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ABSTRACT

The Zhouyi [ 5, a divination text in ancient China, employs divinatory prognostications such
as ji 7 (auspicious), xiong X (ominous), hui % (regret), lin % (stinted) and wujiu &4
(without trouble) in its hexagrams and line texts, serving as the predictive terms for the future
outcomes. The recurring appearance of wujiu strongly implies its significance as one of the key
research topics in Zhouyi prognostication studies. Nevertheless, following the systematic
interpretation of the prognostications introduced by the author of Xici % &%, one of the
canonical commentaries of Yijing 5, &, subsequent Confucian scholars have relied on this
commentary to elaborate on hexagram and line texts reading, setting aside the exploration of
the original meaning and the conditions of wujiu. Therefore, this dissertation focuses on wujiu
using the received text of the hexagram and line verses in the Zhouyi. It begins by tracing the
ancient meaning of wujiu, referencing pre-Qin texts and commentaries of wujiu from scholars
throughout history. It further analyses the relationship between wujiu and line positions 321z,
as well as the conditions under which wujiu can be met. Through studying the definition of
wujiu, it becomes apparent that ‘good at repairing mistakes’ 3241 is not the definition of
wujiu but rather one of its requirements. Apart from that, wujiu also requires precarious
initiation [E4A, maintaining equilibrium 5F, and preventing complacency 7 throughout

the entire progression of events.
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