we still have along way to come to support these individuals effectively. 
It is also highlighted that people do not know the severity of ACES and how many young children have experienced ACES and the detrimental effects it has on their health and resilience in later life. 

5.3 recommendations 
During this dissertation and the research that has been conducted, there has been numerous issues that have been identified which can be assisted with recommendations which have been revealed in this study. By creating this study it has allowed people to be aware of the issues around ACES and thus give exposure to the issues allowing work to be done to alleviate the impacts of ACES and to also try and prevent people from having ACES in the future.
The first recommendation that I have highlighted from this study is to engage with families when the children are of a young age and educate them around ACES and the impacts they have on children’s development. This will consist of long term support for the families to help break the chain of their children passing on ACES to their future children. This is a major undertaking but can be achieved if more support and funding is made available.  

The second recommendation would be to provide more education to everyone around ACES. This can be from public services to children in schools. This would allow the information to be shared with all areas of the United Kingdom and allow the issue to be discussed more freely. If children are aware of ACES and the detrimental effects they have, then they can speak to the parents about it and possibly educate them. The more that ACES are discussed the more chance that change can be implemented. 

The third recommendation  would be further training for public services such as police and social services. In the survey 52% believe that police are dealing with people with ACES effectively.  This shows that people are not trained efficiently enough to deal with ACES. If more training can be given to public services intervention can be put into place at an earlier date to reduce the effects of ACES in later life of the children. 

5.4 LIMITATIONS
The study which has been conducted and whilst doing so there has been a few limitations which have been highlighted. Due to the nature of  the topic it has been difficult to ascertain information from people due to the potentially triggering nature.  I do not know if people have suffered from ACES personally and persons may not want to answer the questions if they have had personal experiences themselves. This has had to be managed by a anonymous questionnaire so that the person cannot be identified.
Another limitation was that there has been a short time scale for the data to be collected. This has resulted in lower numbers than I initially wanted for the research this has limited the results as there has been a smaller pool to pull the data from. 

5.5 Further research 
The data that I have collaborated through the research conducted was from a small percentage of the population. This mainly consisted of police officers and a small handful of other public service workers. This did not give a varied opinion of which I would have gathered if the data conducted with the general population. This was due to the amount of time which was allowed for the research to be compiled. If there was further research conducted at another time with the general population, the results could potentially change. If further research was to be conducted there is the potential to narrow the questions and ascertain the effects of ACES and speak to people who have experienced ACES to ascertain a more personal response. This could lead to more detailed research and further the understanding of ACES.

Further research is to be conducted with families who are at risk due to the ACES. It could also cause detrimental effects if they are advised how to live their lives and be aware of the effects their lifestyle has on their children. The subject would need to be approached with sensitivity however,  not to initiate negative behaviour which can impact the family. 

5.6 achievements of the objectives
The objective of the dissertation was to investigate the following objectives
The study of todays policing compared to previous decades and is it having a positive effect on children with ACES.
This objective was achieved by firstly conducting a literature review.  This was looking for previous research which had been constructed about ACES and their effects. The research that had been conducted was relating to ACES in a recent time frame and there had not been a lot conducted from decades ago. This objective looked at this and showed that there has been a recent spike in research being conducted which shows the impact of ACES.

Another objective was 
To investigate if there are Improvements to be made by the police and other organisations when dealing with children who are involved or are indirectly involved with crime.
This was conducted via a survey online. This accumulated data onto a graph where the results could be easily understood. The results showed that that police are dealing with people with ACES effectively compared to other services but people believe there are many improvements to be made. 

To also establish if children are now more at risk from accumulating ACES (adverse childhood experiences) due to their connection of crime
This has been achieved with research conducted. The research showed that we are more aware of ACES now compared to previous decades and children are more at risk of developing ACES now due to the amount of environmental factors

5.7Self reflection
This research has provided this dissertation with information and details regarding ACES and the detrimental impacts it has on people. The dissertation has the aim of answering if there are improvements to be made to how the police deal with people with ACES. It is believed that this study has provided a better understanding for everyone who has participated in the study and who will also read this document. It will also help people to understand the issue that ACES has on the individuals growth and future health and also how ACES are then passed on to their children due to environmental impact factors. This dissertation has had a lot of difficulties to be compiled due to the lack of awareness for ACES and the lack of research in previous years. It has allowed me to develop my time management to complete the objectives on time and allowed myself to use different tools such as creating surveys online. 

5.8 Conclusion 
The conclusion of this dissertation has shown that there is a lack of information around ACES and the effects that they have on people later on in life. I have maintained a non-opinionated view whilst conducting the research around ACES and their effects on people. There is a lot more research that can be conducted around the issue and this can be conducted in the future. This would allow for greater understanding of the problem that ACES cause and the detrimental effects on society. This dissertation has raised awareness with all those involved which will in turn contribute to limiting the effects ACES have in the future. 
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Q1 how would you best describe yourself.
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
 
male 
 
female 
 
prefer not to say

	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	male 
	51.85%
	14

	female 
	44.44%
	12

	prefer not to say
	3.70%
	1

	other 
	0.00%
	0

	TOTAL
	
	27


	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	
	

	and under
	3.85%
	
	1

	21-25
	19.23%
	
	5

	26-35
	53.85%
	
	14

	36-45
	15.38%
	
	4

	46+
	7.69%
	
	2

	Total Respondents: 26
	
	
	 


Q2 what is your current age
	Answered: 26 	Skipped: 1
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Q3 What is your ethnicity? (Please select all that apply.)
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	American Indian or Alaskan Native
	3.70%
	1

	Asian or Pacific Islander
	0.00%
	0

	Black or African American
	0.00%
	0

	Hispanic, Latino/a, or of Spanish origin
	0.00%
	0

	White / Caucasian
	96.30%
	26

	Prefer not to answer
	0.00%
	0

	Other (please specify)
	0.00%
	0

	Total Respondents: 27
	
	 


	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
















Q4 please state your current or previous occupation (if applicable)
	Answered: 26 	Skipped: 1

Q5 how long have you been employed in that position
	Answered: 26 	Skipped: 1
 
1-5
 years
 
5-10
 
10-20
 
20-30


	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	1-5 years
	65.38%
	17

	5-10
	19.23%
	5

	10-20
	11.54%
	3

	20-30
	3.85%
	1

	30+
	0.00%
	0

	TOTAL
	
	26

	
	
	








Q6 Do you believe that ACES have a negative impact on a child's development
	Answered: 26 	Skipped: 1
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	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	
	

	Yes
	84.62%
	
	22

	No
	11.54%
	
	3

	don't know
	3.85%
	
	1

	Total Respondents: 26
	
	
	 







Q7 A UK study in 2014 showed what percentage of people had at least 1 ACE
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
 
1-5
%
 
6-10
%
 
11-20
%
 
%
21-40
 
41-60
%
 
61-80
%
 
%
81-100

	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	1-5%
	3.70%
	1

	6-10%
	7.41%
	2

	11-20%
	7.41%
	2

	21-40%
	18.52%
	5

	41-60%
	22.22%
	6

	61-80%
	33.33%
	9

	81-100%
	7.41%
	2

	TOTAL
	
	27




Q8 what classifies as an ACE
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
 
Physical abuse
 
Emotional Abuse
 
Living with
 
someone
 
who abused
 
drugs

 all of the above
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	Physical abuse
	3.70%
	1

	Sexual Abuse
	0.00%
	0

	Emotional Abuse
	7.41%
	2

	Living with someone who abused drugs
	3.70%
	1

	Living with someone who abused alcohol
	0.00%
	0

	Exposure to domestic violence
	0.00%
	0

	Living with someone who has gone to prison
	0.00%
	0

	Living with someone with serious mental illness
	0.00%
	0

	Losing a parent through divorce, death or abandonment
	0.00%
	0

	all of the above
	85.19%
	23

	TOTAL
	
	27






Q9 do you believe that if a child experiences ACES this can effect their health later in life
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
 
Yes
 
No
 
m
a
ybe

	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	Yes
	77.78%
	21

	No
	3.70%
	1

	maybe
	18.52%
	5

	TOTAL
	
	27








Q10 if a child is subjected to ACES such as witnessing family members in and out of prison are they more likely to become offenders themselves
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
 
Yes
 
No
 
dont know

	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	Yes
	70.37%
	19

	No
	11.11%
	3

	dont know
	18.52%
	5

	TOTAL
	
	27


	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	
	

	0-24%
	40.74%
	
	11

	25-49%
	40.74%
	
	11

	50-74%
	11.11%
	
	3

	75-100%
	7.41%
	
	2

	Total Respondents: 27
	
	
	 


Q11 what percentage of children under the age of 6 have or are recieving treatment for ACES
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
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Q12 a survey in 2021 found how many child protection referrals were made a day in england and wales due to domestic abuse
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
 
101-200
 
201-300
 
301-400
 
401-500
 
501+

	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	0-100
	0.00%
	0

	101-200
	18.52%
	5

	201-300
	22.22%
	6

	301-400
	25.93%
	7

	401-500
	7.41%
	2

	501+
	25.93%
	7

	TOTAL
	
	27









Q13 do you believe you have been subjected to an ACE as a child
	Answered: 26 	Skipped: 1
 
Yes
 
No

	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	Yes
	30.77%
	8

	No
	69.23%
	18

	prefer not to say
	0.00%
	0

	TOTAL
	
	26





Q14 do you believe there is enough support for people or children effected by ACES
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
 
Yes
 
No
 
dont know

	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	Yes
	14.81%
	4

	No
	62.96%
	17

	dont know
	22.22%
	6

	TOTAL
	
	27









Q15 do you believe that more can be done to support people with ACES
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
 
Yes
 
No
 
don't know

	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	Yes
	81.48%
	22

	No
	3.70%
	1

	don't know
	14.81%
	4

	TOTAL
	
	27





Q16 do you believe police are dealing with young individuals correctly in relation to ACES
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
 
Yes
 
No
 
don't know

	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	Yes
	51.85%
	14

	No
	29.63%
	8

	don't know
	18.52%
	5

	TOTAL
	
	27









Q17 do you believe other third party organisations are dealing with young persons correctly who have ACES
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
 
Yes
 
No
 
don't know

	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	Yes
	11.11%
	3

	No
	70.37%
	19

	don't know
	18.52%
	5

	TOTAL
	
	27






Q18 Do you believe there is enough awareness around ACES
	Answered: 27 	Skipped: 0
 
Yes

 No
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES
	

	Yes
	7.41%
	2

	No
	92.59%
	25

	don't know
	0.00%
	0

	TOTAL
	
	27











Q19 in your own opinion what can be done to prevent more children being victims of ACES
	Answered: 20 	Skipped: 7
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Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      


	NAME: 
Samuel Richards
	STUDENT ID No.: 
2016442

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
 The study of todays policing compared to previous decades and is it having a positive effect on children with ACES
INTRODUCTION:

The reason for this topic is to investigate if there are Improvements made by the police and other organisations when dealing with children who are involved or are indirectly involved with crime. To also establish if children are now more at risk from accumulating ACES (adverse childhood experiences) due to their connection of crime

Children seem to be ever more likely to be connected to crime and also there is a higher percentage chance they will commit crime when they are older if they have accumulated many ACES over their time as a child. 

ACES can be accumulated for simple things as parents relationships breaking down and them having a single parent, this study will highlight if there is a higher risk of that child  committing crime later in life and to also find out what actions are being taken on by the police to reduce the impact. 






	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The information I want to collect whilst researching this topic is that of 

· Are children more likely to reoffend if they have accrued ACES at a young age 
· What are police and other agencies doing to reduce the impact of a child having ACES 
· What have police done in the past to reduce the impact of a child having ACES
· What are police doing to reduce children  reoffending when older.


The steps that I am going to take to research my question is to Review the literature relating to children with ACES and interactions with police and other agencies.  

I am also going to speak to child protection services within South Wales Police to ascertain their interactions with children and how they reduce the effects of ACES and to also reduce the chances of reoffending. 

I am also going to research what other organisations do to reduce the chances of children reoffending at an older age. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Some of the ley literature I am going to use whilst researching this question is from many websites from different police forces across the UK to establish if other forces are dealing with the issues different and if they are effective or not.

I will also be looking at journals written by proofessionals in the fields I am researching to ascertain the statistics of the impact ACES have on children.

I will also be researching organisational strategy place such as NSPCC and how they are tackling the issues around children with ACES

There are many facilities online where research has been carried out which shows the statistics of children with ACES passing on problems to their children and the chances of this causing them to become offenders is numerous and I will be looking at this evidence and comparing it. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research methods I am going to do is that   of research on the internet due to to volume of research around this issue is great and I can easily compare that. 
I will also going to visit the child protection unit in South Wales Police as their tackle the issue head on and have the most knowledge around the issue. 

I believe these methods of research are best suited due to the knowledge and experiences that they have 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target sample of this issue will be to seek the perspective of experts who deal with this directly to gain their point of view. I will also speak to members of the public to gain their perception on what they think is happening as this will give me a broader view of what is actually happening in our communities. With this research I believe this will give me the most information around the subject to formulate my own perception.
To obtain this I will be giving out a questionnaire which will remain anonymous. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

At this time I do not believe there will be any ethical issues around the subject but I will keep this in  mind when conducting my research. 


	TIME SCALE:

I believe the research can be conducted in around 3 months and then to formulate all information collected this will take a further 3 months to complete. 
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application


SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	Full Name:
	

	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	UWTSD


	Campus:
	Swansea


	E-mail address:
	
2016442@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	Contact Telephone Number:
	07908008662


	For students:

	Student Number:
	2016442

	Programme of Study:
	Professional police practice 

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Christopher Richards






SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	Date

	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☒	

	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	Other (write in)

	☐	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice

	☒
	
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	

	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared.as part of this collaboration.

	Institution
	


	Contact person name
	


	Contact person e-mail address

	

	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Is your research externally funded
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	Indicative title:
	The study of todays policing compared to previous decades and is it having a positive effect on children with ACES


	Proposed start date:
	28/09/2022
	Proposed end date:
	27/06/2023

	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	Purpose of Research Activity

The reason for this topic is to investigate if there are Improvements made by the police and other organisations when dealing with children who are involved or are indirectly involved with crime. To also establish if children are now more at risk from accumulating ACES (adverse childhood experiences) due to their connection of crime

Children seem to be ever more likely to be connected to crime and also there is a higher percentage chance they will commit crime when they are older if they have accumulated many ACES over their time as a child. 

ACES can be accumulated for simple things as parents relationships breaking down and them having a single parent, this study will highlight if there is a higher risk of that child  committing crime later in life and to also find out what actions are being taken on by the police to reduce the impact. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	Research Question
The study of todays policing compared to previous decades and is it having a positive effect on children with ACES



(this box should expand as you type)

	Aims of Research Activity

SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The information I want to collect whilst researching this topic is that of 

•	Are children more likely to reoffend if they have accrued ACES at a young age 
•	What are police and other agencies doing to reduce the impact of a child having ACES 
•	What have police done in the past to reduce the impact of a child having ACES
•	What are police doing to reduce children  reoffending when older.





(this box should expand as you type)

	Objectives of Research Activity

The steps that I am going to take to research my question is to Review the literature relating to children with ACES and interactions with police and other agencies.  

I am also going to speak to child protection services within South Wales Police to ascertain their interactions with children and how they reduce the effects of ACES and to also reduce the chances of reoffending. 

I am also going to research what other organisations do to reduce the chances of children reoffending at an older age. 



(this box should expand as you type)

	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.

	
The target sample of this issue will be to seek the perspective of experts who deal with this directly to gain their point of view. I will also speak to members of the public to gain their perception on what they think is happening as this will give me a broader view of what is actually happening in our communities. With this research I believe this will give me the most information around the subject to formulate my own perception.
To obtain this I will be giving out a questionnaire which will remain anonymous. 
(this box should expand as you type)




	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	
Swansea
(this box should expand as you type)

	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	N/A


(this box should expand as you type)


	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   

	NO
	☒

	
	YES
	☐

	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	Will the research activity include:
	
YES
	
NO

	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	Use of diaries?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) in this box and tick the accompany box.
	☐
	☒

	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 



SECTION G: Intended Participants
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.

	☐
	☒

	Other – please indicate here:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	How many participants are expected?

	I believe there will be between 20- 40 participants


(this box should expand as you type)

	Who will the participants be?

	Police officers, members of other organisations, members of the public.
All members will be over 18


(this box should expand as you type)

	How will you identify the participants?
	
Each person will be allocated a number to not allow for their personal date to be shared.

(this box should expand as you type)





	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	


(this box should expand as you type)



	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	


(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

	Yes 
	☒

	
	No
	☒

	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	Risk to Participant:

Emotional distress 

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant

I will first start by saying what the questionnaire is about and what it entails.

I will explain thoroughly what ACES are and how they are categorised

I will help support the individual by speaking to them afterwards if they have any questions regarding ACES afterwards.

(this box should expand as you type)

	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	Risk to Investigator:

N/A

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:

N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	Risk to University:

N/A

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to University:

N/A

(this box should expand as you type)



	Disclosure and Barring Service

	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐





SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
I will be obtaining all feedback from all participants to which I will analyse to construct my dissertation.  
I will give each participant my phone number and email address if they wish to find out the results.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
I will explain everything thoroughly to each individual and I will gain consent from them to do so before the information is gathered.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
All results from each individual will remain confidential and their anonymity will be maintained throughout.

(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.
	☐
	X☐

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	
☐
	
X☐

	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)


	
Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	The information will be kept on my laptioip to which I have sole access to protected by a passsword

(this box should expand as you type)

	All Data Storage

	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
Only myself 

(this box should expand as you type)

	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	Only myself 


(this box should expand as you type)

	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	N/A


(this box should expand as you type)

	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)

	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐

	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐





SECTION K: Declaration
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	Signature of applicant:
	Samuel Richards 
	Date:
21/10/2022




For STUDENT Submissions:
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

	☐

	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration






	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.



STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit  this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.

This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/ 



Application Process

All staff research projects and all research students must submit the Ethical Approval Form to the University Research Ethics Committee via the Academic Office (pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk).   Staff research directly in relation to personal study for taught undergraduate or Masters programmes should be submitted via the Institute procedures explained below.

Taught masters and taught undergraduate research Ethical Approval Forms are considered within Institutes.  Institutes will provide details of the specific processes for this.  Where the Ethical issues within any single ethical application are of particular concern the Institute will refer these to the University Research Ethics Committee.   Any student activity that involves the collection of primary data needs to undergo Ethical approval, this includes assignment work as well as dissertations.   



Notes for guidance in completion of this form

Section A:  About You
Please complete all relevant sections

Section B:  Approval for research activity
Research proposals must be approved in principle before applying for Ethical Approval.  The proposal approval only becomes final when the ethical approval is received.  

The process for proposal approval varies according the individual and programme of study:
· Research students, by application on form PG1 to the Research Degrees Committee
· Taught students by review of research proposal within Institutes (Institutes provide specific details of these processes)
· Staff, by agreement by the Academic Director/Assistant Dean

Section C:  External Ethical Guidance materials
Many discipline areas are required to operate with the discipline specific codes of research ethics (for example health, psychology, education etc.), any such codes must be listed and you must tick to confirm that you have consulted with these.

Section D:  External Collaborative Research Activity
Provide details of the external collaborative partners, where appropriate you might want to submit a copy of the external collaboration agreement with the Ethical Approval Form.  If the partner requires the research to be subject to its own internal Ethical approval process then please provide details of that process and a copy of any final (or interim) approvals received from the organisation.

Section E:  Details of Research Activity
Remember that the individuals reviewing this Ethical Approval Form may not have seen your research proposal, and also may not be experts in the specific area of your research.  The information provided should therefore be jargon free and clearly stated.
Indicative Title:  please use the same title as used on the research proposal.
Purpose:  the Ethical approval process will want to ensure that the methods you propose are adequate and appropriate to address the research aims and objectives.  Excessive additional data collection can be seen as unethical.
Proposed Methods:  the Ethical approval process seeks to ensure that you understand the methods that are intended, and that the implementation of those methods will be appropriate and without unnecessary impact on respondents.  This section must explain how the methods described will lead to the collection of necessary and sufficient data, but not excessive data.  Please be specific.
Location:  this needs to mention geographical location and also local situation (for example, within Local Authority Offices in Cardiff, using a private room but close to other individuals).  If you are collecting data within an organisational setting then you need to explain the permissions that you have obtained to do this.
Research Activity outside of the UK:  please complete this section in detail, and note any guidance you have received.  Also describe your own familiarity (or not) with the location that you will be utilising.

Section F:  Scope of Research Activity
Please tick ALL of the research activities that might be undertaken.   If any additional types of activity are intended then please add an extra box and describe these.
If you have answered no to all questions in F then sections G and J do not need to be completed.  Section H should be considered, and may be completed.  Signatures are still required in section K.

Section G:  Intended Participants
Please tick all categories that might apply.
Numbers & Source:  if you are using a series of different methods or research activities please list numbers for each stage/phase.  Be clear about how you will find respondents.   Will you use intermediaries, and if so how?  How will you ensure compliance with your sampling strategy?
Information for participants:  all participants should be appropriately informed about the research, what is expected of them and what will happen to the information that they provide.  The Ethical review process does not ask to see this documentation, but requires this to be reviewed and approved by the Director of Studies in the case of research students, the supervisor/module tutor in relation to students on taught programmes and the Academic Director/Assistant Dean in relation to staff research.

Section H:  Anticipate Risks
All research carries some level of risk.  The answers you provide to questions in this section will be reviewed to ensure that you have an appropriate understanding of the type of risks involved and how you can mitigate against these risks. If you have completed a full risk assessment, as required for example for laboratory work, field work, clinical tests, diving operations, or by a collaborative partner, you may append that to this form.  In that case, please tick the box indicating this has been provided.  You will not then be required to complete Section H.
Risk to participants   Think very carefully about how your actions/questions/discussions might affect the people you are involving as participants.  You might identify the risk as small but it would still be a risk.  Many types of question have the potential to make respondents less content with their life / job; you need to recognise and try to ameliorate any such effects
If these are business owners, time with you may reduce profit.  
In some locations physical risk is very real to both participants and yourself, please consider this.
Risk to you, the researcher   Think about where you will meet people, if there are any dangers involved in the location.  If you are meeting people as individuals think about using a public place.  In general do not visit people in their own homes or remote locations.  If you are talking to individuals about certain issues think about how their responses might affect you emotionally.  What about the risk of collecting insufficient data?
Risk to the University   When undertaking your research, you are acting as a member of the University (student or staff).  Professionalism is important, so it is important to be well organised and well prepared. Punctuality, clarity etc. are all part of this.  What will you do to ensure this?  You must ensure you do not harm the good name of the University in any way and do nothing to undermine the reputation of the research it conducts and sponsors.  Upholding high standards of conduct and integrity are vital in this regard. You must also conduct the research in such a way to minimise the potential for claims of negligence made against the University, its researchers and any collaborating individual or organisation. In this respect you should always comply with ethical, legal and professional frameworks, obligations and standards as required by statutory and regulatory authorities, as well as the university’s Research Integrity and Ethics Code of Practice.  Research misconduct in this respect can take many forms, including:
· fabrication: making up results or other outputs (eg, artefacts) and presenting them as if they were real
· falsification: manipulating research processes or changing or omitting data without good cause
· plagiarism: using other people’s material without giving proper credit
· failure to meet ethical, legal and professional obligations: for example failure to declare competing interests; misrepresentation of involvement or authorship; misrepresentation of interests; breach of confidentiality; lack of informed consent; misuse of personal data; and abuse of research subjects or material
· improper dealing with allegations of misconduct: failing to address possible infringements such as attempts to cover up misconduct and reprisals against whistle-blowers

Adverse Outcomes.  Think carefully about the possibilities, and cover here

Section I:  Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
Feedback to participants:  outline your approach.   Will interview transcripts be shared with respondents to check accuracy?  Will summaries of questionnaire analysis be made available to respondents in some way?   Will an overview report be provided?  How and when?
Informed consent:   Draft letter / e-mail / or heading (or footer) section of questionnaire must be approved by DoS/supervisor (if research student), supervisor/module tutor if taught student, or Academic Director / Assistant Dean if a member of staff.
Confidentiality/Anonymity.  Explain clearly how you will ensure confidentiality and anonymity.

Section J:  Data Protection and Storage
Before completing this section it is necessary to read the University’s Research Data Management information.   The questions that follow are designed to ensure compliance with the Data Protection Act as well as established research protocols.

Many research activities will involve electronic transfer of data and use of data management systems in the summarisation and analysis of data.  You will need to explain these in relation to compliance with the Data Protection Act.
Think carefully about who will have access to your data, this will include supervisors and examiners. Also that a thesis will be made available via the University library and the British Library system.  If you are seeking an access bar for a period of time after completion then mention it here.  If you will provide a copy of your findings, or intend to give a presentation, to a facilitating/ supporting/accessing organisation then explain that in this section.  But also think about the general principle of data sharing, as explained in the Research Data Management information.
In terms of storage of data please ensure security, and also mitigate against loss of data.

Section K:  Declaration
Ensure the appropriate countersignatures have been provided
Look carefully at the checklist and ensure that you comply with and tick all that are relevant to your research.
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