
Advanced Searching 

Humanities Level 5  

Connie Davage



Information Skills Librarian



Aims of today's session

• Consider advanced search options in the library catalogue.

• Locating and searching specialist databases.

• Grey Literature.

• Consider AI in your research.

• Find help and support.

To strengthen your search strategy by exploring more advanced search techniques and methods 
using a range of library resources and Google.



Links in presentation

• Our online information literacy skills content is linked 
(via the orange infoskills buttons) at key points 
throughout the presentation. 

• Use these infoskills to support, expand, and refresh 
your academic skills during your studies.

• QR codes may also be provided throughout the 
presentation to enable quick access to relevant 
webpages, resources, or further information.

Library infoskills Link 

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=11455


Key steps in a research strategy… 

Write and cite:
• Reference correctly using Harvard.  
• Label any images used and credit the source.

Choose and refine a topic:
• Select a subject to research, start broad and narrow down to a focused question.  
• Make sure the topic is researchable and relevant to your subject.

Gather sources:
• Prioritise academic and credible sources. 
• Check for access. Use Need More if applicable.

Analyse and take notes:
• Record bibliographic details for citations and consider using RefWorks to organise your reference lists.
• Summarise key arguments, visual elements, and historical context.

Develop your own point of view:
• Formulate a clear, arguable statement based on your research.



Evaluating Information
Consider the source and quality of the information you are using. 

Apply critical thinking and reasoning.
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ACORN (article and video)SIFT (video)CRAAP (video)

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/page/view.php?id=475602
https://www-citethemrightonline-com.uwtsd.idm.oclc.org/article?docid=b-9781350928060&tocid=b-9781350928060-which-sources-should-you-use&st=academic+credibility
https://youtu.be/eZV_4sYtD40?si=05jArRmNYX6oiBUk
https://youtu.be/2WJN-U4j2_A?si=kxS-M-IPT0SXfQTH


Advanced searching Advanced Searching

• Advanced searching helps you find more relevant and focused academic 
information on your topic.

• It allows you to combine keywords using Boolean operators to broaden or narrow 
your results.

• Search techniques such as phrase searching and wildcard symbols can improve 
retrieval of relevant literature.

• Applying filters such as date, publication type, subject area, and peer-reviewed 
content can help refine search results.

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/page/view.php?id=475601


Begin with a scoping review

Familiarise yourself with 
the scope or coverage of 
existing literature on a 

topic.

Identify key concepts, 
sources of evidence and 

research gaps. 

Highlight where you will 
find resources and if you 

have access to them. 

It is useful when you are deciding on the focus of your research to find out what you already know and what 
you need to find out.

It is generally undertaken before you submit a research proposal. 

You can then build on the results to develop a more defined search strategy.



Search for information.
• Good quality, up-to-date resources in 

your subject area.

Manage information.
• Save and organise favourite items.
• Save queries and set alerts.

You can also access ...
• Research Assistant.
• Browse eJournals.     
• Database Search.
• Need More?

Library catalogue search.
Searching for information

Library

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/page/view.php?id=475600
https://digitalservices.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/


Search Strings: the three basics.

AND 

OR 

NOT 

” *

Boolean Operators Quotation 
mark

Truncation 



ORAND NOT
Boolean Operators allow you to combine your keywords to narrow or broaden your search.

• AND: narrows your search by only giving results where ALL your search terms are present.

• OR: broadens your search where ANY of your search terms are present.

• NOT: Excludes specific terms



Phrase searching & terminology

Consider different terminology that may be used.

• Alternative words: Synonyms / Antonyms.

• Phrase searching: Search for a phrase in quotations “social 
networks”

• Truncation: Search for different endings to your term, e.g. relig* 
finds religion, religions, religious…

Further Searching Techniques

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/scorm/player.php?a=7714&currentorg=articulate_rise&scoid=16961&sesskey=oX2GOodlen&display=popup&mode=normal


Also try...

Asking an AI tool (e.g. Perplexity, 
ChatGPT, or Co-Pilot) to:

• Provide a list of keywords to use in 
a library database search.

• Create a Boolean search string 
with those keywords.



Advanced Search

• Use Boolean Operators.

• Try truncation.

• Apply phrase searching.

• Experiment with drop 
down options.

Link

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,religion,AND&query=any,contains,conflict,AND&query=any,contains,communit*,AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0


Subject Headings

Link

Explore subject headings 
in the item record and 
click on hyper links to 
obtain a different search 
result.

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=sub,contains,religion,AND&query=any,contains,conflict%20OR%20faith,AND&query=any,contains,communit*,NOT&query=any,contains,healthcare,AND&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&mfacet=tlevel,include,peer_reviewed,1&lang=en&mode=advanced&offset=0


Tips
Finding a relevant article / book can lead to many more resources.

• Note key words / concepts / terminology used in articles found.

• Check cited in and cited by

• Locate key databases, journals and authors.

• Explore subject headings (SH) : Check out SH below the bibliographic details in the 
catalogue record. E.g. “religious leader” or “social structure”

• Use filters: date, location, type of resource.



Searching within a single journal 

Use the catalogue to search within a specific journal.

• Click on the journal title.

• Go to the ‘Search inside’ section.

• Put your keywords in the search box.

• This will bring up a set of results only from that 
journal.

Link

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,religion&pfilter=rtype,exact,journals&tab=Everything&search_scope=Search_ELEC&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&offset=0


Search for journals - Browzine Searching for Journal Articles

Browzine

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/scorm/player.php?a=7561&currentorg=articulate_rise&scoid=16494&sesskey=QOEo35udXV&display=popup&mode=normal
https://browzine.com/libraries/1422/subjects


Explore...

• Explore the A-Z database list in the library catalogue to find 
the best databases for your topic.

• YOU must decide which databases to search and what 
keywords to use.

• Look out for peer-reviewed journal articles.

• Searching multiple databases avoids publication bias or 
geographical bias.

• Use the extensive filters to expand and refine your results.

• Record which databases, journals, websites etc, host the information you find. 
• Repeat your search strategy in individual databases. 
• Try some of the following databases (note: It will depend on your research question). 

Further Searching Techniques

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/scorm/player.php?a=7714&currentorg=articulate_rise&scoid=16961&sesskey=oX2GOodlen&display=popup&mode=normal


Why use individual databases?
The library catalogue searches most of our databases 
when it performs a search, so why choose to search 
an individual  database?

• More specialised content – fewer, more relevant 
results.

• More controlled indexing – filter results in greater 
detail.

• Not every specialist database is indexed by the library 
catalogue.

Finding & Using Specialised Information

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/scorm/player.php?a=7562&currentorg=articulate_rise&scoid=16496&sesskey=QOEo35udXV&display=popup&mode=normal


Database Search

• Browse databases not searched by 
the library search:
• BoB.
• Digimap.
• CIS (Construction Information Service).
• Cite Them Right.

• Go directly to subject specific 
databases:
• Humanities Source (EBSCOhost)
• Academic Search Premier (EBSCOhost)
• Proquest Central.
• ATLA Religion (EBSCOhost)
• Science Direct.

Database Search

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbsearch?vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1


Field searching in databases 

• Author

• Title

• Journal title

• Abstract

• Publisher

• Subject

Database fields offer many more search options. They differ between databases, but 
many will offer the ability to search for keywords by:

These help to further narrow your search.



EBSCO: Academic Search Premier & Humanities Source.



AI Assisted Search in EBSCO

Link

https://research-ebsco-com.uwtsd.idm.oclc.org/c/onvpsy/search/results?q=How+does+religion+influence+conflict+and+society%3F&autocorrect=y&db=rlh%2Chus&expanders=concept&limiters=None&searchMode=enhanced&searchSegment=all-results&sqId=sq%3Aa5213f9f-a63e-4809-9a52-c27f0c8054b6&p=1&skipResultsFetch=true


ProQuest Central

Proquest Central

This includes:

• Business.
• Social Sciences.
• Language and Literature.
• Social Sciences.
• History.
• Science and Technology.

…and many more.

ProQuest Central is the largest single periodical resource available, it contains complete 
databases across all major subject areas.

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma99100224559102421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=Everything&query=any,contains,Proquest%20Central&offset=0


Database: BoB
Link: Box of Broadcasts

• Curated Playlists
• Help
• How to videos

• BoB is a TV and radio service for education. 
• Set up a personal account with your 

UWTDS details.
• Create your playlists or search for public 

playlists, e.g. “Early Years”
• Create clips with your recordings.

Search · BoB

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WHELF_UWTSD/ra52dq/alma99100361956202421
https://learningonscreen.ac.uk/bob-curated-playlists/
https://learningonscreen.ac.uk/bob-curated-playlists/
https://learningonscreen.ac.uk/ondemand/help.php/faq
https://learningonscreen.ac.uk/ondemand/help.php/faq
https://learningonscreen.ac.uk/bob/how-to-use-bob/
https://learningonscreen.ac.uk/bob/how-to-use-bob/
https://learningonscreen.ac.uk/ondemand/search.php/playlist?q%5B0%5D%5Bv%5D=conflict+religion&search_type=2&is_available=&source=&genre=&q%5B0%5D%5Bindex%5D=&institution=&subject_id=&date_type=1&date_start%5B1%5D=08&date_start%5B2%5D=01&date_start%5B0%5D=2016&date_start%5B3%5D=00&date_start%5B4%5D=00&date_end%5B1%5D=10&date_end%5B2%5D=26&date_end%5B0%5D=2026&date_end%5B3%5D=23&date_end%5B4%5D=59&sort=
https://learningonscreen.ac.uk/ondemand/search.php/playlist?q%5B0%5D%5Bv%5D=conflict+religion&search_type=2&is_available=&source=&genre=&q%5B0%5D%5Bindex%5D=&institution=&subject_id=&date_type=1&date_start%5B1%5D=08&date_start%5B2%5D=01&date_start%5B0%5D=2016&date_start%5B3%5D=00&date_start%5B4%5D=00&date_end%5B1%5D=10&date_end%5B2%5D=26&date_end%5B0%5D=2026&date_end%5B3%5D=23&date_end%5B4%5D=59&sort=


Digimap

Digimap

Digimap is an online mapping service 
that gives UK universities access to a 
wide range of digital maps and geospatial 
data. 

• Examining historic landscapes
• Location archaeological sites
• Comparing modern and historic 

mapping
• Using LiDAR and terrain data to 

identify earthworks and landscape 
features.

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100192060202421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=contains%2Cdbcategory%2C&sortby=title&offset=0&databases=category,Institute%20of%20Education%20and%20Humanities%E2%94%80Archaeology


Useful links and resources

PROQUEST Database

• Advanced search video (6min)

• Working with your results video 
(4min)

• Thesaurus search video (5 min)

• ProQuest Libguide

EBSCOhost Databases

• Introduction to EBSCO (5min)

• Help for individual databases within EBSCO

• EBSCO videos (select language and primary 
audience - students and researchers) and 
apply

https://videos.clarivate.com/watch/trrHGsmCDVC6S9pqqqoHsw
https://videos.clarivate.com/watch/trrHGsmCDVC6S9pqqqoHsw
https://videos.clarivate.com/watch/R9Kyz9SMN6UtDRFZMh2mRm
https://videos.clarivate.com/watch/R9Kyz9SMN6UtDRFZMh2mRm
https://videos.clarivate.com/watch/pGADdeGwZMBjejBJHpjWoQ
https://videos.clarivate.com/watch/pGADdeGwZMBjejBJHpjWoQ
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/home
https://proquest.libguides.com/proquestplatform/home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deoo7Ajp2mg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deoo7Ajp2mg
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/EBSCO-Database-Help-Files?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/article/EBSCO-Database-Help-Files?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/all-videos?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/all-videos?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/all-videos?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/all-videos?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/all-videos?language=en_US
https://connect.ebsco.com/s/all-videos?language=en_US


What about Artificial Intelligence (AI)?

Always check your assignment brief 

and with your tutor to confirm if use 
of AI is permitted!

• Use AI tools effectively, critically, ethically 
and within permitted guidelines.

• Be aware of limitations, e.g. accountability, 
inaccuracy, bias, unintentional plagiarism, 
over reliance. 

• Evaluate all generated text critically.

• Acknowledge any AI use.

• Complete the AI sections in infoskills.

Know the difference between 
AI enhanced tools and 
Generative AI tools! Check out 
our infoskills unit on AI.

Generative AI

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/section.php?id=193465


How does religion influence conflict and society?Search question

Results.

Note: not all may 
be available via our 
library. 

Further related 
question prompts.

Results from UWTSD library

Library Results

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any%2Ccontains%2C%28religion+influence+on+conflict+and+society%29+OR+%28religion+and+social+conflict%29+OR+%28impact+of+religion+on+societal+dynamics%29+OR+%28%28religion%29+OR+%28conflict+in+society%29%29+OR+%28%28religion%29+AND+%28social+cohesion%29+AND+%28conflict%29%29+OR+%28%28%22religion+and+conflict%22%29+AND+%28society%29%29+OR+%28%28religious+influence%29+OR+%28faith+impact+AND+social+dynamics%29%29+OR+%28religion+conflict+violence+society%29+OR+%28%28%22role+of+religion%22%29+AND+%28%22social+cohesion%22%29%29+OR+%28%28religiosity%29+AND+%28intergroup+conflict%29%29+OR+%28How+does+religion+influence+conflict+and+society%3F%29&tab=Everything&search_scope=Search_ELEC&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD%3A44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&offset=0&pcAvailability=true&searchInFulltextUserSelection=true&isRAsearch=true&lang=en


AI CRAAP Test

Adapted and reproduced with kind permission from Bristol University Library.

Generative AI

https://bristol.libguides.com/ai-and-the-library/using-the-craap-framework
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/course/section.php?id=193465


Grey Literature

Includes a wide range of information found outside of library databases. It can provide 
useful statistics, information, opinion, and case studies.

They are not however, typically peer-reviewed.

Sources can include:

• Government information and legislation.

• Non-governmental organisations (NGO’s) e.g. World Health Organisation (WHO).

• Professional bodies.

• Charities.

Searching the internet

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/scorm/player.php?scoid=16963&cm=577393&currentorg=articulate_rise&display=popup


Resources for Research. Resources for Research

https://digitalservices.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/academic-and-infoskills/resources-for-research/


Searching the Internet

Domain searching – add to Google search:

• site:ac.uk (Academic)

• site:gov.uk (UK government)

• site:wales

• site:cymru

• site:sch.uk (Schools)

• site:nhs.uk (National Health Service)

Searching the Internet

Link

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/scorm/player.php?a=7715&currentorg=articulate_rise&scoid=16963&sesskey=u7KUpwQeqC&display=popup&mode=normal
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&inst=3249276194698315344&q=culture+conflictsite%3Aac.uk&btnG=


Research strategy summary 

DEFINE your topic or question.

IDENTIFY key authors, concepts, and keywords.

FIND suitable information sources.

SEARCH refine & repeat.

RECORD by referencing correctly.

Literature Review

https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/scorm/player.php?a=7713&currentorg=articulate_rise&scoid=16959&sesskey=oX2GOodlen&display=popup&mode=normal


Online tutorial. 

Academic and infoskills – online help and support

Referencing 
handbook: 
Harvard

Referencing 
handbook: 
MHRA

MHRA Style 
Guide Online

https://intranet.uwtsd.ac.uk/departments/library-and-learning-resources/academic-and-infoskills
https://intranet.uwtsd.ac.uk/departments/library-and-learning-resources/academic-and-infoskills
https://intranet.uwtsd.ac.uk/departments/library-and-learning-resources/academic-and-infoskills/referencing-handbooks
https://intranet.uwtsd.ac.uk/departments/library-and-learning-resources/academic-and-infoskills/referencing-handbooks
https://intranet.uwtsd.ac.uk/departments/library-and-learning-resources/academic-and-infoskills/referencing-handbooks
https://digitalservices.uwtsd.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MHRA-en_1.3-V2.pdf
https://digitalservices.uwtsd.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MHRA-en_1.3-V2.pdf
https://digitalservices.uwtsd.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/MHRA-en_1.3-V2.pdf
https://www.mhra.org.uk/style/
https://www.mhra.org.uk/style/


Useful Resources
• How to use your reading in your essays.

• Cite Them Right: Setting out citations.

• Harvard Referencing: The Mechanics (infoskills).

• The Student Phrasebook

• Manchester University Phrasebank.

• All available in your LIB02 Reading list.

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WHELF_UWTSD/1pbrh66/alma99100241658802421
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WHELF_UWTSD/1pbrh66/alma99100241658802421
https://www-citethemrightonline-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article?docid=b-9781350928060&tocid=b-9781350928060-setting-out-citations
https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/mod/page/view.php?id=475604
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WHELF_UWTSD/1pbrh66/alma99100473002202421
https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WHELF_UWTSD/1pbrh66/alma99100473002202421
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
https://whelf-uwtsd.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/leganto/public/44WHELF_UWTSD/lists/7517844970002421?auth=SAML


Database: Cite Them Right 

• How to reference.

• Plagiarism.

• Study skills.

Cite them right online

https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/discovery/dbfulldisplay?docid=alma99100436002502421&context=L&vid=44WHELF_UWTSD:44WHELF_UWTSD_VU1&lang=en&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=jsearch_slot&query=any,contains,Cite%20them%20right%20:%20the%20essential%20referencing%20guide.&offset=0&databases=any,Cite%20them%20right%20:%20the%20essential%20referencing%20guide.


Services for distance learners

Using our Libraries

Services for Distance Learners

Accessing Libraries Outside UWTSD

https://digitalservices.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/using-our-libraries/
https://digitalservices.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/using-our-libraries/services-for-distance-learners/
https://digitalservices.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/using-our-libraries/accessing-libraries-outside-of-uwtsd/


SCONUL Access scheme 

The SCONUL Access enables members 
of any other participating academic 
libraries in the UK to borrow from any 
of the institutions listed in the scheme. 

APPLY FOR ACCESS

https://access.sconul.ac.uk/


Need More? Service
Our Need More? service provides a 
one-stop shop for all your learning 
resource needs. 

• Something you need that we might 
already have?

• Something you need that we don’t 
already have?

Can’t find what you need? Contact us 
for help.

Online request form

https://digitalservices.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/need-more/
mailto:library@uwtsd.ac.uk
mailto:library@uwtsd.ac.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-REPTm4EBUWcuNshUjEeIWD5hXZOvT5Lg-sisozjrcVUOUwxUTJSMTFKV1pXNENNUElJUVAzOElMSiQlQCN0PWcu


Contact

Infoskills: infoskills@uwtsd.ac.uk

Library:    library@uwtsd.ac.uk

Source: Pixabay: image by Geralt

mailto:infoskills@uwtsd.ac.uk
mailto:library@uwtsd.ac.uk
Image%20by%20%3ca%20href=%22https:/pixabay.com/users/geralt-9301/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1699948%22%3eGerd%20Altmann%3c/a%3e%20from%20%3ca%20href=%22https://pixabay.com//?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1699948%22%3ePixabay%3c/a%3e
Image%20by%20%3ca%20href=%22https:/pixabay.com/users/geralt-9301/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1699948%22%3eGerd%20Altmann%3c/a%3e%20from%20%3ca%20href=%22https://pixabay.com//?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1699948%22%3ePixabay%3c/a%3e


If you have 5 minutes, please scan 
the QR code and complete our short 
feedback form. 

Let us know how we did…
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