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Domesday Bibliography
Primary Sources
These works comprise or complement the Domesday Book and provide hints to how and when the data was collected and compiled. Other texts should not be overlooked, but their relevance to Domesday can be considered as secondary to the ‘core’. See Roffe for a discussion of associated texts and later Medieval ‘Domesdays’ [footnoteRef:1]. [1:  David Roffe, Domesday: The Inquest and the Book (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), pp. 101–17.] 

Great Domedsay Book (GDB)
Comprising forty-seven quires with 383 folios, ruled evenly with two columns, “by far the most accomplished of the Domesday manuscripts” [footnoteRef:2]. It was predominantly written by one scribe, with subsequent ‘correcting’ scribe [footnoteRef:3]. It is written in a book hand that has been identified in Norman in character, a trait it shares with two folios of Liber Exoniensis, and a connection with Durham has been speculated. Roffe describs the main scribe as likely a northerner and conversant, if nor natively fluent, in English, while Harvey suggests a Lotharingian connection, possibly via his teacher, by looking at other works likely by his hand [footnoteRef:4][footnoteRef:5].  [2:  David Roffe, Decoding Domesday (Woodbridge, Suffolk: Boydell Press, 2007), p. 41.]  [3:  Roffe, Domesday, p. 73.]  [4:  Roffe, Domesday, p. 73.]  [5:  Sally Harvey, Domesday: Book of Judgement, First edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), p. 103.] 

The work is diligent, full of corrections and additions, though this is inconsistent between counties, presumably as it was done over a long period of time by a single individual with some occasional support and using the collected notes of those who did the surveys in different styles and levels of intricacy. 
Little Domesday Book (LDB)
Comprising 450 folios detailing Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk, this work was compiled by seven scribes. Its “quirks” of spelling and devoicing of terminal consonants suggest they came from Continental Europe, although they were clearly proficient in English [footnoteRef:6]. Occasionally, names are listed in a “seemingly haphazard” order [footnoteRef:7] and “no attempt was made to group manorial appurtenances” [footnoteRef:8], contrasting with the meticulous nature of the Great Domesday. While thorough in many respects, there is uncertainty about when many of the entries were dates as “it is difficult to determine whether the information given refers to 1066, 1086, some intermediate date, or all three”[footnoteRef:9]. [6:  Roffe, Domesday, p. 89.]  [7:  Roffe, Domesday, p. 89.]  [8:  Roffe, Domesday, p. 91.]  [9:  Roffe, Domesday, p. 93.] 

Liber Exoniensis (Exon)
Comprising 522 folios detailing Wiltshire, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset and Somerset was “written by two main scribes and a dozen or so minor scribes (one being the main scribe of GDB)”[footnoteRef:10] with a continental influence in spelling suggesting Norman, rather than Anglo-Saxon, heritage. Scribes took over from one another between and, occasionally, within entries, demonstrating organised collaboration, a “business-like” hand [footnoteRef:11] and a level of professionalism, possible working under direction [footnoteRef:12][footnoteRef:13].  [10:  Roffe, Domesday, p. 95.]  [11:  Roffe, Decoding Domesday, p. 40.]  [12:  Roffe, Domesday, p. 97.]  [13:  Harvey, p. 95.] 

The text contains corrections and amendments and it is viewed as a series of working documents rather than a completed work, as with GDB. The work shares many similarities with GDB in terms of language, indicating a close relationship between the two, likely in part due to the influence of the ‘main scribe’ of GDB. Interestingly, errors in grammar “in Exon are often copied in GDB” [footnoteRef:14] and “whole lines [of Exon] are missed out; sometimes an entry that turns the page in Exon is not completed in Great Domesday” [footnoteRef:15]. Exon is a view into the process of creating the greater work of Domesday; as with the below-mentioned works it offers insight into the administrative and collaborative reality of a census of such enormous scope.  [14:  Roffe, Domesday, p. 97.]  [15:  Harvey, p. 95.] 

The Inquisitio Comitatus Cantabrigiensis (ICC)
This incomplete manuscript contains “a Domesday-like description of estates in Cambridgeshire” [footnoteRef:16]. Its “drastic economy of expression” and errors suggest it was copied in haste by an uncertain copyist, though it is comprehensive. Similarities between ICC and IE suggest a sharing or reuse of source material. [16:  Roffe, Domesday, p. 98.] 

The Inquistitio Eliensis (IE)
A compilation of sources, of which three manuscripts survive, on Ely and parts of Cambridgeshire and the surrounding areas. Its prologue claims to list the questions asked in the Domesday inquest, among other information. Parts of IE seem to be a synthesis of information from LDB or ICC and independent work, or a reuse or sharing of source material. 
Bath A
Sharing similarities to Exon in its accounts, though different in organisation, this work is suggested to be a precursor or earlier work than Exon, covering the same area and estates at a different time [footnoteRef:17]. The sources together allow for a more complete view of the areas surveyed and their early date means that their account may have been relevant to the compilation of the Domesday inquest.  [17:  Roffe, Domesday, p. 101.] 

Transcriptions and Untranslated Copies
The below texts are divided between two authors and represent two works that form a greater whole. Farley’s initial work brought Domesday forth into a form accessible by wider scholarly audience, and Ellis’ work added usability and reinstated omitted material. They are both significant in they allowed access to, and raised awareness of, a formerly obscure historical resource.
Farley, A (1783): Domesday Book, seu Liber Censualis Willelmi Primi Regis Angliae [footnoteRef:18] [18:  Domesday-Book, Seu Liber Censualis Willelmi Primi Regis Angliæ : Inter Archivos Regni in Domo Capitulari Westmonasterii Asseruatus, ed. by Abraham Farley, 4 vols (London, 1783).] 

This edition, published in four volumes between. 1783 and 1817 was ordered by “printed as nearly as possible to resemble the original” [footnoteRef:19], although in an edited form with neither and index nor “extraneous matter”[footnoteRef:20]. It is almost a typeset facsimile of the original work, containing scribal abbreviations and variant letterforms described by Roffe as being “relatively non-interpretative” [footnoteRef:21]. It is limited, though, by its lack of an index. Form volumes 1 and 2 with Ellis.  [19:  ‘Domesday Book.’, The Saturday Magazine; London, 17.517 (1840), 26–27.]  [20:  The National Archives, ‘Domesday Book - Domesday Legacy’ <http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/domesday-legacy.htm> [accessed 6 May 2018].]  [21:  Roffe, Decoding Domesday, p. 35.] 

Farley, A & Ellis, H (1816) Libri censualis, vocati Domesday-book, additamenta ex codic. Antiquiss. Exon' domesday, inquisitio Eliensis, liber Winton', Boldon book [footnoteRef:22] [22:  Libri Censualis, Vocati Domesday-Book, Additamenta Ex Codic. Antiquiss. Exon’ Domesday, Inquisitio Eliensis, Liber Winton’, Boldon Book, ed. by Abraham. Farley and Henry Ellis, Record Commissioners 6-7 (London, 1816).] 

Commissioned and written as a supplement to Farley’s text, Ellis’ additions of indices and materials pertaining to several West Country counties drawn from Exon and other sources completes and complements the first two volumes, combining Farley’s labour of love and Ellis’ experience as a librarian and antiquarian. This edition completes the Domesday as is largely understood today. 
James, H (1863) Domesday book; or, The great survey of England of William the Conqueror [footnoteRef:23] [23:  Henry James, Domesday Book: Or, The Great Survey of England of William the Conqueror AD MLXXXVI (Ordnance Survey Office, 1862), XXXI.] 

Produced by Ordinance Survey, this is the first photographical copy of Domesday, starting with Cornwall as a ‘pilot’, covering much of GDB, except for Kent, which was already produced using the most expensive process of lithography [footnoteRef:24].  [24:  Stephen Church, ‘The Exchequer Cloth, c. 1176-1832: The Calculator; the Game of Chess, and the Process of Photozincography’, 2012, p. 249.] 

Translated and modern day resources
Williams, A & Martin, G (2002) Domesday: A Complete Translation[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Domesday Book: A Complete Translation, ed. by Ann Williams and GH Martin (London: Penguin Books, 2002).] 

“A high quality colour facsimile of both Great and Little Domesday” [footnoteRef:26] as well as a translation into modern English, with an index and glossary. This edition, as with Farley & Ellis, allowed for greater academic access without the need to learn medieval Latin allowing researchers from wider fields to make use of the text, as well as furthering public interest in Domesday. To a researcher, its accessibility is a key feature.  [26:  Archives.] 

Hull Domesday Project[footnoteRef:27] [27:  ‘Hull Domesday Project’ <http://www.domesdaybook.net/home> [accessed 18 May 2018].] 

One of the earliest breakthroughs to allow quick searches using (then) modern technology. While initially accessed via bespoke software, the true legacy of this project was the creation of an electronic edition[footnoteRef:28] that can be searched and cross-referenced as a dataset by modern technology, allowing more flexibility than before.  [28:  J. Palmer, Electronic Edition of Domesday Book: Translation, Databases and Scholarly Commentary, 1086; Second Edition (UK Data Service, 2010).] 

Open Domesday[footnoteRef:29] [29:  A Powell-Smith and J. J. N Palmer, ‘Open Domesday’ <http://opendomesday.org/> [accessed 18 May 2018].] 

The “first free online copy of the Domeday Book”, using data gathered by the Hull Domesday Project, searchable by location. While more complex data searches are not possible, its ease of use and Google Maps integration makes it accessible to researchers performing quick historical searches of an area. 
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