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[bookmark: _Toc512287988]Introduction

The Aim of this essay is to look through the feedback received, for my previously completed course works. Assessing what I’ve done right, wrong and most importantly, how I could improve.


[bookmark: _Toc512287989]Course Work 1: Technical Report and Solid Works

This course work was comprised of two parts: The ~1000 words technical report researching how CAD came to be, especially the individuals ‘Patrick Hanratty and Ivan Sutherland’. Who were regarded as the ‘fathers of computer aided design’ as quoted form the brief. Using the research, I was to briefly summarize how CAD developed over the years and it’s importance to the engineering industry.
The second part is to constructs the necessary parts namely: ‘2x2 Brick’, ‘2x4 Flat’, ‘Long Slope’, ‘Wheel Rim’ and ‘Wheel Tyre’ to assemble a Lego car along with other parts of which are provided on moodle. Once assembled I was to place each created part and the full assembly into a zip file and email them to the overseeing lecturer ‘Kerry Tudor’.
The feedback I received showed that I’m lacking in the ability to research and comprise information effectively. Although my two references are suitable for the topic, they weren’t enough to construct a solid report and I’ve failed to mention the subjects of the report being ‘Patrick Hanratty and Ivan Sutherland’. This lack of research subsequently hindered my knowledge and understanding of the subject, which is reflected on my low marks for those two criteria’s.
My best marks came from the 2nd part of the course work where I constructed the parts and assembled the Lego Car successfully, then detailing the process of how I constructed the parts on the report. 
Overall I felt that the course work was quite well done at a passable degree I would’ve liked to have read the report more thoroughly, as I’ve missed the crucial detail on that I had to research ‘Patrick Hanratty and Ivan Sutherland’ specifically, which costed me a lot of marks and proper understanding of the topic.
[bookmark: _Toc512287990]Course Work 2: Simple Harmonic Motion Report

The aim of this course work is to develop and demonstrate my coding capabilities in Matlab, by having me code a list of five equations solving for Frequency, Periodic Time, Displacement, Velocity and Acceleration. To evaluate my code, I had to use the codes I made to solve three different problems, plotting graphs for each.
Generally, my feedback given was consistent and average, however there was still a lack of research. This made my introduction and background research sections very brief and difficult to gauge my extent in knowledge to the subject.
Despite the lack in research my I did well in explaining what I knew about simple harmonic motion and have detailed equations within my coding. Although I could have made it easier to read with bullets points or screenshots.
Results and analysis are reliable, accurate and convincing and are rewarded decent marks 
Again, there’s a lack of research in my report concerning the topic and some references not in Harvard style, affecting my knowledge of the subject.
The graphs I have provided could have had some added analysis to demonstrate what it shows to prove that I understood what I made, some of the graphs could be improved with clear axis to make them easier to read.
[bookmark: _Toc512287991]Overview
Within foundation year, I felt that my strengths lie in undergoing instructed tasks, especially with programs like Solid Works and Matlab. My weaknesses are on researching topics relating to the course works as reflected on the low marks received. Going forward in my studies I should put more effort into using the library or any other educational resource to research future topics to further my understanding of them, I can do this by allotting more time dedicated to researching and managing my time better, perhaps with a schedule.
Another weakness would be my professionalism, in the sense of using Harvard referencing style properly and structuring my reports in a clear fashion. I should look up existing reports written by respectable sources and study how I can incorporate it to my future reports.
I have made some changes to my time management first semester of this academic year 2017/2018 for one of my course works involving solving electronic and thermodynamic problems.
[bookmark: _Toc512287992]Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Most of my weaknesses stem from my poor time management and procrastination, of which I hope to grow out and alleviate by enforcing a simple schedule for future course work, that way I can always dedicate time on completing. A lot of the feedback points out my lack of professionalism in structuring a report as well as lacking references and use of Harvard reference style which can only be mended through more practise. 
