




Explanation of resources
In my explanation, I intend to explore what ESDGC is and its importance. Then explain how ESDGC, Science and the Wider Curriculum is linked to my resources.

Education of Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) is ‘education that will prepare young people for life in the 21st century’ (DCELLS, 2008, p. 4). However, many people have different views on what ESDGC means. Another definition is that ESDGC ‘seeks to give learns, at all stages of education, an understanding of the impact of their choices on other people, the economy and the environment’ (Welsh Government, 2017). There are similarities in these definitions as both are concerned about educating children about life around them. ESDGC plays a significant role for educating primary children in the current curriculum and in the future curriculum, Donaldson’s Successful Futures. 

An Estyn report can be used as an example of the history of teaching ESDGC within the primary curriculum. Estyn discovered that there had been development in the primary school children’s understanding of global citizenship since 2006 to when this report was written (2014). They found that there was a serious difference in children’s understanding between global citizenship and social development with global citizenship being less understood. Therefore, the standard of teaching and teacher understanding of global citizenship has increased and is shown in the children’s understanding of these key terms (Estyn, 2014, p. 7).

To make sure that ESDGC is covered in all aspects of learning within the primary curriculum, seven themes are used. These themes are health, choices and decisions, identity and culture, wealth and poverty, climate change, consumption and waste and the natural environment. It is curial that more than one theme is covered at all times and that they are not specifically linked to learning one theme a lesson. This is so that children are constantly, subconsciously, learning about the world around them without necessarily knowing that they are learning about them (Estyn, 2014, p. 1).

Donaldson’s Successful Futures focuses on the importance of children being educated on the importance of ‘health and well-being of our children’, the ‘Welsh language and culture’, about the communities the children live in. ESDGC is capable of teaching the children in primary school these factors through the themes. As examples, the Welsh language and culture can be taught through the ESDGC theme, identity and culture, the communities that children live in can be covered through the theme, wealth a poverty along with identity and culture and the natural environment. Without ESDGC themes, teacher might find it a struggle to teach the children these factors that are important for the children to learn (Donaldson, 2015, p. 24). 

Within Successful Futures, Donaldson recommends that the new curriculum for Wales should include the four purposes. The four purposes would make sure that children in primary schools are:
· ‘ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives’
· ‘enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work’ 
· ‘ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world’
Having these purposes, will make sure that all teachers know why they are following a new National Curriculum for Wales and how they can follow it. This links into the importance of using ESDGC within teaching as ESDGC will help make the children ‘healthy’ by using the theme ‘health’. Another example would be that ‘identity and culture’ and ‘wealth and poverty’ could help teachers make their children ‘ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the World’ (Donaldson, 2015, p. 106).

[image: See the source image]ESDGC can help aim towards the Well-being Goals that are set out in the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. This is a wheel of seven well-being goals.

The ESDGC themes help educate the children in primary schools in these areas. ‘Health’ can help work towards being resilient and healthier. ‘Identity and culture’ can aim towards a ‘prosperous Wales’, being cohesive communities, and having a vibrant culture with a flourishing Welsh Language. By educating the children towards these goals, it will them be aware of their world and will be able to use it in their adult lives and pass onto other adults (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 3).

ESDGC is important in children’s learning because it can educate children in serious issues that they will face in their future and the obstacles that can come with these issues. These issues are those such as climate change and world poverty. The children are educated on the world that they live in and where things are connected so that they can understand the natural environment which can be a complex concept for children at primary school age to grasp. By educating children through ESDGC, the children are able to develop skills further or at a much younger age than they would have otherwise. These skills are the likes off being able to critically think about their or peers works, having a good perception of ‘needs’, ‘rights’, ‘uncertainty’ and ‘precaution’ and having the ability to make cultured decisions (DCELLS, 2008, p. 4).

Having discussed the importance of ESDGC in primary education, it is crucial that my resources promote ESDGC while teaching aspects of science and the wider curriculum such as geography and ICT.

My foundation phase theme is ‘food’. Where my first lesson, ‘Healthy Choices’, had the aim to cover personal and social development, well-being and culture diversity and knowledge and understanding of the world as the more dominant learning from the curriculum. Both areas of study include learning through experimenting and whereas personal and social development, well-being and culture diversity covers and understanding that others might have different opinions, knowledge and understanding of the world involves giving children experiences to learn about their world with the ability to express opinions. The other area that is linked to this lesson is language, literacy and communication skills. Again, this embraces expressing opinions and making decisions (Welsh Government, 2015).

This lesson promotes choices and decisions and health in terms of ESDGC themes. Within this lesson, choices and decisions is a critical part of the lesson as the children will have been making decisions throughout the lesson such as whether they like or dislike the food tasters they are given and then at the end of the session be able to make decisions for themselves whether to eat healthy or unhealthy snacks. The range of choices and decisions includes that children in foundation phase would be able to understand that their choices and decisions have ‘consequences’ and the range of health consist the children being able ‘recognise the importance of eating properly and exercising’ and being able to understand ‘people need a combination of food’ (DCELLS, 2008, p. 26). 

My second lesson, ‘Planning a Menu’, included the same three areas of study as the first, however, it had additional areas of study which were mathematical development and creative development. Mathematical development is when the children are able to apply their mathematical knowledge to ‘real-life’ situations. Within this lesson the children are able to apply their knowledge of money for their menus. Creative development is letting the children be expressive within their work. The children are able to use their art skills to draw and create a look-a-like menu (Welsh Government, 2015).

The ESDGC themes that are covered in this lesson is the same as the lesson one, health and choices and decisions. However, they are both used in a slightly different way within this lesson. The majority of the students will be able to choose their own food for their menu and then decide for themselves how much these meals would be. The children will be able to make suitable decisions for choosing their meals, making sure they run in line with the school’s healthy school project.

The third lesson, ‘Carrot Diary’ has the same curriculum coverage as the first, personal and social development, well-being and culture diversity and knowledge and understanding of the world and language, literacy and communication skills. The aim of this lesson was to incorporate science into the learning.

Again, this lesson looked at choices and decisions and health as the ESDGC themes but with the additional theme being the natural environment. With choices and decisions, the higher abilities were able to make a choice on which factor they would want to concentrate on and with health, the children were able to identify that the carrot they were growing will keep them healthy. The children would be able to use the outdoor environment where they are working as inspiration and being able to be creative with their planting of their carrot (DCELLS, 2008).
The main focus from the curriculum for the first key stage 2 (KS2) lesson, ‘Food Chains’, is science. As indicated by DCELLS science skills in KS2 is being able to ‘communicate logically by speech, writing, drawings, diagrams, charts, tables, bar charts, line graphs, videos and ICT’, using appropriate ‘scientific vocabulary’. The range of science is where the children are able to study the ‘interdependence of living organisms in two environments and their representation as food chains’ (DCELLS, 2008, p. 12). The other area of curriculum coverage in this lesson is ICT. The ICT framework includes the ICT skills such as finding suitable ‘information effectively’ from a variety of ‘sources for a defined purpose’ (DCELLS, 2008). 

The natural environment and choices and decisions are the main ESDGC themes being focused on in this lesson. The natural environment is covered as by visiting the National Botanical Gardens of Wales (NBGW), the children have been introduced to the natural environment and can apply their new knowledge to this classroom-based learning. They understand the needs of living things such as what they eat to survive. The range of the natural environment is where children are able to ‘develop respect for landscapes, habitats and living things’. Choices and decisions is included as the children will have the opportunity to work as a group cooperatively to task it research and solve problems. They will learn how to respect others ideas and contributions to the group. The ranges for choices and decisions includes being able to express themselves and respect others opinions (DCELLS, 2008, pp. 30-31).

My second KS2 lesson, ‘Water Cycle’, again looks at the science curriculum but the main focus is on geography. The skills of geography include being able to ‘identify and describe natural features’ and the range is where the children are able to ask and answer questions like ‘what are the processes and patterns of this environment?’ (DCELLS, 2008, pp. 12-13).

The ESDGC theme, the natural environment, is covered as the children are learning about the water cycle which is considered part of the natural environment that the children live in. Choices and decisions is also covered as the children will have the opportunity to make informed decisions to work in groups. They will also learn about how their choices by running water for periods of time affects the water cycle. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly, my third KS2 lesson, ‘Rivers and Coasts’, covers geography and ICT within the curriculum coverage like the previous lessons with geography being the main focus. The main skill of geography is ‘identify similarities and differences to describe, compare and contrast places and environments’ and the range being able to ‘ask and answer questions’ such as ‘how is this place the same as or different from other places/environments and why?’ (DCELLS, 2008, pp. 12-13).

Again, the natural environment is included as the children are learning about a place within the natural environment that they live in. A different ESDGC theme is covered within this lesson when comparing to the last two, identity and culture. By identifying a local river within Wales, the children will gain a sense of culture and identity from where they are from and link the local river to their learning within the classroom. The range of identity and culture includes understanding ‘cultural values’ (DCELLS, 2008, p. 30).

Overall, I believe that a variety of ways must be used in order for ESDGC to be effectively taught in primary school settings where more than one theme should be linked to lessons. ESDGC must contribute to the national curriculum without it being an individual subject. “A good education is being able to understand life” Malcolm X.
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