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Rationale 
The purpose of this rationale is to discuss the validity of choosing e-safety as subject matter for a practitioner’s information leaflet as well as to examine the importance of e-safety within educational settings and the wider community.  One will consider the challenges brought by the implementation of the New Curriculum for Wales (2022) with its focus on cross curricular digital engagement (WG, 2020) as well as the disruptive impact created by Coronaviruses lockdowns.  Further context will be achieved by discussing the evolution of safeguarding policy over time with specific regard to policies responding to the death of Victoria Columbia. In addition, one will draw on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) and Uri Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory (1979) to discuss how effective policy has been in practice. Finally, one will discuss a positive future direction for e-safety within educational facilities and the wider community while referring to policy, theory and practice.
It would be pertinent to start by defining what is meant by the term safeguarding.  The NSPCC (2021, p. 1) describes it as:
The action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm. (This includes) protecting children from abuse and maltreatment, preventing harm to children’s health or development, ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and effective care (and) taking action to enable all children and young people to have the best outcomes. 
(NSPCC, 2021. P.1).
This varies in meaning from the term child protection, which refers to part of the safeguarding process, specifically “…… the activity which is undertaken to protect specific children who are suffering or are at risk of suffering significant harm as a result of abuse or neglect” (AWCPP, 2008, p.16).  All organisations that deal with children have a responsibility to keep them safe and there are established policies and procedures that need to be adhered to to make sure that this happens (Hobart and Frankle, 2009).
But this was not always the case, before the 19th Century there were no mechanisms in place regarding child protection (Unicef Canada, 2021). However, progress was made when the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) set out, for the first time, the fundamental human rights of protection (Amnesty International, 2021). This was reflected in the Children Act 1989, another influential piece of legislation which laid out in law that “the welfare of the child concerned is to be the court's paramount consideration” thus, establishing the rights of the child as being prominent (Children Act, 1989. P. 20). The Act also “put a duty on the local authority to provide services to children in need in their area, also, section 47 of the same Act requires local authorities to undertake enquiries if they believe a child has suffered or is likely to suffer significant harm” (HM Government, 2020, p. 6). Ergo, governmental and educational systems had a directive to establish robust safeguarding and child protection procedures (HM Government, 2020).
However, a report into the death of Victoria Climbie in 2000 by Lord Lambing (Lambing, 2003) stated that “while the legislative framework for safeguarding children set out in the Children Act 1989 was basically sound, there were serious weaknesses in the way in which it was interpreted, resourced and implemented (Collins and Foley, 2008, p. 219). The inquiry revealed that the child protection team missed at least 12 opportunities to protect Victoria (Batty, 2005).  Indeed, serious deficits existed in social work standards as well as working practices of the police and healthcare professionals. He also reported a breakdown in communication between agencies, deficits in supervisory relationships and senior management as well as highlighting the importance of listening to and believing children (Collins and Foley, 2008). The impact of poor multi-agency cooperation regarding child protection procedures was later confirmed by the AWCPP (2008), which stated that:
the protection of individual children from significant harm, as well as the broader requirement for safeguarding and promoting children’s welfare, depends fundamentally upon effective sharing of information, collaboration and understanding between agencies and professionals.
 (AWCPP, 2008, p. 36). 
[bookmark: _Hlk64653826]This links with Uri Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) Ecological Systems Theory (EST), which suggests that an unhealthy Mesosystem and Macrosystem where professionals do not cooperate with each other, hold different values and use different jargon can impede the process of chid protection and ultimately lead to the ability of the child to thrive being extinguished (Bates, 2019).  Munro (2011) concludes that in order to combat silo working practices it is important that professionals undertake joint child protection training to promote a shared understanding and familiarity of roles, procedures and individuals. The Children’s Act 2004 updated the Children’s Act 1989 and reinforced the idea of integrated child safeguarding services in every constituency (Collins and Foley, 2008).  These modern practices were actioned in the Every Child Matters Green paper (2003) which put a duty on practitioners and everyone in society to have responsibility for the safety of children in their care.   
The development of child safeguarding policy continued to be a high international priority. In 1989 the United Nation’s adopted The United Nations Convention on The Rights of The Child (UNCRC), which was the first international instrument to unequivocally acknowledge children as human beings with intrinsic rights (European Parliament, 2019).
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In fact, it was not until 2011 that the Welsh Government adopted the UNCRC as law under the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011, placing a responsibility on ministers to “have due regard to the UNCRC when developing or reviewing legislation and policy” (WG, 2014) (WG, 2019).  In practice, the UNCRC directive means that “……children and young people aged 18 and under, have the right to be safe, to play, to have an education, to be healthy and be happy” (WG, 2019. P. 1).  
All organisations that have contact with children have a duty of care to those children, in fact, “the development of protocols to supplement child protection procedures is a requirement of “Safeguarding Children: Working Together Under the Children Act 2004” (AWCPP Review Group, 2011). There are standardised safeguarding protocols in place across Wales which adhere to the All-Wales Child Protection Procedures and are overseen by the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board (LSCB). This is to ensure standardisation of practice so that all organisations working with children operate the same and jointly own protocols (AWCPP Review Group, 2001). The standardisation of safeguarding protocols enables effective, joint, partnership working and the achievement of constructive working relationships between professionals, (AWCPP, 2008, p.36). This correlates with Bronfenbrenner’s EST that informs us that strong links within the child’s Mesosystem and Macrosystem support systems with no deficits can underpin a child’s safeguarding and wellbeing outcomes (Bates, 2019).
In one’s own setting, a safeguarding policy and protocol is closely adhered to with biannual whole staff training (School A, 2019). A Designated Senior Person is responsible for making referrals to the Child Care assessment Team and whistle blowing procedures are established (School A, 2019).  Furthermore, child protection procedures are in place to safeguard children who are categorised as especially vulnerable such as asylum-seeking children and children at risk of radicalisation (School A, 2019).  
Unfortunately, children from all areas of society can suffer from abuse which can take the form of: 
sexual, physical and emotional abuse; neglect; domestic abuse, including controlling or coercive behaviour; exploitation by criminal gangs and organised crime groups; trafficking; online abuse; sexual exploitation and the influences of extremism leading to radicalisation
 (HM Government, 2018, p.9).  
School A acknowledges that “Children who are silenced cannot challenge violence and abuse perpetrated against them” (Lansdown, 2011, p.4).  Therefore, a whole school system to educate and empower children has been established through informative PSE lessons, and an embedded ethos where children are encouraged to talk to and are taken seriously by all members of staff (School A, 2019). This links with UNCRC Article 12 which states that “Children have the right to say what should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account” (Unicef, 2021, p.1).  It also mirrors Welsh Government guidance to advocate “embedding a culture where learners feel safe, secure and valued, promoting the UNCRC and seeking and listening to the voice of the child” (WG, 2019, p. 45). 
Currently there is an urgent need to focus on e-safety within educational settings and the wider community (WG, 2020).  The Coronavirus pandemic has compounded these issues by necessitating the move to online, blended learning while in lockdown (Appleton and Sidebotham, 2020).  Safeguarding challenges have evolved quickly with schools constantly having to update e-safety policies and procedures, also parents and students need to be made aware of their responsibility regarding accessing the internet safely, especially with regards to blended learning (Lloyd, 2020).   School A’s Acceptable User Policy (2020) states that it is good practice to engage learners with the development appropriate safeguarding policies, for instance, e-safety, after all, “if end-users feel they have ownership of the policy, they may be more likely to adhere to its contents” (Lloyd, 2020, p. 2).
In recent years society has increasingly evolved to embrace a digital existence, with socialisation, education, retail and other services increasingly accessed online (Megele, 2018).  Children now live a liminal existence, benefitting from all that the internet can provide, such as social media, apps and interactive video gaming as well as boundless educational and media opportunities (Carr-Gregg, 2012).  Unfortunately, children’s inexperience can make them prone to dangers online, those using social media can experience cyberbullying, negative self-image, inappropriate peer pressure, a constant need for attention and even grooming, sex abuse and radicalization (Megele, 2018).  In addition, children can be exposed to websites promoting pornography, self-harm, eating disorders and even suicide (YoungMinds, 2019).  Megele (2018) informs us that children can get involved or fall victim to cybercrime such as cyberstalking, sexting, gang crime, or threats of violence.  Furthermore, vulnerabilities have been compounded during lockdown with children isolated and experiencing reduced face-to-face time with professionals and social contacts (Appleton and Sidebotham, 2020).  The resulting deficit of safeguarding by professionals could be a contributing factor towards a marked increase in calls to Childline and an increase in exposure to online abuse (Appleton and Sidebotham, 2020) as well as a 50% rise in reports of child abuse images online. (IWF, 2020).
Considering the dangers discussed, it is understandable that parents and practitioners could choose to limit access or keep their children offline completely to prevent harmful activities (Megele, 2018). However, the Welsh Government, (2020, p.1) informs us that “the internet is integral to the lives of children as it provides opportunities to socialise, communicate, be entertained, learn and find support”. Therefore, as stated by Longfield, the Children’s Commissioner for England (no date, cited in Megele, 2018, p.4) “denying children access to the internet means isolating them from infinite resources, opportunities and learning that are essential for their healthy development and resilience in a digital society” Evidently, these approaches are inadequate and ineffective as children can continue to access the internet in unsafe ways and completely un-guided, resulting in a deficit of digital literacy skills (Megele, 2018).
The Welsh Government recognises developing children’s digital resilience as essential and has produced an action plan to develop digital knowledge, skills and strategies which is accessed through the Hwb Programme (WG, 2020).  These strategies include managing their online experience safely and keeping their identity secret; recognising and avoiding dangers; identifying trustworthy sources while applying critical thinking skills; asking for help when needed; developing from mistakes and, ultimately, to gain the most benefit from the internet environment (WG, 2020).  However, schools cannot deliver e-safety in isolation, the Internet Safety Strategy Green Paper (2017) reports that families and communities need increased digital capability to help them to support and protect their children from an early age. Megele, (2018) recommends a holistic approach, where digital literacy and digital citizenship are embedded in parenting classes combining training in on-line and offline safeguarding.
In conclusion, if we are to learn from the past then it is essential that schools and practitioners take a child first approach to e-safety.  By educating children about online dangers, we are enabling them to react in a competent manner.  That does not mean that we do not have a duty to safeguard the children in our care in every possible way and schools and families must take responsibility for their own digital education, but children must become competent digital citizens to enable success in their futures. Ultimately, children must explore the digital landscape on their own and they will need to use the acquired digital skills that we have provided them with to enable them to prosper and become fully rounded digital citizens of the future. 
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Ratified by 197 countries, including all EU Member States, it has  become the landmark treaty on children's rights, outlining universal  standards for the care, treatment,  survival, development, protection  and participation of all children.   ( European Parliament, 2019, p. 1 )  
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