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Notes on Reading

We have two core readings this week, one from the classical world, and one recent. Both are on divination. Readings on myth and magic are in the optional reading. While we are focussing on divination for the required reading, remember that all three topics can relate to every one of the optional modules.

Required Reading: Primary Sources

Cicero, De Divinatione, trans. W.A.Falconer, Cambridge Mass: Harvard University Press., London, 1929.
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Cicero/de_Divinatione/home.html
Cicero’s dialogue on divination is the earliest known complete discussion of the topic. He takes the anti-divination argument, putting pro-divination arguments in the voice of his brother Quintus.  


Required Reading: Secondary Sources

Curry, Patrick, ‘Divination, Enchantment and Platonism’, in Jean H. Lall and Angela Voss (eds.), The Imaginal Cosmos (Canterbury: University of Kent, 2006) 35-46. 
http://www.patrickcurry.co.uk/papers/Divination.pdf
Along with Liz Greene (see week 3) Patrick Curry has probably made the most thoughtful academic contribution to the question of astrology and divination.
NB This is Curry’s own copy, without page numbers.

