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The English Legal System is a common law system that is operated by both England and Wales. This legal system combines the passing of legislation and moreover develops precedents with the help of case laws. Common law inheritance is the main characteristic of this legal system. The study will form a discussion on the UK common law and would explain the common law principles. This will be followed by a discussion of civil law and the contrast between common and civil law. With that, the study would also discuss the history of the common law and the examples of common law working. 
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The common law in the UK is the law that is declared mainly by the Judges. These laws are mainly derived from precedent and custom. Hence, common law in the UK is a judge-made law which is primarily based on traditions and precedent (Albert Roland Kiralfy & Mary Ann Glendon, 2018). While the legality of any case is decided, the judges are allowed to make use of past decisions that have been made in similar cases. For instance, the power of the Royal Prerogative is now being exercised by the Prime Minister. 
The common law in the UK mainly includes the principle of freedom of contract that offers that the parties have the freedom to decide on their agreement terms. Here, one exception prevails which indicates that all the agreements must be legally possible or lawful (gov.uk, 2023). This indicates that the agreement should not be opposite to what common law states. 
Moreover, with the English Legal system, the Judges have greater authority and more power to interpret the law. However, the judges are also bound by the precedent. The judgment is said to contain the facts of any case, and the reason for the decisions including the legal positions. Here, the reason for the decision is said to be the ratio and ratio tends to set a profound precedent for all the lower courts (ICLR, 2018). Judges hence develop the common law through the delivery of several written judgements regarding the cases. 
[bookmark: _xxn3fzsm1ir0][bookmark: _Toc129294126]What is civil law?
Civil law has the main aim to deal with several disputes among organisations and individuals. Many times, civil law cases include agreements or compensation or judgment that are more often linked with finances. Mostly, civil law cases are filed by parties who work privately and the government tends to file criminal cases (Miller & Nicolson, 2023). The common civil law in the UK includes Personal injury cases like medical negligence, road accidents, workplace accidents and so on. This also includes employment laws such as unfair discrimination and dismissal. Hence, civil law in a country is mainly concerned with the private matters of the citizens and it is of four types such as family relations, property, civil wrongs or contracts. 
With that, civil law is a well-organised, comprehensive, adaptable primary legislative system. It reflects the clear expression of duties and rights to make all the remedies self-evident. Civil laws are made in such a way that it is simple to understand and easily accessible to all the citizens of the country (Postema, 2019). Civil laws are henceforth based on categories, concepts as well as rules. These laws are present in almost all of the continents and are mostly influenced by the local culture or customs. Along with that, civil laws are updated continually and the countries that have civil laws continuously tend to update their legal codes. Many a time, civil law is known as Roman law, the civil code of the system and continental law. 
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The following table will highlight the contrast between the two systems-common law and civil law: 
	Common Law
	Civil Law

	It is not codified.
	It is a codified set of laws. 

	It has got binding judicial precedents. 
	The judicial precedents in civil law are not binding.

	Here, the rulings are made by the judges along with setting precedents and moderating between the two parties.
	The role of the judges is mainly to develop the facts of cases. Based on the cases, they are to apply relevant provisions related to the applicable code. 

	The main source of common law is case law or judicial precedents. 
	Here, the main sources include subsidiary legislations and statutes. 

	It is known as an adversarial system. 
	It is known as an inquisitorial system.


Table 1: Contrast between common law and civil law
Evaluation: From the above contrast between common law and civil law, it has been found that both are different and work on different principles. The main difference between the two is that the common law is uncodified whereas the civil law is codified (uk.practicallaw, 2023). The common law on one hand is a compilation of statutes and principles that are linked to legal principles whereas the nations that follow civil law have an updated framework of legal principles. Moreover, the two legal systems are completely different from each other in terms of the role of the legislator as well. In common law, the courts have the responsibility to establish the law, whereas in civil law the court implements the already established laws. Therefore, in the common law system, the courts provide proper guidance to dispute the issues of the parties apart from deciding the dispute (World Bank, 2016). Moreover, in common laws, the court also offers guidance on resolving similar issues in the future. However, in civil laws, the primary role of the court is to decide for particular cases where the court applies as well as interprets certain legal norms. 
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English common law first originated in the King's court in the early middle ages. Back in time, the common law was only considered a procedural remedy that lacked substantive rights. Until the 19th century, the common law in England continued to develop mainly by the Judges and not by the legislature (gov.uk, 2023). Hence, common law is said to be a system of law that is mainly based on certain recorded judicial precedents and it came to be known as common law as it was applied and applicable equally across the country. This common law was mainly developed during the Norman Conquest of 1606. The body of the rules was developed in the North of Europe and all other local customs used to govern most of the cases. During that time, the Church played a major role in the proceedings of the government and all kinds of crimes were considered as wrong and used to be called public crimes instead of personal matters (uk. practical law, 2023). In the later years, common law got upgraded and came to be known as the foundation of commercial economics.
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Human Rights Act 1998: One of the key examples of the common law is the human rights act 1998 which mainly informed the citizen of the UK about their rights and responsibilities. It is the legislation that indicates the fundamental rights of the people of the UK and provides the freedom that they are entitled in society. Under this act, an individual in the UK can pursue a legal case on human rights in the UK. 
Contract Act 1999: Contract Act 1999 is the common law of the UK which prohibits the breaches of the contract between two or more people in the UK. As per the law, a contract is valid when two or more individuals agreed to the same decision in a verbal or written way. This act is applicable when one or two parties breach the contract in the UK environment. As per this act, a contract is considered as a breach of the contract if one party is unable to maintain the same adhocracy in the contract process. 
Civil Liability Act 2018: Civil Liability Act 2018 is the common law that provides support to the people of the UK on the changes in the personal injury compensation system (Legislation, 2018). This legal system reduces the cost and number of compensation in the business to claim the injury. The personal injury discount rate has been set under this common law of the UK. 
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The study was based on the English legal system where the common law has been discussed. The history of common law has been included in the study and a general overview of common law along with its characteristics has been discussed. The study has also included discussions on civil law and its aspects. This has been followed by a discussion of the difference between common law and civil law. The study has also included examples related to the common law that is used in practice.  
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