[bookmark: _GoBack]Within the context of Risk and Resilience, exploring the challenges faced by Gypsy Travellers

Within the so called ‘Hard to reach groups’ there are many definitions and concepts.

[bookmark: _Hlk5359897](Flanagan S M and Hancock, B  May 2006 - September 2008)

The 'hard to reach' may include drug users, people living with HIV, people from sexual minority communities, asylum seekers, refugees, people from black and ethnic minority communities, and homeless people although defining the notion of the 'hard to reach' is not straight forward. It may be that certain groups resist engaging in treatment services and are deemed hard to reach by a particular service or from a societal stance. There are a number of potential barriers for people who may try and access services, including people having bad experiences in the past; location and opening times of services and how services are funded and managed. A number of areas of commonality are found in terms of how access to services for 'hard to reach' individuals and groups could be improved including: respectful treatment of service users, establishing trust with service users, offering service flexibility, partnership working with other organisations and harnessing service user involvement.

The Gypsy Traveller group are made up of several different parts
that are considered by conventional society as one, albeit a problematic group
The term ‘Gypsies and Travellers is difficult to define as it does not constitute a single, homogenous group, but encompasses a range of groups with different histories, cultures and beliefs including: Romany Gypsies, Irish Travellers, and Scottish Gypsy Travellers. Although conventional society considers it as one, and often a problematic group that divides opinion on the anti-social behaviour that is associated with unregistered sites, often no more than grass verges

[bookmark: _Hlk5360235]The Traveller Movement states that: (Commons Library Briefing, 8 May 2018)

 Irish Travellers and Romany Gypsies are an indigenous minority ethnic group, documented as being part of Irish and British society for centuries. Their distinctive way of life, values, culture and traditions manifest themselves in Traveller ‘nomadism’, the centrality of the extended family, their own language and the entrepreneurial nature of their economy. Travellers traditionally travelled to seek work to survive.
 Many Gypsies and Travellers now live in settled accommodation and do not travel, or do not travel all of the time, but nonetheless consider travelling to be part of their identity. There are also Traveller groups which are generally regarded as ‘cultural’ rather than ‘ethnic’ Travellers. These include ‘New’ (Age) Travellers and occupational travellers, such as showmen (fairground and circus people) and waterway travellers.
There are issues related to acceptance, assimilation and cultural differences. How the problems associated with these challenges are dealt with in society at large will be explored in some detail in this essay
In particular it is intended to highlight the problems and experiences of this recognised ethnic group in relation to: education; work and standard of living; health; prisons; and stigmatising treatment.

(Friends, Families and Travellers;( Sarah Sweeney S and Matthews Z January 2017)
There is a consideration within this article to explain and evaluate: A guide for professionals working with Gypsies, Roma and Travellers in Children’s Services
In a recent analysis of the population of ‘looked after’ children and young people in England, Dan Allen estimated that Gypsy and Traveller children were three times more likely to be taken into care than any other child. Between 2009 and 2015, there has been an increase of 733% of Gypsy or Roma children in foster care and an increase of 200% of Traveller children in foster care.  (Allen D & Moloney-Neachtain  M 2015)
[bookmark: _Hlk5305594](Cemlyn S (1983-2012) identified two conflicting risks in the often-difficult relationship between social workers and Gypsy and Traveller communities. Firstly, the over-involvement of social workers, resulting in children being taken into care unnecessarily and secondly, ignorance of Gypsy and Traveller issues leading to the needs of vulnerable children being left unmet.
What becomes apparent is the distinct nature of the nomadic way of life and the need for a basic understanding of why children of the Gypsy Traveller community find it hard to adjust and attend school because they are never in school long enough to be established and to establish a meaningful connection with fellow pupils and teaching staff. Teachers from white middle-class backgrounds do not have the necessary training to understand the vulnerability of the children and how separate consideration should be given to their teaching and understanding of the curriculum.
With regards to legislation: (HM Government, The Children Act 1989 Guidance and Regulations, Volume 4) 
From a legal standpoint, case law in 1988 granted Romany Gypsies and Irish Travellers legal status as ethnic groups. In the context of Children’s Services, the Human Rights Act 1998, Equalities Act 2010 and Children’s Act 1989 require that every child is looked after in a way that “respects, recognises, supports and celebrates their identity” This includes the child’s ethnic origin and cultural background. This means that professionals and foster carers are required to provide individual support to ensure Gypsy and Traveller children’s cultural needs are met.
[bookmark: _Hlk5366778](Cemlyn S;1998, & Garret P M 2004)
They were able to identify that among social workers who were used to dealing with settled communities there was a complete lack of understanding about children in culturally different circumstances and that appropriate measures had not been put in place for them. Local authorities were also failing to meet the mandate required of them.
There is an assumption amongst the general public that Gypsy Travellers have more rights:
Gypsies and Travellers are bound by the same rules as everyone else. They pay taxes and license fees. They meet mutual obligations in day-to-day business dealings with the general population (Clark 2002). They also engage in a range of occupations as teachers, probation officers, police officers, nursery managers, community workers, shopworkers. And this will increase as more Gypsies and Travellers are able to access education. 

BBC NEWS ITEM -More Gypsy and traveller pupils go to school in Wales
(2019) BBC WALES 02-04-2019 
The Programme focused on: Ellie Murphy a Gypsy Traveller and a member of the Welsh Youth Parliament.
It shows that there has been a success story in Wales as far as engagement with primary school pupils from Gypsy Traveller and Romany background and culture (GTR)
[image: Ellie Murphy, from a Gypsy Traveller community, is also a member of the Welsh youth parliament and spoke in the Senedd recently]

Ellie Murphy, 15, said she felt "self-conscious" in mainstream school: "Everyone thinks Gypsies are tramps, basically."
She emphasised the cultural differences that made learning more challenging
because of chores such as cooking, cleaning and babysitting, and that her parents would be quite strict about completing these tasks which were not reflected by parents in the settled communities and confirmed by pupils in the settled communities with whom she had chatted with.
There was also a perceived and grounded expectation that boys would follow in their father’s example of conducting business in scrap, casual fruit picking, and handy man jobs in the immediate and wider geographical area.
Ellie hoped, despite initial prejudice to go back to mainstream education and eventually to gain entry to university/college and inspire other children from GRT backgrounds to value learning, and become proficient in subjects like English and maths and participate in the full school curriculum.





Participation of pupils from GRT background in primary and secondary schools



[image: C:\Users\User\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\95941050.tmp]
[bookmark: _Hlk5367366]Calculated by Estyn from unpublished Welsh Government figures
Source: Pupil Level Annual School Census (PLASC), 2018


It found since 2011, numbers attending have increased by almost 35% in secondary schools and by 41% in primary schools.
But still only around a half of pupils continue into secondary school, while attendance of those who went to school was "too low" and well below average"



Estyn said families were concerned

· Their children would be bullied in secondary school - it wants anti-bullying policies to take account of their specific needs
Their culture would be diluted by contact with other children
· There was little in the school curriculum to prepare their children for work or to keep a home.
It found schools did not promote GRT culture well enough outside assemblies, while Welsh Government guidance on the issue was 10 years old and out of date.
Transport was also an issue.
But most schools provided homework clubs and also access to the internet, which had helped improve the confidence of GRT pupils with IT.
[image: Ellie with her teacher]Image captionEllie, with her teacher, says schools could do more to help children from her community
Those involved in education said the difference from mainstream schools was in supporting the families - which helped develop trust.
"Twenty years ago, parents didn't send their children to school for different reasons - they didn't agree with the way they would be educated and education wasn't valued by the parents," said Claire Arnold, the teacher in charge of the Priory Project.
"They'd had bad experiences themselves and didn't want to put their children through that and they could work their lives without being educated."











Key Stage 3 achievement, by ethnic background
% of year 9 pupils at level 5 or above in English/Welsh, maths and science
[image: C:\Users\User\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\79C4DF97.tmp]


Gypsies and Travellers Wales (formerly Cardiff Gypsy & Traveller Project) was founded in 1981, and is a charitable company with a small staff managed by voluntary trustees. We have work mainly in and around Cardiff, but also more widely across Wales
· Gypsies and Travellers Wales aims to support Gypsies and Travellers to improve access to suitable accommodation, public services and employment skills.
· We are committed to supporting Gypsies and Travellers to voice their needs and concerns, and to encouraging policies and practices which meet these needs.




2011 Census analysis: Ethnicity and the Labour Market, England and Wales
[bookmark: _Hlk5384944]https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/.../ethnicity/.../ethnicityandth...
13 Nov 2014
Employment within the GRT communities
2011 Census data revealed that:
A higher proportion of Gypsies and Irish Travellers were working in Skilled Trades than for any other ethnic groups. 19% did so, compared to 12% for all residents in England and Wales.
This is a remarkable statistic, given that GRT children over 16 rarely take up any further education or apprenticeships, thus concluding that they are taught within the Gypsy Traveller community, by their fathers or relatives or other interested skilled trades persons. 
There are other success stories which demonstrate the resilience of Gypsy Travellers to adapt and integrate into ‘Established and Normal society’, this can be seen within the Police Force:
 (Campbell D) The Guardian Tue 21 Jul 2015 15.00 BSTLast modified on Wed 29 Nov 2017 14.15 GMT) 
Gypsy police officers’ band together to beat prejudice in the force
This month sees the first anniversary of the formation of the Gypsy Roma Traveller Police Association (GRTPA). Formed by a handful of officers, it now has a membership of 105 police staff across 23 of the 43 forces in England and Wales, and Scotland. Members range from a young Romany dog-handler in Kent to an experienced sergeant in Humberside.

The changing face of policing is challenging the old prejudices within the force and bringing more officers to acknowledge their background and to embrace their identity instead of keeping it confidential as many did in the past
	
However, a recent event in Cardiff highlights how some cases of arrest should and could be handled differently and Race Equality maintain that the five months pregnant woman with mental health problems was subjected to un necessary humiliation and arrest procedures because of the fact that she was from a Gypsy Traveller background




Cardiff Irish Traveller's arrest shameful, says charity
(Pollock I. BBC Wales social affairs correspondent 21 March 2019)
	Race Equality statement:
· A mental health professional should have been called to assess Ms Moloney as police knew she had mental health issues
· A female police officer should have been present
· She should have been allowed to get dressed before going to the police station
· Police should have asked her to attend the station voluntarily as she had done previously

Various facts and figures alluding to the number of inmates held at Her Majesties Prisons (HMP) and Young Offenders secure units shows a disproportionate number of GTR prisoners from this ethnic group.

Press Association The Guardian newspaper
Tue 11 Mar 2014 19.14 GMT First published on Tue 11 Mar 2014 19.14 
Prisoners of Gypsy, Romany or Traveller backgrounds are significantly over-represented in jails in England and Wales, inspectors have found
The Health and wellbeing of GRT groups are also under researched and blank and bold statements are often issued as to the available data, which is seldom challenged. However, a recent paper: (International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health)
[bookmark: _Hlk5367444]A Comparative Sociology of Gypsy Traveller Health in the UK – (Miranda M, and Smith D) Received: 19 December 2018; Accepted: 24 January 2019; Published: 29 January 2019
This paper presents findings from a series of health-related studies undertaken between 2012 and 2017 with Romany Gypsies and Irish Travellers living in different locations and in various forms of accommodation in southern England.


Their overall assessment concludes that
 Reluctance to engage with health services can be influenced by collective memories and experiences of historical discrimination and exclusion from health care, while a high burden of illness throughout the life course and excessive levels of premature mortality continue to influence dispositions and attitudes towards health and illness. In attitudes and perceptions towards health across the two case study areas represent adaptive responses to deeper structural factors some of which impact on all populations in similar socio-economic circumstances while others impact specifically on the Gypsy and Traveller population (e.g., planning laws, levels of racism and prejudice). These structural factors then manifest themselves in higher levels of poverty, poor living conditions and ill health and are mediated by a range of local level factors to produce patterned, unsynchronised and variegated outcomes in both self-reported health and subjective wellbeing.
It can be concluded with reasonable accuracy that GRT as an ethnic and marginalised community faces immense challenges to overcome prejudice generated by settled communities. This is often amplified by ignorance and institutional racism manifested through established forms of education, the criminal justice system. Social workers and Health care agencies including the NHS.
[bookmark: _Hlk5366625]Breaking down these barriers is possible - BBC NEWS ITEM -More Gypsy and traveller pupils go to school in Wales
(2019) BBC WALES 02-04-2019 
There has to be more and better organised, permanent and transient GRT sites that are acceptable to the travelling community and the ability to engage with government agencies on an equal footing, given the nomadic nature of their lifestyle and cultural differences. The impact of their cultural differences should be recognised and measures put in place to acknowledge the differences and act upon them. (Cemlyn S.1983-2012)
(A monitoring report on the UK by the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance 4th Oct 2016)
Their recommendation reflected the issues already mentioned and in particular addressed the shortage of caravan sites.

There is a growing awareness that racial taunts and jibes are creeping in to Sport and one particular instance is highlighted within the six nations rugby tournament when the welsh prop forward Samson Lee, a member of the Travelling community , was singled out by the opposing English prop during an altercation and told to ‘ Go back to your caravan, gypsy boy’


[bookmark: _Hlk5366411](PETERS.S) Mail on Sunday
PUBLISHED: 00:18, 27 March 2016 | UPDATED: 13:22, 27 March 2016)


Wales forward Lee, who grew up on a caravan site in Llanelli, South Wales, is proud of his gypsy heritage. ‘I’m the first traveller to play international rugby and I’m very proud of that,’ he said after the match at Twickenham on March 12, which England won 25-21.
When asked about Marler’s ‘gipsy boy’ comments shortly after the game, Lee said he had accepted his opponent’s apology at half time.

Although condemned by Rugby Football Union as being inappropriate no further disciplinary action was taken against Marler.
Whatever challenges GRT communities face in the future, there is enough evidence to suggest that there are measures in place to provide more and better permanent and transitory sites for the GRT communities. But it will be some time before the settled society revokes the ‘NIMBY’ culture which has grown up alongside more tolerant neighbours and fully appreciate the difference in culture can be as rewarding as it is challenging.
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