
Preparing your 
evaluative report

MA Visual Communication – Major Design Project



ADAA7006 
Major Design 
Project

The praxis for the Major Design Project 
should show a clear trajectory of a creative 
design enquiry, reflecting a balanced 
combination of original research, data 
gathering, design investigation and 
exploration to deliver a well-considered and 
innovative outcome with a supporting 
portfolio of evidence and evaluative 
discourse, which can be of an illustrative or 
creative nature. 
There should be an organic relationship 
between the practical design work and 
the written element. 



Outcomes 
required

• A portfolio of in-depth research on 
your chosen area of interest that 
informs and feeds your practice

• Evidence of design development and 
idea generation

• Experimentation with media, 
techniques and theoretical thinking

• Final outcome(s) created from your 
research and design ideas that 
communicates your theoretical and 
practical skills as a designer

• An evaluative report that supports 
your practical work



What is the 
Evaluative 
Report?

• The evaluative report is a detailed critical 
response of your creative journey

• It is an academically robust piece of writing

• It should be formatted as an academic paper

• Content should be selective, unlike your 
research, which should include everything

• The report is NOT a descriptive diary or blog 
of what you have done



Evaluative 
Report

• 2,000 words (+/- 10%) 
• Presented in a double-spaced format
• Include selected images with captions
• Harvard referenced (as used in your Coexistent 

Perspectives essay)
• Include a Harvard formatted bibliography
• You should be making notes continuously as you 

progress your creative work
• Do not use generative AI to write, plan or 

structure your report
• The following questions will help you define 

the content
(I have included examples from my 
own report writing)



Work to 
this outline

1. Project Subject or Question 
(what and why?) 

2. Research sources 
(names, texts, key thinkers, books,
designers, artists, etc.) 

3. Your outcome and a critical analysis of it
(links to critical, cultural and historical
themes and ideas)

4. Personal reflection on the process 
and outcome
(strengths and weaknesses)

We suggest you structure your writing to 500 
words for each section.



Firstly, give it a title!



1. Project 
Subject or 
Question

• What project did you set yourself?
• What is its’ function or meaning?
• Why was this important for you to 

complete?
• How does this relate to ideas found 

in culture, politics and/or society?
• Where does it fit historically or 

contextually with other art and 
design?





2. Research 
sources

• Where have you researched? Online? 
Periodicals? The media? Galleries?

• What texts/books have you looked at?
• Who are the key thinkers in this area?
• What designers, practitioners or artists have 

you looked at?
• How and why is this research relevant or 

inspirational to your project?





3. Your outcome 
and a critical 
analysis of it.

• What was your final outcome?
• Why? This should be analytical, 

not descriptive.
• What else did you make, create or 

consider as part of the process?
• Did you try out other ideas 

or concepts?
• What are the broader cultural and 

philosophical ideas your work 
connects with? (eg. postmodernism, 
existentialism, affect, becoming 
animal, the other, Deleuze and 
Guattari, Marx, Freud, Heidegger etc.) 









4. Personal 
reflection on the 
process and
outcome –
strengths and 
weaknesses.

• What were the successes and 
failures?

• What have you learnt through 
the whole process?

• Would you change the work in 
any way?

• Why?





Submission

• Creative development, final work and report:
Thursday 11th September 2025

• This can be digital, physical or both
• VIVAS: Friday 12th September 2025
• Your report must be submitted at the same 

time as your creative submission. It can be a 
pdf (preferable) or a Word file.

• The content of the report will help you 
explain your creative project in your VIVA.



Any questions?
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