
Notes 
Introduction
1.Critical thinking….
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to (Cotrtrell, 2017) nobody is an absolute beginner when it comes to critical thinking, we use these basic skills every day for example, what we see and hear on a daily basis, we try and figure out whether it is true or false.
 The guardian (2018)  expresses that if we are not aware of our emotions, of how we think and feel, then it is very hard to manage our thinking process when we are critically thinking. 
we really should value these skills and build on them as much as we can, to prepare us for higher education and everyday life after that.
In schools by applying these thinking  tools to children and teaching them the basics ,we can hopefully mass produce better thinkers for the future.  
Burns, T (2012) has also suggested that it is not just using our minds to critically think but to nurture our critical attitude too as we get older.
 For example in education. from very young age and throughout our adult lives we build our critical thinking muscle every day, as it touches a lot of aspects in our life’s, it’s a journey built on by more and more knowledge you learn, think  of it  more  like a form of art of thinking, Cottrell (2008).
Bruner (1996) a well-known theorist stated that students basically construct their own understanding  by selecting  certain experiences they have had, by picking the essential from various sources of their knowledge and to build on it for example, in school we got told or thought the moon is made of cheese, then as we get older we learn that in fact it’s not made of cheese and we then are curious to explore all about the moon. A curious mind is essential for critical thinking.
So While using critical thinking in our everyday life ,we can apply these to different situations, another example would be , as we get older as students In higher education when they are writing academically it needs to be applied to their writing as well as thinking . To do this the they must have an independent and self-motivated approach. Your Essays need To stand out from everyone else’s, although sometimes it is not obvious to adopt a point of view when critically thinking but ,getting started by reading a variety of material written by reliable sources to get an understanding of the subject in question, and to know where to access them from would be a good starting point to develop your critical thinking.
In 21st critical learning a strategy is shown by the learning in hand web page, it has cited that, it can be done by using one of the four c’s ,they are by communicating to share different ideas, to share views and thoughts and to ask questions .another is to create a new approach to thinking itself and collaborate  when working with others, where you talent and expertise can be put together as the saying goes, two heads are better than one. Doing this with thinking critically the same time by looking at problems in a new light then link it to the subject you’re studying and its disciplines, it will then help form a well thought out structure for you assignments or essays.

2. Objectivity…
 (Lesley-jayne, 2013) Says that objectivity is the heart of critical reading and writing, to do this you must read, write and think without bias. To successfully adapt this to your thinking you must take all the facts that you have found and draw on the evidence that is available academically.
There has Also go to be a lack of  judgement and prejudice, so instead you can put your point across in your writing and remain objective by using the evidence you have found and write it in the third person and not the first person, so that you remain neutral as you can through using factual evidence , statistics and research, stand back and weigh all the evidence up to get your point across  (Cottrell, 2017, pp 205-209.)
To be a good critical thinker and to express this in you writing it takes patients and a lot of practice over time, be clear about your focus, which can be done in a number of ways for example
· Is the information valid and reliable
· How to organise the mass of information and time manage it
· Use it in a way that is not plagiarised work by referencing it accordingly
These are the key elements of information literacy (Lesley-jayne, 2013)

3 .critical questions…..
[bookmark: _Hlk531551712]Asking critical questions is another way of developing an detective like mind, according to (Cottrell, 2008,p, 276) this is a must to achieve academic success. When you’re critically asking questions in academic writing to section out the good academic sources that you can use, to do this the questions you ask are 
· Why?
· How far?
· How often?
· To what extent?
· How to we know the information is true?
· How reliable is the source?
· What could be going on beneath the surface?
· Which is preferable?
· For what reasons?
To practice using these skills every time you academically write a essay or assignment and apply it every time (Cottrell, 2008,p, 276) states that you will develop a detective like mind and progress in learning critical analysis of the work of other people.

4.Referencing…
Referencing is a skill when practiced in academic writing, (Tom Burns, 2012) states that  to credit the source of the information that is put in to an essay or assignment, it acknowledges the persons work that is used to present your work and research that you have done.it also shows the reader where you have accessed the information from, the author or authors and it establishes a high level of academic writing. (Cotrtrell, 2017)
If you do not acknowledge the author and do not reference properly it can lead to copy right or plagiarism which is an academic offence by all education learning environments, schools, college and universities around the globe. (Cotrtrell, 2017)
There are so many referencing styles to use but (Shields, 2010) states that this most often can cause students a sense of uncertainty and confusion, due to this most higher education universities use the style of Harvard referencing system, which can be downloaded from the university library web page of any university, it is also on word processor in word under referencing, for students to have a more certainty with referencing their academic writing. It is a vast referencing system to make sure it acknowledges all credit and respect given to the authors that is used for essays and assignments. (Cottrell, 2013)

5,Reflection…
Reflecting on my previous role as a teaching assistant an my first term in university, developing my critical questioning and thinking over time has been very rewarding, and very challenging at the same time.it has given me a academic approach to understanding how to use professional good practice and how to apply my critical thinking whether it is in the classroom full of children and in my academic written work for university, it has helped me be more motivated and become more independent in my written work, studying and to open my mind. to become less bias, judgemental, as I grasp these slowly I am becoming more objective in my everyday life, it gives me the basic tools to not take things at face value and crave to find out more facts, to be creative in a way I have never been. It has helped me academically write my first essay and  presenting my first seminal as a university student.it give a slight confidence that my own voice can be heard in my written work and I can understand over time how to put this into practice when I am in the field of teaching again. while understanding the learning development processes, I find myself now  question things like. who does this theory belong to and why ?,who is against this and why? It is an exciting process to go and read something and apply the critical questions I have learned and over time I will hopefully expand my objectivity .I feel it is a human trait that is  built in us, to be subjective and is hard to silence but with these tools I will over time adapt the objective way of thinking.
In my process of My experiment learning thanks to my critical thinking and further research it can be shown in a diagram called the ‘The Kolbs cycle’, by (David Kolb, 1984), this is in a format of a diagram shown on the right bottom side of my academic poster. (kolb,1984, p 38) says that ‘ learning is the process whereby knowledge is created through the transformation of experience’. For me this is the perfect quote, as reflecting on my academic work and time as a teaching assistant, I can look forward to the future as a student to enhance my critical thinking by processing my knowledge through my experiences and continue my future development.









