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Housing is one of the traditional areas of concern for public health, though it has been relatively neglected over recent decades. However, housing is important for many aspects of healthy living and well-being.
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1. Introduction 
This report looks widely at the poor housing conditions, that people and families are forced to live in throughout the UK and Wales. This seems to be a trend for the lower-class parts of the UK, for example, poorer, run down and less kept areas, or in certain cultural areas such as, council estates and areas where there is a lack of working class. The focus is mainly on because Wales is classed as one of the poorer parts of the UK, according to Harker (2006) who says Wales has a higher rate of poverty then anywhere in the UK and the number of Welsh families that are in poverty continue to grow. It is important that reading this report it highlights some of the saddened situations that people are living in. The Housing Act 2014 is a piece of legislation, that is put in place to enforce the legal requirements that is expected from the Welsh housing market. There are three Government initiatives one is based on the UK and the other two are based in Wales, these initiatives explain what the Welsh Government has done to tackle poor housing conditions and what future plans are put in place to make positive changes for people living in poor conditions. 
The report links poverty to poor housing conditions and argues that if certain areas of poverty was to be taken notice of, then housing conditions may improve across the UK. 
2. Topic
The reason why poor housing conditions is the chosen topic, is because of the lack of care and awareness that communities have in Wales and the UK. For example, when thinking about poor housing conditions, some communities only see their own town or valley and not the reality of how big of an issue poor housing is all over Wales and furthermore the UK. Poor housing is having a huge impact on people’s lives, health and wellbeing. If more people are made aware of poor living conditions and the extent of the damage it causes, then maybe more people would want to help and campaign by raising awareness to others, or help charity sectors such as Shelter Cymru, who help people living in poor conditions. 
According to Save the Children Charity, there is around 200,000 families who are living in poverty and poor conditions, 90,000 of them are living in server poverty in Wales. (www.savethechildren.org.uk)
In 2017 UK Poverty highlights, that 14 million people live, in poor conditions and in some cases extreme poverty across the UK. There are links between the impact of poverty and poor living conditions in the UK, this is affecting certain groups of people. For example, people who are living in poverty because of low incomes, due to low payed jobs, unemployment, illness, or an abusive environment. These are the people who are more likely to be prevented from accessing future housing opportunities, and can make current housing hard to sustain, especially as the cost of living rises, meaning people are exposed and at risk of losing their homes. (Healy, 2017) 
Shelter Charity Cymru which is a homeless shelter, has raised concerns towards the trend that has been identified in the rise of social housing evictions in Wales. The reason why this has been brought into the report, is because it is identifying a crisis here in Wales. People are struggling to afford their rent, household bills and some of life’s most basic but essentials requirements, such as food, heating and water. It is important these concerns are raised as it puts pressure on the Welsh Government to take faster action over appropriate changes. (sheltercymru.org.uk) Tunstall (2013) agrees and argues that if the Governments across Wales and the UK payed closer attention to the evidence and links between poverty, housing conditions and focused on supporting vulnerable people, by setting new standards across the board, limiting rent costs, maintaining higher standards of housing conditions, with closer monitoring, could help reduce poverty and improve living conditions.
The Mind housing and mental health charity help line, say that more and more people are contacting them with health issues in Wales, due to their poor living conditions. For example, living in cold and damp conditions have been linked to breathing disorders, strokes, heart disease and hypothermia, respiratory problems, allergies and infections. The spread of infectious diseases is also more common in these circumstances. (publichealthnetwork.cymru) (www.mind.org.uk) Following on from this it has been identified in Wales through a survey, that in nearly all instances, people living in the most deprived and poorer conditions, have more health problems than those in the wealthiest areas. The consequences of this show that living in poor conditions, have higher levels of harmful behaviour and mental health issues, therefore must rely on the NHS trust for medical assistance, compared to other people from middle- and upper-class areas in Wales. (Gwatkin, 2000) 
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3. Government initiatives: -
Initiative 1 
The UK Government has set standards for inspections and assessments to be carried out for housing conditions, aiming towards the poor housing conditions that people across the UK are living in. These standards are tailored with the legislation, Housing Act 2014 and is in place to assist local authorities in identify and protect people from risk and potential harm. This Act applies to residential properties, in England and Wales. (McKee, et al, 2017) However according to the guardian news, Wall (2019) said that there are homes in Weston Super Mare, that are in such bad conditions it has caused some of the residents who are living there, to have long term extreme health problems. Complaints have been reported to the landlords and the council, but the residents say nothing has been done and the flats continue to deteriorate. (www.theguardian.com) Rugg and Rhodes (2008) have done research into private renting accommodation in the UK, particularly England and it seemed to be that low incomes in England are at risk of harmful living conditions and are pushed further in to poverty leading to potential evictions, there is around 90% of the 1.4 million households, renting on low incomes. (Kemp, 2011)
The UK Prime Minister announced positive changes, about social housing but was challenged by others in parliament who raised concerns about not having enough investment to meet the demand.   (https://www.theguardian.com)
Initiative 2 
The Welsh Government has set out to commit to the Welsh communities, by building more efficient and sustainable homes. This is a way of supporting the shortage of good conditioned houses within Wales. This strategy will aim to tackle poor housing conditions, by offering more, available and new improved houses to people and families living in current poor conditions. Improving how people are living in Wales, will help maintain good health and the wellbeing of people living in poor housing conditions. (Harris, 2019) This will also support children to thrive in their own living environments, there is evidence that show children who grow up in poor housing conditions and in poverty can be affected  in every aspect of their life, a clean safe environment is the foundation to a child’s development. (Thomas and Crowley, 2007)
The Welsh Government has said that more opportunities to rent newly build houses, are becoming more available as they continue to work closely, with the local authority and housing association, they have also said that plans are in place to challenge the high cost of renting private houses in Wales, particularly in poorer parts of Wales due to the level of poor housing conditions. (www.gov.uk) (gweddill.gov.wales)
Initiative 3
The Welsh Government has developed a new partnership with other housing establishments, such as the Welsh Housing Properties, it was established in 2011 with aim to create an ethical rental model, offering long terms quality rentals to all tenants, prioritising people who are already housed in poor conditions and or are in urgent need of a home. (welshhousingpartnership.co.uk) The Welsh Government have supported the Welsh Housing Properties, by the Principality Building Society, which has played a key part in the development. If it was not for the Welsh Governments commitment to the scheme, it would not have progressed as well as they say it has. There are now over 1,000 homes throughout Wales, and this continues to grow. (Wallace, 2019)
The Welsh Housing Properties was created to purposely find a way of providing people and families, with good quality affordable homes, aiming towards low income households, who cannot afford to buy or rent a suitable property. The private rental market has become increasingly worrying for people living on low wages, they are faced with ongoing dilemmas that deem to be escalating and affecting the same groups of people in Wales. The people affected are usually in server poverty, regardless to if they work or not because, even if they are working money is not stretching far enough, due to high rent and living costs. For example, poor insulation in houses, leaving houses cold and exposed to damp conditions which then leads to further issues. There are concerns identified into how private property owners, treat the tenants and the standard of the property rented. Therefore, the Welsh Housing Properties are an additional resource to provide an option for those unable to access, home ownership or social housing in Wales. (publications.parliament.uk)
[bookmark: _Hlk7801115][bookmark: _Hlk7801668]The Welsh Housing Properties are owned by, Coastal, Grŵp Cynefin, Hendre and Pobl Group. They are a joint company and successfully had a turnover of over £220m. They own and manage over 30,000 social rented homes across Wales, they also provide other services such as support and care. (welshhousingpartnership.co.uk) The Welsh Government intends on building a further 20,000 affordable homes by 2021, that will be available to people and as enablers, investors and landlords our local councils will be at the forefront of delivery. (wlga.wales)

4. Conclusion 
Drawing in all aspects of this report, it is clear that poor housing conditions are still a major problem in Wales and the UK, It is concerning that the younger generations are getting less and less opportunities to progress in life, in terms of buying a property and that children are not developing to the best of their abilities. People are living with health issues and mental health is becoming more common, because of the impact of housing conditions. The wider public are also affected because the environment around them. There is not enough awareness this is the type of issue that you must look for yourself to find out information and maybe that is half the problem, it is being ignored and forgotten about until it becomes fatal. 
The three initiatives chosen to reflect on what the Government is doing to help people, who live in the poorest housing conditions, yet there is still a lot of research showing that many thousands of people are still living in poor conditions and have not yet been given an opportunity to rebuild their life in a safe environment. Maybe what the Government need to is to start educate people to look after their houses and be responsible for their homes, not everyone is given that chance growing up, it will depend on their upbringing, but try to change peoples attitude could also help maintain housing standards. The initiatives seem to be working but in slow progress, the rental and living costs play a big part in housing conditions, because people are left with bare minimum from the information gathered, there is still a lot to do before Wales or the UK, show a fraction of what they have archived in terms of housing everyone and working in line with the Housing Act 2014. 
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