
Character Dossier

I will be playing the role of Attalos I, the first king of Pergamon between 241 and 197 BC, and current head of the Attalid Royal Family that bears his name. Attalos is descended from Greek conquerors and bureaucrats, being the great grandson of Seleucus Nikator through his mother, nephew of both the previous rulers of the city of Pergamom, Philitaerus, and Eumenes (who is often called Eumenes I even though he was never king), and the adopted son of Philitaerus. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Strabo 13.4.2, Hansen. (1971), pp. 26] 


In his early life, he won fame as a charioteer, depicted at a monument at Pergamon, and was also benefactor of Delphi.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Hansen. (1971), pp.19 - 28] 


He epithet 'Soter', meaning savior, in Greek was assumed by him, along with his royal title as a result of his victory against the Galatians or Gauls of central Anatolia, who had been forcibly extracting money from the Greek cities of Asia minor.[footnoteRef:3] Attalos was the first to refuse to pay money to them[footnoteRef:4], and was victorious against the Galatians at a battle near the source of the Caicus River, which is commemorated by the Sculpture of the Dying Gaul. [3:  Pausanias 1.8.1, Hansen. (1971), pp.31]  [4:  Livy 38.16, Hansen. (1971), pp.29-31] 


Several Years Later he was Responsible for inflicting defats upon both Antiochus Hirex and the Galatians, gaining control of significant parts Seleucid land north of the Taurus, up to the start of the simulation in 223bc.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Hansen. (1971), pp.34-36, Polybius 4.48] 




Attalos was also apparently a very good father, and according to Polybius, perhaps his and his wife’s greatest achievement should be remembered as ensuring that his kingdom passed smooth from him to one of his sons after his death.[footnoteRef:6] This is very significant I feel tot eh success of the Attalid, because they alone amongst all the major Hellenistic states were on good terms with each other, His son and third king of Pergamon gaining the epithet 'Philadelphos', meaning brother-lover.  [6:  Polybius 22.20.] 


My intention is to play Attalos as a portraying himself as a champion of Greek freedom, first against the Galatians, and now against the Seleucids, and possibly against Macedon. [footnoteRef:7] [7:  Bradford (2001) p. 121. Wilson (2006) p. 593.] 

All with the end goal in mind of setting up a new ‘Ionian league’ against the Seleucid ‘Persian's’ with Pergamon at its head. It is even possible that we may be able to extend Pergamese control through grants of joint citizenship, as was the case in Temnus, during the era of Philetaeus.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Walbank, (1981), p.151] 


 In this I will be able to profit from and utilize the good will of afforded to my family by the first dynast of Pergamese Attalids, Philitaerus, who significantly improved the cities defenses, Built the royal Palace, several temples, including large one to Demeter and Athena who is the central deity of Pergamon, and who was also a benefactor, to both the Temples at Delos, and Delphi.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Strabo 13.4.1, Hansen (1971) p.17-19.] 







My main goal is however, above all else secure the safety and continuation of the Attalid family. To that end, it will be necessary to hold on to all, or reclaim all Pergamese throughout Asia Minor, as well as cultivate and maintain a respected or Hegemonic position over the various dispirit kingdoms of northern Anatolia, and the city states of what was formally 
Seleucid Anatolia. I also intend to pursue friendly relations with Rome, as Attalos was himself famous for[footnoteRef:10]; friendly relations with the Ptolemaic empire, who is partly responsible for our independence from the Seleucid empire and more especially Cilicia, who control the Cilician gates, the only safe and secure pass through the Taurus mountain during this period. If the Cilicia’s fail to be cooperative and the opportunity arises, I will not hesitate to take control of that pass to protect the Greeks of Asia minor and my family.  [10:  Livy 26.24, 29.10, Hansen (1971) p.47] 


Unless convinced otherwise, my portrayal of Attalos will view the Seleucid empire, and the Seleucid royal family as an existential threat to the kingdom of Pergamon and his own family. As a result, I will happily work with all who would bring the House of Seleucus crashing down around their ears. I will work with the Seleucids if presented with a threat that is more immediate, but one of the central goals of my Character will be the destruction of the Seleucid royal family.

It is mentioned numerous times that it was Attalos I himself who lead the forces of Pergamon both on land and at sea,[footnoteRef:11] so it will be one of my important roles to grow the military power of the kingdom, though predominantly through well timed alliances and wars of conquest and threats of war against those who would not be my families’ friends. As such we have great relations with, Smyrna, Ilius, Alexandria Troas, and Lampsacus.[footnoteRef:12] [11:  Polybius 16.6, Hansen (1971), p53]  [12:  Evans, (2012), p21] 

However, will predominantly be on the defensive against any of the major powers around us, with the only large neighbor that we can contend with being Bithynia.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Evans, (2012) p25] 


This is especially the case since it seems that majority of the money Pergamon has comes from utilizing the Royal treasurer of Lysimachus, which Philetaeus seemingly owned when he declared loyalty to the Seleucid after the fall of Lysimachus, and seemingly never left the city.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Strabo. 13.4.1] 


Internally, my role is to promote the importance and prestige of my own family with the kingdom of Pergamon, with reference creating a mythology around our house.

I also intend to improve the kingdoms economy by investing in improving the strength of the kingdoms economy, such as gaining access to the black sea grain, capitalizing on the gold mines of Asia Minor, and securing other royal treasuries within Seleucid Asia Minor.
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