10 July 2023: 7013 FT. Timetable, ethics and process


Please see below to confirm the next steps and advice and guidance for 7013 until mid September

· The full 3,000 word drafts of both your literature review and methodology and methods chapters to then be submitted by the end of August

· I will organise and provide individual tutorials to review the two draft tutorials on Mon 18 September.
Ethics and your study

Catherine and I want to emphasise that you cannot change your research tools/ methods, after your ethics form has been submitted to Catherine and approved by the panel, nor the ethical issues that relate to those tools/ methods.

If you identify any additions to your ethics form- including potential risks- your ethics form will need to be re-submitted to Catherine- and to the panel in September. However, if after reflection on your 7013 presentations, our feedback and the sessions in June and July, you decide to remove one of the tools you first identified (and narrow the scope of your small-scale study) you could do this without having to re-submit your ethics form.

In conclusion, you cannot now undertake a study which is different from your approved ethics form- until an ethics form has been re-submitted to the panel. This does not now meet until September.




Process and plan : A re-cap and advice from Catherine

Your plan

It may be helpful to set out a definite plan and to agree on specific timeframes for each element.  However, if you decide to move away from the agreed timeframe, there is very little that we can do about that ( but see need for you to re-submit ethics form IF you change what was previously approved).



7013 and your thesis proposal

We would like to emphasise (again) that the 7013 module does not have to be linked to the thesis so, even if you are not certain of all elements of 7013 topic, you will be able to learn from this experience and make changes for your thesis proposal.  

Learning from 7013

Earlier this week, Catherine carried out the final 7013 session with the part-time students.  It was clear that the most important things that they had learnt from the module related to the practical carrying out of the research methods rather than the fact that they had been able to come to conclusions to answer their research questions.  

For example, several said that carrying out an interview was far more difficult than they had expected for different reasons.  However, the 7013 experience means that they feel far better prepared for the thesis and for the research tools that they will use within it than they would have been without the 7013 research - which, in the end, is the purpose of the module.  

In July we discussed and I emphasised that, actually, the topic of the research is not necessarily as important as learning from the process of 7013.


Keep a research diary so you keep a record and reflections on your research 




