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SELF REFLECTION


“What I Wish I Had Known” is now the title of my major project film, a documentary to be exact, on how everything has changed because of a deadly virus. 

Since the month of February, I have been working on the pre-production of “Assente”, what was supposed to be a short dramatic movie about a recent college graduate who is struggling to cope with the ugly reality of being an adult. Although I had everything planned, from scouting the various locations to filling the risk assessment form, there was one thing I never thought would happen: A global pandemic. 

Unfortunately, a virus originated in China named COVID-19 has spread worldwide affecting millions of people and the World Health Organisation has declared the new coronavirus outbreak a pandemic; Governments around the world have been responding to it differently, coming with various strategies to best protect the country and its citizens. 
Wales in specific has decided to go on a lockdown, leaving my previous project unfinished and just like its title, is now literally absent. 

As I mentioned earlier the lockdown in the United Kingdom happened not so long after I completed the pre-production stage for Assente, and during that time in March I went to shoot the first scenes of the project with Alia, PeyGyn, Izzah and another friend of mine, Michelle, in Birmingham; without their help I wouldn’t be able to record anything, or even get the chance to have a practical use of the equipment, from directing the right position of the lights, camera angles and experiment with different lenses as well.

Since the university has temporarily closed, our classes have all been moved online and during my tutorials I have been trying to come up with a new idea for my major project, however it hasn’t been easy at the beginning; I guess it was part of the creative process. I tried to find some inspiration but the ideas I had seemed to be too cliché or boring, to the point where I couldn’t present anything during my tutorial sessions. After almost one month of brainstorming ideas without presenting any concrete progress, I came across a video on Facebook, whereby people in Italy were recording themselves doing various activities during the quarantine and it inspired me to produce a documentary film instead, totally in contrast with Assente, which was supposed to be a fictional short movie.

After introducing the idea to Dr Matt during the online tutorial and getting the support and motivation to continue with it, I started asking a few friends from different parts of the world to help me with my project and send me a video of themselves describing how they are doing during the lockdown. The concept behind this project is just like a “time capsule” video, where the current self is referring to the old self, firstly by explaining how the circumstances are right now, to describing the usual daily routine. 

What I found quite challenging is the post-production stage. As I do not have much of experience and the skills to edit videos, it was even harder for me to figure out how to assemble and modify the clips I had, using the software called “Adobe Premiere Pro”. 

Throughout the post-production stage, I realized how difficult the job of an editor is. It takes a lot of time and patience to just compile video and audio together, not forgetting about the sound effect or captions and the other edits which takes a lot of creativity as well. Having to use a new editing software I was not familiar with made it challenging and I admit that at first, I was struggling with just adding the legacy title on top of the clips or creating the type-writer effect for instance but thanks to platforms like Youtube, where you can find video tutorials for free, I was able to follow the instructions step by step. It was also thanks to Harraz and Ed who taught me how to smooth out the edits, especially with the sound system and background music, because it was too loud and would cover the interviewees’ voices.

Another crucial part in this main project was the feedback I received from my friends, but especially Dr Matt, who guided me from start to finish and gave me inputs and ideas that were really helpful in assembling every piece of it. 

The realization of my video project certainly wouldn’t be complete before the submission deadline if it wasn’t for the help of my friends who hugely contributed to this; in fact, without their clips I wouldn’t have anything in my hands and be stuck at the start.

To recap, from the first tutorial with my mentor, I have had multiple ideas and concepts for this major project and since the first title I came up with, “Last Minute” turns out that my ideas always happen to appear to me at the end: that is how I came up with What I Wish I had known. 
In conclusion,  I believe that one’s creative process require their own timing, and it is very important to do what makes you happy, quoting my lecturer, because a work made with passion, no matter how challenging it can be, will feel a lot easier and enjoyable. 
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