Welsh Lesson Reflection.
This lesson was a 5-minute Geography Lesson which looked to improve pupils’ geographical skills as they had to identify where the different places in Wales were on a map. However, the place names were in Welsh and pupils firstly individually or in a pair would have to match up these places to the correct box before a class discussion on the activity. Before the lesson it was planned that the pupils would be greeted at the door in Welsh by me as the teacher and would use incidental Welsh to speak to the pupils. This would hopefully develop pupils’ incidental Welsh as they would have to respond to questions being asked of them at the door and not have the time to think about their responses in great detail. If successful, this would illustrate that some pupils had some knowledge and speaking ability of the Welsh language. The first slide of the presentation highlighted what type of activity the pupils were about to conduct. As the topic was a geography topic the word ‘geography’ was translated to ‘Daearyddiaeth’ and the title of the first slide of the PowerPoint read ‘Tasg Daeryddiaeth’ to highlight the pupils were conducting a Geography Task. By putting the title in Welsh, the pupils could improve their Welsh Literacy skills as they firstly would be improving their Welsh reading skills as they would be reading off the board. Secondly, it could improve the pupils Welsh listening and speaking skills as well as they would hear me as the teacher speak what was said on the board and could potentially repeat it back. However, during the lesson I did not speak it and get the pupils to repeat it back which is something I would look to do in the future.

In addition to the previous point, if I was more confident with my Welsh speaking ability, I could give instructions in Welsh as to what the pupils would have to do instead of delivering it in English. Furthermore, if I was more confident with my Welsh writing and reading ability as well, I could have written the instruction on the PowerPoint in Welsh instead of in English. This is something I can only improve by practising my Welsh speaking, reading and writing over time. The second slide of the PowerPoint showed the map the pupils were using and the twelve different places they had to identify. The 12 chosen places were Bangor, Cardiff, Swansea, Aberystwyth, Newport, Wrexham, Carmarthen, Rhyl, Holyhead, Fishguard, Llandudno and Cardigan. The places were written in Welsh on the worksheet and on the. PowerPoint which were Bangor, Abertawe, Aberteifi, Casnewydd, Rhyl, Caergybi, Caerdydd, Aberystwyth, Abergwaun, Wrecsam, Caerfyrddin, Llandudno. To improve this in the future, I could have provided a differentiated task so that pupils of differing Welsh literacy levels could engage with the activities. For MAT students, this could involve putting more places on the map to identify or getting the pupils to use an Atlas to identify where they would put the places themselves. By adding more places this could enable the introduction of a categorisation system where pupils would have to identify if the areas were a city or a town which could add greater levels of vocabulary to the pupils Welsh. For students who require extra support, the map could have less places written on there or clues as to which place it was could be left in the box like the first letter to help students.

Relating to a previous point made about the use of incidental Welsh to improve pupil’s welsh literacy skills, this is another aspect of the lesson which could have been improved. Despite me using incidental Welsh at the beginning of my lesson, this plus the use of countdowns for pupils to finish their work was the only use of incidental Welsh used within the lesson. To improve further, I could praise pupils in Welsh if the answers they gave were correct instead of praising them in English. Furthermore, I could have given more classroom commands in Welsh to help pupils’ Welsh literacy skills improve further. To improve on these skills though it is extremely important that I continue practising my Welsh literacy skills such as reading, writing, listening and speaking. By doing this I can in turn raise the standards of Welsh literacy within my classroom.

