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Chapter Five – Findings and Conclusion
Introduction
This chapter will provide findings received from the quantitative data collection method and present the responses to the sub-research questions utilised in answering the overall question.  Finally, a conclusion will be drawn from the participant’s responses and how their opinions relate to the overall question, should police in the UK be routinely armed?

Findings
Expanding on the research conducted by scholars Simpson, (2018) who wrote about how uniform worn by officers, influence the public’s opinion and Simon (2019), who surveyed whether officers felt it was necessary to arm officers.  The researcher used a quantitative data collection method to answer the overall question, should police in the UK be routinely armed.  The answers collected highlighted that out of the 60 respondents there was no distinctive difference in opinions, with 23 respondents’ feeling that police should be armed and 23 feeling they shouldn’t.  Therefore, as there was no definitive answer, this projects findings to the overall question has failed to expand on the work scholars have already conducted in this field and at best, it has only built on it for future endeavours. 

In addition, three sub-questions were highlighted by the researcher as areas to expand and develop on, as there was a minimal amount of literature within the fields.  However, this cannot be said for the first question, How the public perceive armed police.  Once a literature review was conducted, a number of academic scholars had addressed this, for example, Yesberg (2021).  Within that article and following a survey, Yesberg highlighted that the public within the UK responded less positively to armed police.  Based on this, the researcher decided to pose a slightly different question for participants to answer which was, would you feel safer if there were more armed police?  Of the 60 participants, 28 said yes, compared to 20 that said no, showing a definitive opinion.  What's more, other than a blog from Gavin Hale (2016) on The Police Federation website, the researcher was not able to find any other literature that addressed this question, meaning that this research project has contributed to the field of study and highlighted a gap in the research.

Secondly, the researcher asked participants if there was too much legislation and ethical considerations surrounding armed policing, too which the responses were varied: 7 for strongly agree, 20 agreed, 13 remained neutral, 15 disagreed and 5 strongly disagreed.  This questioned was posed after discovering how much legislation and ethics are considered by Authorised Firearms Officers, not only when they carry a weapon, but also when they discharge said firearm.  After reviewing the Human Rights Act and establishing the justification to discharge a weapon, the researcher felt that it would be an intriguing premise to see how the public felt towards this.

The final sub-question related to the utilisation of armed police in response to terrorism.  Following a literature review to support this project, very little was discovered within this field.  Other than the CONTEST strategy of 2003 (House of Commons, 2009), there was only scholars and reporters opinions on how armed police could be utilised to combat terrorism.  Yesberg (2021) mentions “armed police arrived at the scene and shot dead the suspects within minutes. It is almost certain that more fatalities would have occurred if it were not for this immediate armed response”, however their research only addresses the public’s perception to armed polices’ appearance.  Therefore, by asking the participants whether they think having more armed police would reduce response times when dealing with terrorism incidents, allowed the researcher to expand on little research that is already available.  With 41 respondents of the 60 stating that they agree or strongly agree, it provides a clear pathway for future research to be conducted within the area, with this project being a benchmark for other academics to follow.  

Conclusion
In conclusion, the main question, whether police within the UK should be routinely armed was answered by subjecting participants to a questionnaire, allowing quantitative data to be gathered and analysed to establish their opinions.  The main findings from this project were that the public do not have a definitive opinion to that overall question.  By using a quantitative data method, it limited the answers the public could provide.  After reviewing this project, a qualitative method would have been more appropriate as this would have allowed the public to express their feelings in detail and provide an insight into their opinions instead of a generic answer.  That being said, this project highlighted an area for future research after discovering the limitations in areas with armed police and terrorism, however given the time constraints, this project was not able to fully explore these views.  Overall, this project has contributed to the existing body of work that previous scholars have published and although there was not a conclusive answer to the question, should police within the UK be routinely armed, there is a benchmark for future academics to follow.
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