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ECAD6008 – Professional and Pedagogic Studies: Leading the Learning: what, how and why am I teaching?
Critically reflect on your pedagogical progress demonstrated through required elements of the Professional Learning Passport, identifying a specific are for professional development justifying next steps for improvement.

Part One
Throughout this assignment, I will be reflecting on the areas throughout the Professional Learning Passport. The professional learning passport allows me as a student to reflect on my progression throughout my teaching practices as well as other experiences throughout my time in university. 
Reflection on Subject Knowledge Development (Tab 5)
Throughout the teaching profession, it is important that teachers ensure that they keep up to date with their subject knowledge. This being as if teachers are unaware of aspects of a subject and the skills required to complete a task, how can they expect pupils within their class to complete this task? Throughout research based upon the impact of teacher subject knowledge, evidence can be seen that the better the knowledge of the teacher, the elevated student achievement (OECD, Date Unknown). 
Throughout my final teaching practice there were several times where I needed to ensure that I revised my subject knowledge in certain aspects in order to deliver skills and knowledge to the children to the best of my ability. Through advancing my subject knowledge I was then able to ensure skills were transferred to the pupils in which I was teaching and was also able to spot and rectify any misconceptions throughout my lessons.
Asset One – Relating to Literacy, Poetry Elements – Appendix 1
When teaching in my final teaching practice, a lesson I had to teach was based upon ‘poetry elements’. As soon as I was given my timetable and saw that I was planning and teaching this lesson I knew that I would need to develop my knowledge of the elements which make up a piece of poetry, this being as I knew I had not looked or touched upon these aspects since I was a pupil in school myself. 
From having a discussion with my class mentor, it was made clear to me which poetry elements I would need to focus on within my lesson, and therefore I knew which elements I would develop my knowledge of. These being alliteration, assonance, and onomatopoeia. 
I began by looking at these elements individually, looking at what was meant by these and how they would be used within a piece of poetry. I did this by using BBC Bitesize, where I watched a video which explained the elements and examples could be noted throughout. I found this video so useful that I decided to use this when teaching my lesson to the pupils in my class about these elements. 
From the video I was able to learn the following – 
Alliteration is a series of words that start with the same sound. This is does not automatically mean the words start with the same letter, but the same sound is present. Assonance is a patter of similar sounds within a line of poetry that is repeated throughout. Onomatopoeia is a word which describes a sound and mimics what this would sound like, for example, buzz, zap, bang, pop. (BBC Bitesize, Date Unknown)
Asset Two – Relating to Numeracy, Parallel and Perpendicular Lines - Appendix 2
During my final placement, I had to cover the aspect of both 2D and 3D shapes with the pupils within my class. Although I am aware of both 2D and 3D shapes, there was an aspect throughout the course of my teaching however which I knew I needed to remind myself of; this being parallel and perpendicular lines. Again, this is an aspect of numeracy that I have not touched upon myself since I was in school. This meaning I was unaware of the meaning of parallel and perpendicular lines and where they are found or used. 
In order to do this, I watch several YouTube videos which explained what these are and how to find them within shapes. 
Through this I learnt that parallel lines are two lines that always stay the same distance apart; no matter the length of the line, the width is always the same. These lines never meet. Perpendicular lines are lines that are drawn in a right angle to another line. 
Once I had learnt what parallel and perpendicular lines were, I then had a go at identifying these myself both on 2D and 3D shapes.

Asset Three – Relating to the Area of Learning and Experience (
AoLE) – Humanities, Rainforests – Appendix 3
Before beginning my placement within my year 5 class, I ensured that I was aware of the main topic which would be investigated throughout my time within the class. Through discussion via emails with my class mentor, I was able to gain an insight that the topic we would be investigating was rainforests.
Once I was aware of the topic, I could then familiarise myself with the aspects of what would arise once the topic was underway.
To begin with, I familiarised myself with what rainforests are and where they could be found in the world. I was already aware of the most popular rainforest ‘The Amazon’ but was unsure of any others. To do this, I simply researched rainforests of the world. I found that there are rainforests all around the world such as in South America, Asia, Madagascar, and so on. I created a PowerPoint containing what I had found and later incorporated this into my teaching. 
I then began to familiarise myself with the layers of vegetation found within the rainforest and characteristics of each that could be found within each one. I learned that there are four layers of vegetation; the emergent layer, the canopy layer, the understorey, and the forest floor.
Next, I began to look at life within the rainforest. This sent me on a search for indigenous tribes of the rainforest. I found out about many tribes in the rainforest, looking into their history, their cultures, and beliefs, and most importantly their way of life. I found this very interesting as it proved to be very different to my own life.
The final aspect which I investigated was deforestation and the impact this has on the world. I found that there were many reasons for deforestation such as collecting wood for the creation of furniture, creating roadways, creating room for housing, for example.


Reflection on planning for progression (Tab 7)
Throughout the teaching profession it is important that as a teacher you are able to plan with the progression of all learners in mind. Through evaluation of your lessons and through the use of assessment for learning throughout lessons, it should become aware of where children are within their learning and where they need to go next.
This section of the assignment provides an insight of how throughout placement I have planned with learner’s progression throughout a series of lessons.
Professional Learning Experience One – River Towy – Appendix 4
When teaching about rivers within placement, I decided to teach the children about the River Towy which is the river that runs throughout Carmarthen. This allowed the children to gain knowledge about the river which is local to them. In order to build up to this lesson the children had taken part in a series of lessons beforehand.
Prior to this lesson, the children had learnt about the parts of a river, animals which have a habitat in or around a river, food chains which can occur in a river and the movement of rivers with transportation. 
The idea of the lesson based around the River Towy was to bring all of this knowledge from a series of lessons together. In this lesson, the children were given an information sheet based around the River Towy. This included a history of the river, food chains, animals, weather warnings, leisure activities and so on. The children had to use the information from the sheet as well as their prior knowledge on rivers to create a poster based upon the river. The children were asked to label parts of the river on a map which was given to them.
This lesson was to tie together everything the children had already learnt in previous lessons.
Once the children had completed their poster on the River Towy, I had then implemented Assessment for Learning. Assessment for learning allows you as a teacher to see where your class is at, if they know where they are at and how you can move them along. ‘In it’s most basic form assessment for learning is: knowing what the children in your class know, what they don’t know, and how you can make up the difference’ (David Dunn, 2017, p.37)
The children were given a success criteria which would allow them to know what is expected within their poster. Once the children had completed their poster they must them self-assess their work. Here the children can decide if they think they have met each aspect of the success criteria. Once the children has done this, they will then pass it on for a peer-assessment. Through the use of self and peer assessment, the children can see what is expected of them and can see what is missing in order for them to be successful throughout their work.
The children can then use what their peer has commented on their work to improve their learning further, looking for answers from someone who may know something they do not. This linking to Vygotsky’s ‘More Knowledgeable Other’ theory. The more knowledgeable other theory is basically self-explanatory; this is where a someone seeks help or advice from someone who has more knowledge on a concept then they do. (McLeod, 2020)
Professional Learning Experience Two – Persuasive Writing - Appendix 5
An aspect of literacy which I was able to teach in a series of lessons was persuasive writing. From my planning sheet it was clear to me that the end goal of these series of lessons were to have the children to write their own piece of persuasive writing. 
To begin this series of lessons off I had a discussion with my mentor to have a clear overview of the children’s prior knowledge of persuasive writing. From this, I became aware that the children may have touch upon this in previous year groups but had not yet during the current year. Considering this, I decided to take the children to the basics within the first lesson and highlight the key features of persuasive writing. I included a PowerPoint for the children which outlined the key features of persuasive writing. The children then had the task of identifying these features themselves throughout different persuasive texts.
From this the children then had to plan their own piece of persuasive writing. The children had to convince the governors to ban school uniform. In order for the children to do this I modelled an example to them based upon keeping school uniform. This would allow the children to see what I was expecting from them throughout their work. Lev Vygotsky argues that children learn most through social interaction from a more equipped person. The child may learn from aspects being modelled by the more equipped person or they may be given oral instructions for them to follow (McLeod, 2020).
Using this plan, and their prior learning of the key features of persuasive writing, the children will then need to transfer the ideas from their plan into a full piece of persuasive writing. Again, this was modelled for them by me. From the plan I had put together, I had showed the children how I had transferred this information from the plan into a structured piece of writing.

Reflection on planning for the four purposes (Tab 7)
The new Curriculum for Wales 2022 has a clear insight as to what is important when delivering education to the pupils in Wales. Throughout the curriculum there are Four purposes. The four purposes have been put in place so that all teachers throughout Wales can have a ‘shared vision and aspiration’ for every child within their class. The four purposes should be used in aid of planning and making decision for those within their class. The four purposes in which are to be imbedded into the new Curriculum for Wales 2022 are Ambitious, Capable learners, Enterprising, Creative Contributors. Ethical, Informed Citizens, and Health, Confident Individuals. (Welsh Government, 2020)
Professional Learning Experience One, related the Healthy, confident individuals’ purpose – ‘Getting to know me’ – Appendix 6
Throughout my Professional Teaching Practice Three circumstances were extremely unique to how they would usually be. With the current circumstances of COVID-19, the way in which placement worked was very unusual and out of the norm which would usually be expected. Usually, I would be given the opportunity to spend a week with the class in which I would be teaching for a whole term, getting to know the children, investigating the dynamics of the classroom, however, this year was very different due to the fact near enough my whole teaching practice was online instead of face to face. Due to this, I had to find an alternative way to build positive relationships with those within my class.
In order to initially ‘meet’ my class, I planned a lesson which related to the purpose of ‘Healthy, Confident Individuals’ with a specific interest in the area of allowing the children to ‘form positive relationships based upon trust and mutual respect -face and overcome challenge’. 
I am aware of the importance of building positive relationships with pupils within my class. I know that the better the relationship I have with the pupils within my class, the more the pupils achieve and the happier the dynamics within the classroom. Throughout his research, John Hattie signifies that healthy student teacher relationships bring a powerful encouraging effect on the learning of a student (John Hattie, 2020). It is said that when students believe their teacher to see them as an individual and care for them and their values, it is more likely that students will be willing to take risks and make mistakes, however these mistakes will be seen as opportunities to learn rather than failures (Uknown Author, 2020).
Throughout this lesson I had created a video for the children to watch online whilst they were at home. This would allow the children to see me as it can be daunting not knowing who is teaching you. Throughout this video I was also able to share a little about myself, telling the children what my purpose was as a student teacher, telling them about my family, and some of my hobbies. This gave the children an insight into who I was, why I was teaching them, and they could relate to me based on some of my hobbies and interests. 
The children were then set a task which would allow me to get to know them. As previously mentioned, usually I would be able to spend a week within the classroom getting to know the children on a personal and professional level, however, due to COVID-19 restrictions this could not happen. The task in which the children were asked to complete a sheet where they would tell me their name and age, about their family, who their friends are, what they liked and disliked about school, and some of their hobbies. 
Ultimately, I believe the pupils and I benefited from this lesson as we were able to begin to get to know one another, and I was also able to begin the process of building positive relationships with the pupils within my class.

Professional Learning Experience Two, related to the Four Purpose of Ambitious, Capable Learners, Comparing the Climate of Wales, and the Rainforest – Appendix 7
Throughout my final placement my topic for the term was rainforests. Throughout this topic there was an aspect where children had to investigate the climate of a rainforest. My idea for this lesson was to allow the children to compare the climate of the rainforest to the climate here in Wales. The children were given a set of data for both Wales and the rainforest which calculated rainfall and the temperatures for both places.
Throughout this lesson there was a direct link with the purpose from the Curriculum for Wales 2022 purpose of Ambitious, Capable Learners with an emphasised link to allow children to ‘understand how to interpret data and apply mathematical concepts’. This being as throughout this lesson the children had been given a table set with data based upon the climate of both Wales and the rainforest. The children then needed to take this data to answer questions given to them throughout their work comparing the two climates. 
Throughout this task the children within the higher ability groups also needed to apply mathematical concepts which had been learnt in previous maths lessons when learning about data handling. The children were asked to work out the range in temperatures and rainfall for both places. The children were also asked to find the most of temperature and rainfall in the table of data.
This activity also allowed the children to look at their locality when looking at the climate for Wales.

Part Two
This assignment will closely examine the evidence which has been collected throughout part one, and I will additionally discuss an aspect of my practice in relation to pupil progression that I will look to develop further throughout my career. 
From the evidence above, I believe that it is clearly observed that I am aware of several ways in which I can ensure that there is a consistent progression in relation to the learning of pupils. I am aware that I need to ensure that my subject knowledge is the best that it can be in order to deliver effective lessons to the children within my class. I am aware of the four purposes within the Curriculum for Wales and how they should be imbedded within my sessions planned and taught, and I am also aware of pedagogical principles needed to ensure effective teaching such as assessment for learning and modelling behaviours.
The aspect which I have chosen to discuss throughout this assignment and which I have an interest to develop further is assessment for learning. This being as I believe that due to the current circumstances in relation to COVID-19, I found this aspect hard to deliver throughout my teaching due to the unique way of delivering my lessons in online, asynchronous sessions rather than the norm of face-to-face teaching. For this reason, I believe that I have not yet had the opportunity to imbed this into my planning and teaching the way I believe it should be.
Throughout part one, I believe it is evident that I have indicated an understanding for assessment for learning. Throughout my professional template for the River Towy, I have communicated how I had used both self-assessment and peer-assessment throughout that session as a form of assessment for learning. However, the need for assessment for learning in other lessons was prominent throughout weekly reflections and discussions with my class mentor. As previously mentioned, this is something I found difficult to incorporate through online teaching as my sessions were asynchronous as a substitute of synchronous sessions, meaning misconceptions and questioning was a lot harder to put forward. I found I was only able to put questioning forward when marking the children’s work online, which often did not receive a response back.
Assessment for learning is a useful tool for a teacher to use throughout every lesson of every school day. Assessment for learning allows a teaching to assess where the children in their class are at throughout topics, where improvement is needed and how they can progress the children throughout their learning. Assessment for learning is ‘the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go next and how best to get them there.’ (Assessment Reform Group, 2002). Assessment for learning is known to be a formative assessment rather than a summative assessment. This being as pupils and teachers can be informed of their learning on a day-to-day basis, and even a minute to minute basis as it is quick and easy to use. Through this, pupils are able to make quick changes to their learning and misconceptions can be eradicated straight away (Dunn, 2017). In Seven Myths of Education (2014), Daisy Chritodoulou refers to the need for teacher to be ‘thermostats, not thermometers’ – not just taking the measurement of where a student is, but making changes depending on where they need to be.
The ways in which teachers can use assessment for learning throughout their sessions can be to ask the children questions throughout lessons asking for simple recollection of facts or getting a child to show how they have come up with an answer, explaining or showing their workings.
The first to highlight the idea of assessment for learning was William and Black in 1998. Through their influential research, William and Black suggested that assessment for learning can be used to increase pupil progression, particularly for those pupils who may be observed as low achievers (Black and William, 1998).
Despite the research suggest by William and Black, it has also been argued that assessment for learning isn’t the correct way of accessing children’s knowledge and is strongly criticised, especially by a blogger named David Didau. Having criticised Wiliams work, Didau does suggest that he believes the importance of teachers knowing what knowledge their pupils possess (David Didau, Date Unknown).
There are many strategies for assessment for learning that teachers can use throughout their lessons. These range from self-assessments such as smiley faces, traffic lights, exit polls, a brief summary. There is also use of peer-assessments, such as having check list success criteria, three stars and a wish, and a feedback sandwich. There are also other strategies teachers can use throughout their sessions to check learning throughout teaching such as the use of whiteboards, questioning, random picking and questioning (David Dunn, 2017).
Assessment for learning brings many benefits to the learning environment when used effectively. Assessment for learning benefits teachers as it allows them to gain an insight into how the children have understood what has been taught to them. From this gaining this insight, this can then inform the teachers future planning as they will now be aware as to what they need to do in order to move the children to the next steps or can delve further into the aspect needed. Assessment for learning also allows for the teacher to observe pupils as individuals. This being as misconceptions from individuals can be spotted and so on.
Assessment for learning also has benefits towards pupils as well as teachers. It has been highlighted that assessment for learning allows pupils to take control over their own learning. This being as any mistakes they make will not been seen as a failure, but a learning curve. It is also suggested from the research of Visible Learning developed by John Hattie (2011), that when pupils are given effective feedback from a teacher this is seen to be one of the biggest factors in pupil achievement; this being as the pupils are able to identify where they need to be and where they are going, and also gives them a boost in motivation ultimately improving their work. (Adam Steele, 2019)
It is evident that assessment for learning has many benefits when used effectively, however, with benefits there also comes limitations. A limitation that may occur is that teachers feel that they have the time throughout their teaching to be able to incorporate assessment for learning. This being as practitioners may not have the fundamental knowledge of assessment for learning and therefore do not realise how easy it is to put in their lessons. Some teachers may also feel that because of the word ‘assessment’ that this means testing and grading, but teachers can put this into their lessons easy enough by asking questions throughout their lessons (Dr. Sesser, 2018).
To develop the use of my own use of assessment for learning throughout my practice I will continue to read further into different assessment for learning methods. This being as the more methods I am aware of and know how to use, the more methods I am then able to try throughout my lessons. I will also allow myself time to use some of these methods within the classroom as a trial and improvement basis. This being as I am aware that not all methods work with every class. What works for one may not work for another. 
I will also seek advice from previous and future mentors, about methods which they have found which work well for different areas of learning and experiences or for different times of the day. 
Once I have found what works best for me and the pupils in my class, I will then begin to incorporate these into my lessons more and more as I progress. I believe the more and more I begin to use these methods throughout my planning and teaching the more it will become like an everyday routine. 
In addition to me beginning to use assessment for learning more frequently this has potential to ensure that learner progression is occurring within the classroom. This being as through simple things such as questioning, I can instantly see where an individual is at, I can spot any misconceptions and I can put the individual on the correct pathway to reaching the end goal. This can also allow me to give the pupils direct, verbal feedback at a quicker pace, and therefore not allowing misconceptions to brew.
I can use assessment for learning to inform my future planning as well. This being as through the use of methods such as self-assessment and peer-assessment I can see how the pupils feel the lesson went. If the pupils leave negative comments throughout their assessment for learning I can then ensure that I make time to sit with the individuals so I can direct the pupils in the right direction. As well as sitting with individuals, I may find that it would be useful to create a whole class activity to ensure understanding.
As previously mentioned, there are a number of steps in which I will take to develop this aspect of my practice further to ensure pupil progression throughout my practice. I will begin to delve deeper into assessment for learning methods, observing how they work, if there is need for planning to use the methods and when and where is best to use them throughout sessions. I will then begin to develop these into my lesson plans and lessons ensuring that I am able to use these throughout and gain an insight into what my pupils know and where I need to take them next.
All points considered throughout this assignment; I believe that assessment for learning is an effective aspect to develop further to ensure pupil progression within the classroom. I believe that I will be able to imbed assessment for learning throughout my every day practice ensuring that I am aware of where my pupils are with their learning and use this to identify the steps needed to get them to where they need to be.
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Appendix 3 – Rainforest Asset
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Appendix 6 – Getting to know me Assets
Lesson Plan PTE 3


	Student-teacher
	Mercades Saint
	Class:
	Cadfan (Year 5)

	AoLE or Subject
	Literacy
	Date:
	12.01.2021

	Lesson Focus:
	All About Me

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	Literacy Framework:
· write with a clear purpose, showing consideration for the reader, e.g. by choosing appropriate vocabulary and presentational devices
· use features which show the structure of the writing, e.g. sub-headings, captions


	Meaningful links to:
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	Digital Competence Framework:
· create, collect and combine a range of text, image, sound, animation and video for selected purposes.

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identifed in weekly review)
· Not Applicable









	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:
1. Create a profile about themseleves
2. Use headings and titles









	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	1. I can create a profile about myself
2. I can use headings and titles


	1. The children will create a profile about themself
2. The children will use headings and titles within their profile




	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points,  differentiation strategies and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role –including differentiation, engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	

Opening phase  (with links to  prior learning)
	The teacher will provide a video which explains who they are and their reason for the video. The video will also include several things about the teacher which allows the children to get to know the teacher a little.



	The children will watch a video provided by the teacher which is all about them. This will allow the children to get to know the teacher. 






	Resources
· Laptop/Ipad/Tablet
· Google Classroom
· Video
· Internet

Health and Safety
· Follow school’s E-Safety Policy
· Video is checked by class teacher before being uploaded

	

Teaching & Core Learning
	The teacher will produce a summary of what the children are intended to complete on google classroom.




	The children will then go onto create their own profiles all about them using Google Slides on google classroom, or they can create this using paper and pens and upload this.
The children can be as creative as they want with this but must input information under the headings of:
· Hobbies and Interests
· Family
· School life
· An ‘interesting’ fact about themselves


	Resources
· Laptop/Ipad/Tablet
· Google Classroom
· Google Slides
· Internet

Health and Safety
· Follow school’s E-Safety Policy

	

Plenary
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