




Critically evaluate the nature and extend of offending and if the impact of early intervention can help to curve offending. 

[bookmark: _Hlk92472750][bookmark: _Hlk92472784][bookmark: _Hlk92472860]Youth offending has been a main concern since 2008 and is at the centre of the public’s attention, media coverage is more often the main cause of this. The media has portrayed youths as terrorising communities and suggesting that younger people are being more and more criminalised (Halsey and White, 2008). There is no specific reason to why youth offend, however, certain risk factors will lead children to a life of crime. For example, lack of supervision from parents/ bad role models, bullying, drugs, alcohol, bad friends/ peer pressure, abuse and unemployed/ low family income have a significant impact. All children should be individually focused on, opposed to focusing on the offence of the crime and to consider what has affected their actions/behaviour. Children/young adults should be given the opportunity to reintegrate back into society and address their actions, while also receiving the support they need (Sentencing Council, 2017). 
Many children within the UK, will face many disadvantages while growing up, effecting their development and mental health. This can open up many consequences later on in their lives, with early intervention agencies it can help provide children and their families with the support that they need, to allow the child to develop to their full potential and avoid a life of crime (Molloy, n.d.). 
Waddell and Jones (2018) stated knife crimes and youth violence is increasing and is a major concern and that primary schools are a key foundation to prevent youth violence and gang involvement, leading to early intervention agencies to form a relationship with primary schools to help children before their involvement in crime. Waddell (2020) highlighted that primary schools see the first signs of gang involvement within children, knowing that support and involvement was needed. However, it never went any further than this, leaving children vulnerable to gangs, it is clear what risks factors relate to gang involvement and by introducing early intervention programmes to schools it allows the children and families to be supported and hopefully prevent youth violence. Although, no single department can be a remedy and it needs to be further looked into. 
Early intervention agencies have shown evidence of a very highly profound success rate not only in the UK but in many other international countries. However, early interventions can be very difficult to evaluate due to there being numerous risk factors associated to young offenders. NSPCC evidence does show that not all children suffering from a risk factor, such as, severe maltreatment will become involved in crime, with estimation of every 1 in 5 children who have suffered only 1% became involved in violent crime (Boyd and Bermingham, 2019). 
However, the British Youth Council (2019) argues that many youths are being found with a dangerous weapon (knife) due to the fact that they feel unsafe in their community and that the main cause of this is the way the media reports on knife crime, making it seem almost normal to carry a weapon. Many children/ young adults will join a life a crime from their involvement in a gang, whether they feel that there is no other option or for protection. Gangs can offer them a sense of security, keep them safe from other rival gangs, help them make money or even to give them a sense of power. However, most of the time they are targeted for their vulnerabilities, agencies like the NSPCC and ChildLine are trying to prevent children/young adults joining gangs by offering other alternatives with help and support (NSPCC, 2022).
[bookmark: _Hlk92473092][bookmark: _Hlk92473171]The Government in 2018 has now doubled the funding for early intervention schemes in order to tackle violent crimes in children from £11 million to £22 million, as a way to combat the rise in knife crime and to focus using more early intervention programmes rather than tackling it using the police alone, due to the rates of reoffending (Walker, 2018). Rudd (2018) stressed that the UK needs to tackle the root cause and giving young people the opportunity to steer away from serious crime and to gain the tools and support they need. Stating that the rise in robberies, knife and gun crime had increased due to the improvement in technology for police recording. The aim is to protect children, make sure not only that they do not end up in prison but killed from the violence by them carrying a knife or being involved in a gang. 
Farrington (2000) did a study on 411 males from the age of 8, to understand how external factors effect a child’s behaviour later on in life and how it can lead to a life of crime. Results showed that many of these children (57%) later on in fact had convictions between the ages of 18 and 40, with more than 9% having multiple convictions. Farrington (2000) was able to determined 20 years before a child committed a crime in their adulthood due to the prediction of their antisocial behaviour due to the risk factors, they were exposed to at the ages of 8- to 10-years-old. These children tended to have criminal parents, young mothers or were harshly disciplined and experience family conflict, low income struggles and estranged fathers, showed a higher level of potential violence, with later lead to convictions. 
Early intervention successes and unsuccess is important to look into, intervention programmes need to investigate what has worked and how this can work in a local community. What might have worked in one area might not work in another area, especially when it comes to reducing knife crime. The problem can differ for area to area and the offender and victims will differ, when area might report a crime while other will not, it all depends on the community (College of Policing, 2021). 
Hay and Forest (2009) stated the main reason for why many children (80%) become persistent offenders is due to being exposed to poverty while growing up. Poverty causes family disruption and emotional stress, leaving children looking for opportunities and resources available to get out poverty, proving it has a strong impact on criminal involvement. In the UK many of youth offenders that have been arrested or placed in prison had experienced poverty in their lives (Kingston and Webster, 2015). 
[bookmark: _Hlk92473243]Statistics have shown from 2019/20 cautions and sentences had fallen by 82% for children over the past 10 years, with a 12% decrease from the previous year. Reoffending rates had fallen by 0.2% compare to the previous year, although remaining higher at 38.5% compared to 37.7% 10 years ago (Youth Justice Board and Ministry of Justice, 2021). As shown above the figures published demonstrate that youth offending is declining and has by 80% from 2007 to 2019 (Bateman, 2020).  Early intervention services have shown evidence that they were able to reduce offending related problems and reoffending rates, children that received more contact and support are less likely to reoffend (30%) than those who received no support (41%) demonstrating that youth crime statistics are dropping from the introduction of early intervention programmes (Wilson, 2013). 
[bookmark: _Hlk92369478]However, Restrictive Physical Interventions (PRI) in the last year have seen an increase of 19% (7,500 incidents), and 35% of self-harm incidents (2,500). This is the highest it has been for the past 5 years. 49,100 children/young adults committed offences, 31% were accounted for the offence of violence against the person (Youth Justice Board and Ministry of Justice, 2021). Programmes that have been introduced to help change the norms and social values of youth violence have shown a promising effect, with more and more children carrying knifes from as young as 8 years old, people are blaming them when they should be seeing the bigger picture (McNeill and Wheller, 2019). 
Member of the public feel that knife crime is not taken seriously enough and that it is being undermined by courts being lenient and to varying when giving sentences. Figures have shown that two thirds of individuals carrying knifes did not receive a sentence and many repeat offenders had avoided prison. People feel that the system is being too soft on them and that the UK now needs to demonstrate that it is not okay to carry a knife around, feeling that the longer it is left the more lives that are at risk (White, 2018). People are also discussing the plan ahead to get rid of shorter prison sentences in order to reduce the prison population and to cut down reoffending rates. The aim is to explore other methods like early intervention programmes and more community service sentences. However, other argue that it is the right decision as it has been proven short prison sentences tend to do more harm than they do good, it fails to rehabilitate offenders and does lead to reoffending (Brandy, 2019). 
Short term prison sentences have been described as very damaging, especially for youth (aged 17) have lost housing, jobs and put a strain on their relationship with family. Many have stated that after short period in prison they do not know how to get their lives back on track, as they have little to look forward to on release and concerned that they will end up back where they started, drugs/alcohol or the return to prison when they reoffend by going back to the community situation that put them there (The Howard League, 2016). 
Since 2009, children aged between 10 and 15 years old were asked if they had any experience with crime, in 2018 data was recorded that this age group, 6.5% were able to identify people they knew that carried a knife. It was also recorded that 16- to 29-year-olds knew 5.7%, and 1% of these group carried a knife themselves (Allen and Harding, 2021). Vaughan (2019) stated more than a 1,000 young people were caught with a knife during school time, the weapons found on the children ranged from, machetes to hunting knifes, with even some common school equipment (highlighter) made into a blade. This number of offences had doubled since 2014 (372) to 2019 (968). In Wales, the police were called out to a school, a 4-year-old was carrying a knife. 
The maximum sentence for the possession or threatening of a weapon is 4 years, the court will decide on how much time the person will get, if the individual is a repeat offender, they will tend to get the maximum plenty but most of the time will only receive 6 months (Sentencing Council, 2022). Individuals are receiving increasingly severe penalties for carrying a knife, and more of these criminals are being held for extended periods of time. However, many say that this is not the appropriate reaction and that alternative ways should be used to reduce violence (Gayle, 2018). 
Many individuals under the age of 18 felt that they never received any support and that their antisocial peers had more of an influence than their own families. More than a fifth of children involved in early intervention groups are considered at harm from the risk of others. Research has shown children exposed to abuse and neglect, affect their behaviour, social and emotional development, also these children will not only have a negative family environment but also a negative time in school and the parents will not help to solve these problems (Ashmore, 2008). 
Early interventions have been introduced for primary schools in the UK for mental health, the younger the child when they receive this, better the chance of a different outcome on their lives. One in ten children suffer from mental health, with the UK’s primary schools only 65% offer counselling for these children, results have show that intervening early has a huge positive impact on these children and should be successful in preventing their involvements in any crime (Brandy, 2018). Mental health has been a main concern with children and violence, many children suffering will grow up with an affected adulthood (Moffitt, 2007). Children who receive no support, are at high risk of leaving school, coming out with no grades, take drugs and to end up in prison by the age of 30 (Little, 2017). 
In 2020, Covid 19 hit the UK and impacted the Early Intervention Foundation (EIF) leading to them having to review how they can still support children/young people during the pandemic. This led to them supporting the children digitally, offering them the same traditional methods they use but by using video conferencing, online training courses and contact through phone, email and a chatroom. However, during the crisis there was a lot of challenges, risks and barriers raised. Some individuals were uncomfortable with talking online, many did not have access to the internet and some did not bother to engage (Martin et al, 2020). 
The media has portrayed youths as terrorising communities and reports have claimed there is no specific reason to why youth offend, however, certain risk factors will lead children to a life of crime. All children should be individually focused on, opposed to focusing on the offence of the crime and to consider what has affected their actions/behaviour. Children/young adults should be given the opportunity to reintegrate back into society and address their actions, while also receiving the support they need (Sentencing Council, 2017). Many children within the UK, will face many disadvantages while growing up, effecting their development and mental health. Waddell and Jones (2018) stated knife crimes and youth violence is increasing and is a major concern. Many children/ young adults will join a life a crime from their involvement in a gang, whether they feel that there is no other option or for protection. Gangs can offer them a sense of security, keep them safe from other rival gangs, help them make money or even to give them a sense of power. The Government in 2018 has now doubled the funding for early intervention schemes in order to tackle violent crimes in children as a way to combat the rise in knife crime. The UK needs to tackle the root cause and giving young people the opportunity to steer away from serious crime and to gain the tools and support they need. Statistics have shown from 2019/20 cautions and sentences had fallen by 82% for children over the past 10 years, with a 12% decrease from the previous year, proving early intervention agencies are working. 
Overall, the extent and nature of offending in youth tends to be from their surrounds while growing up. Farrington (2000) was able to determined 20 years before a child committed a crime, due to the risk factors they were exposed to at the ages of 8- to 10-years-old. Showing that early intervention programmes are well needed, the UK will probably never stop youth offending but they could help prevent some children from the live of crime. Proving that it is a very important part of tackling youth crime and saving the lives of children before their involvement. However, the government needs to review how youth should be dealt with while under investigation, as many have stated they have never received any support from early intervention programmes after they had received a prison sentence. 
The Government in 2018 has now doubled the funding for early intervention schemes and is now aiming to focus on early intervention programmes and to reduce short prison sentences, due to the rates of reoffending. Also, it needs to be noted that the rise in robberies, knife and gun crime has increased due to the improvement in technology for police recording. Short term prison sentences have proven to do more harm to the offender and the main aim for the Government is to curve offending by using different methods, which effectively had been demonstrated by them and time will only tell how well these alternatives will work. 
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