LITRETURE REVIEW

Introduction 
Domestic violence is not a new phenomenon which has penetrated and ravaged every society which does not respect any age, religion, culture, sex or society boundaries.  There are huge concerns in a diverse world that under reporting of domestic violence related incidences are rampant within the societies in the United Kingdom (Walker, Parveen 2021). This literature review will evaluate and examine the extent of under reporting, discuss the impact factors and reasons.  Domestic violence has been covered by extensive research but information regarding reluctance of ethnic minority reporting domestic violence is not as forthcoming.  By conducting a through research of these issues a greater understanding of the underlying reasons and affects on the communities and victims.  This in turn would enable a better understanding for agencies and policy makers.  Looking at the potential factors which directly and indirectly impact the under reporting of domestic violence amongst ethnic groups is no doubt an incredibly sensitive and complex multi layered matter.  The report could potentially provide better understanding.  It is vital to remain impartial throughout the argument in which any perspectives discovered are purely based on factual sources of information.    (Femi-Ajao, O., Kendal, S. and Lovell, K. 2020 p. 732–746) has suggested that several factors such as culture, society, religion, play a significant role in under reporting of domestic violence.  These factors discourage victims from seeking help resulting is adverse effects of individuals and families, this undoubtedly obstructs accurate data collection which in turn hinders police response.  Poor policing track record dealing with victims of ethnic minority, negative perception of the police due to past high-profile cases also exasperate the already dire situation (Victim support, 2022).
 
Domestic violence is a pattern of behaviour or an isolated incident in which one party subjects the other to violent, humiliating, degrading or threatening behaviour.  This usually involves members of family or individuals in intimate relationships.  This can include sexual abuse, financial, harassment, online or emotional abuse (Women’s Aid, 2020).  It is important to state that domestic related issues do not discriminate and can affect any individual regardless of religion, age, gender, race ethnic background or social class.  The immediate impact on an individual being subjected to domestic violence can vastly vary from individual to individual from physical to psychological trauma.  

The general and most common types of domestic violence and its consequences mentioned by (Citizen advise organisation United Kingdom, 2021.)  Physical injury such a fractured bone, laceration injuries such as cuts to skin and flesh, bruises and internal injuries.  Psychological effects such as emotional trauma could be difficult to quantify but the victim could suffer with anxiety, depression.  This could result in the victim feeling guilty and further suffering with post-traumatic stress disorder.  Impact on children and families this could result in children being resentful towards both sets of parents resulting in behavioural problems. Economic consequences could further exasperate an already difficult situation.  Financial constraints could lead to further problems.  It is essential to note that every domestic related incident has its own unique circumstances and consequences with impact factors having adverse effects.  Therefore, it’s fundamentally important to understand the core problems victims face in reporting domestic violence. 

(Officer for National Statists, 2021) has highlighted that over 1.7 million victims of domestic abuse were female which outnumbers male victims.  Statistically speaking this is not a surprising figure therefore it is common sense to adapt and safeguard female victims of domestic abuse.  

Cultural of individuals
(University of Manchester, 2022) Individuals from ethnic minority face several hurdles, factors and issues which hinder reporting domestic related incidents.  Vast amount of research has highlighted that different cultures have a direct bearing on individuals not reporting domestic related issues.  Such a personal and intimate episode to be discussed with an outsider like a police officer is taboo.  Family honour and reputation also play a huge role which would again deter the reporting of domestic abuse.  Matter such as these are dealt with non-professional senior members of the family who are not trained nor are they impartial with the primary goal is not to reconcile but to ensure the whispers of abuse are not met by members of community.  Safeguarding of the victim and bringing the perpetrators to justice is not the primary objective.  (Officer for National Statists, 2021) gender dynamics also play a huge part as the victim often to be the female, the male in some relationship being the dominant and decision maker.  Culture of the harmony being disrupted by an external body such as the police force also play a part in which victims are surrounded by likeminded individuals deterring any victim to be able to remove themselves from a support network.  (Boira, S. and Marcuello, C. 2013).

Language Barriers
(University of Manchester, 2022) inability of a victim to speak in a fluent and effective manner is also a critical factor in under reporting and creates a hindrance.  Not being able to communicate in a mutual language result in miscommunication, misunderstanding and could give the victim the impression that it is impossible for the result to be useful or positive.  Victims are already in a very desperate situation therefore not be able to communicate effectively results in further frustration in which emotions and expressions are essential in portraying an accurate picture.  Victims being at the lowest point of their lives cannot face further hurdles of linguistics in which culture sensitivity is missed or misinterpreted.  

Inability of public services to adapt.
(University of Manchester, 2022) In a diverse world it is essential for the relevant agencies such as United Kingdom police forces to be able to understand the communities in order to provide the best possible service.   (South Wales police force, 2023) South Wales police force’s vision is “To be the best at understanding and responding to our communities”.  Therefore, service need to be culturally competent and be more aware in order to understand the norm, expectations and personal beliefs of the victim.  Respecting personal beliefs, core values and culture is essential which goes beyond any language, this could paint an accurate picture of behaviour and preventing further issues.  Lack of training and educational initiatives is also evident which further exasperates the issue.  Pass ineffective contact could deter the reporting of domestic issues.  Some services may not be adequate to face complex challenges of different cultural backgrounds which can alienate victims even more.  


Victim being economically dependant.
Victim being solely reliant on the abuser could have devastating consequences on the victim feeling helpless and not being able to isolate themselves from the abuse.  Being economically reliant is not necessarily an issue only effecting victims of ethnic backgrounds this could affect any individual. This creates a huge imbalance of power.  This would deter the victim from reporting domestic violence.  Any individual worried about losing financial support particularly when children are involved resulting in financial insecurities. (Moore, L. et al. 2019, p. 171, pp. 66–75).

Legal status
(Guruge, S. et al. 2010, p. 103-113) links between immigration issues and domestic violence due to trauma and stress statuses and under reporting of domestic violence, regardless of being subjected to heinous offences victim could feel as if they are more likely to be subjected to deportation orders.  Fear of being entangled in endless paperwork and perception of losing immigration statutes further deters victims of ethnic minority background in reporting domestic violence.  This not only has the potential to further isolate victims but also reduces individuals access to support.  

Lack of trust in police forces
Communities of ethnic minorities have historically experienced discrimination in some capacity when interacting with police forces and/or high-profile cases in which racial prejudice has come to light such as the Stephen Lawrence case (The Guardian, 2021)  A direct result of this could be to further alienate ethnic minority communities already at odds.  Victims could feel they would be subjected to discrimination therefore choosing to remain silent or discourage reporting domestic related issues to the police.

Lack of representation with the police forces and justice system
There is strong evidence to indicate that disproportionate representatives of ethnic minority amongst police forces and the legal service is also a contributing factor in ethnic minority communities not interacting with relevant agencies.  Steps have been taken by police forces across the country in addressing this vary issue (Rivas, C. et al. 2016, p.18-20) intervention but this still does not go far enough.  Lack of representation can deter victims in contacting police forces due to having a perception that attending officers who do not look like them will not understand their needs, create barriers, lack culture competence and mistrust could potentially fester.  Intervention and better evidence based service could provide access to affordable housing whilst providing support, offer financial assistance as some victim will not even know they could have access to finances, better education to become independent.


Imprecise data 
Due to communities of ethnic minority reluctance in reporting domestic violence the data is not accurate which creates great difficulty for emergency services and local governments to accurately allocate relevant sources to prevent, deter and make critical decisions (REFERENCE).  Not being able to understand complex domestic related issues will also further dent the efficiency and effectiveness of police response.  Evidence based policing is the corner stone of British policing which would directly hinder this very motive.  This could also further alienate communities already not willing to openly engage with law enforcement agencies.  

A hugely controversial finding regarding abuse culture 
Unfortunately, there is evidence to suggest that some culture and an interwoven grave social issue in which domestic violence is not considered to be a grave issue it is just part of every day life, this has stemmed from passed learned behaviour or male dominate societies in which the gender plays a role.  This unfortunately lays the victim blaming dynamic in which victims don’t even realise the impact its having on them.  Addressing this issue by creating awareness, better education and allowing communities to open their doors for outsiders such as social services, police forces to actively carry out their jobs (King College London, 2020).

According to (Officer for National Statistics, 2021) almost 25% of the population in England and Wales consider themselves to be from ethnic background which are not solely originating from England, Wales, Scotland or Ireland.  Almost 11% consider themselves to be of Asian descent.  Therefore, it vital for emergency services such as the police force to ensure their forces are diverse and reflective of the population at large.  Forces have addressed this to a certain extent but still nowhere near an honest reflection of our societies (British Broadcastin Corporation, 2020).  (Ministry of Justice, 2020) has produced a report due to a review in which the disparity in treatment of victims of ethnic minority in which the principles and fairness has eluded the very core principle of the justice system which does not appear to be as fair as its advertised.  These fundamentals concerns are not only ravaging the ever-increasing barriers between communities which is inevitable but also alienating victims even more resulting in domestic abuse not being reported and victims suffering in silence.  The review has also highlighted better understanding, training for front line officers and culture sensitivity to be rolled out. 
  
(The Guardian, 2022) Families from ethnic minority backgrounds are more likely to suffer with poverty. (Cheng, T.C. and Lo, C.C. 2016 p. 2026–2051) Suggests that this increases the probability of domestic violence.  (Davies, L. 2015, p. 30–48) link between social economics and domestic abuse increased vastly due to economic pressure.  (Postmus, J.L. et al. 2022, p. 15–16) lower social economics results in more domestic violence.  There is overwhelming evidence to suggest that victims from ethnic minority backgrounds are less likely to report domestic violence due to the reasons already discussed due to lack of trust, culture barriers, legal status but this list is not exhaustive.  But how much of a part do the economics play a part, the biggest correlation is money problems or other factors, if so how much of an impact does this have.  (Bagnato, S. et al. 2023, p. 260) suggests the hierarchy in a male dominant power dynamics relationship plays a far bigger part than social economics.  (Fleming, P.J. et al. 2015, p.4-10) has doubled down on this and factored in the fact that larger percentage of victims of ethnic minority communities are female due to customs and lower female labour force therefore staying at home raising a family and not working.  But (MacLellan, J. et al. 2022, p. 2175–2190) is of the opinion that due to females suffering with ill treatment during pregnancy stages and disparity in treatment with any medical services results in resentfulness towards public services.
Relationships last longer in a family environment but with clos knit communities of ethnic minorities already thriving on their won which isn’t willing to engage with external agencies it is difficult to evaluate exactly what is the biggest impact factor (Jensen et al.  2020, p2240-2249).  Not intervening now also increases the probability of children involved in the families being subjected to domestic violence are deeply affected who in turn would also less likely to engage with public services (Huston, A.C. et al. 2011, pp. 729–754).  Therefore this phenomenon of communities not willing to engage with police forces is not new.  
During the covid period in which the economical disparity and over reliance on the male dominant relationship has widened the gender inequality (Alloatti, et al. 2023 p. 329–344.   The economic disparity has had significant negative effects by empowering the perpetrators by gaining or tighten their grip on economic control which leads to manipulation and coercion.  This has limited the already tighten resources for victims.  Limiting employment again is part of a vicious cycle where over reliance on the breadwinner in the family.  This causes further issues in a relationship involving power dynamics as any male aggressor is far more likely to cause harm to a female compared to the other way around (Williams, C. et al. 2012, pp. 489–494).

Conclusion 
Tremendous amount of research has been carried out covering domestic abuse, extensive research has also been done on ethnic minority suffering prejudice and inadequate and inequality, also the reasons victims suffer domestic abuse and the consequences.  But very little research has been carried out why victims of ethnic minority are reluctant to report domestic abuse.  Looking at research of and pass academic papers its obvious the issue has been touched upon lightly, but the consequences are far reaching.  Ethnic minority communities feel alienated, trust on the police force is at a low due to poor policing and pass high profile which is not the fault of current serving officers.  This is a complex issue which requires further research to determine if social classes and ethnic minority communities go hand in hand.  If so, how can this be tackled.  There is evidence to suggest male dominated communities with breadwinners is a difficult scenario to deal with, but stringent legislations and robust policies with a sensible and culture sensitive approach would help deter further issues.  Governments and relevant agencies are aware of the issues and have made tentative strides, but they don’t go far enough.  Biases towards victims should not still be widespread an today, better understanding and support for victims is a must whilst more effective policies via training is also required.  Culture sensitivity would no doubt harmonise the relationship between the police forces and communities not willing to engage.  Collaborative partnerships with community leaders and religious institutions would also be welcome.  Improving accessibility to legal services for any victim regardless of their immigration status would be a very difficult proposal.  Safeguarding victims and provide the best possible service needs immediate action, enhanced education programs and understanding could be the go-to tool.   
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